Bereshit-In the Beginning
Genesis 1:1-6:8
Isaiah 42:5-43:10
John 1:1-18

Introduction
This week’s portion, Bereshit, begins the book of Genesis.

Genesis 6:5-8

5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was
grieved in His heart. 7 So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am sorry that I have made them." 8 But Noah found grace
in the eyes of the LORD.

Well, we have come once more to the beginning of the Torah. It is interesting that in the opening of the Torah we
see the creation process happening and God being pleased with almost every aspect of what He has created.
Between chapters 1 and 6 monumental changes in the relationship between man and God have taken place. By the
time we arrive at Genesis 6:6 we read that God was sorry He had made man because the thoughts of man were
focused on evil all the time.

We should find it interesting that as this developed and God came to the decision to wipe out mankind He also
decided to wipe out animal life as well. It would appear that as man is tied to the earth mankind and the animal
kingdom are also tied together in a way only understood by God. We can speculate on what this relationship could
be but the bottom line is mankind is connected to everything around it and in the sin of mankind everything else is
affected. Sin is not an isolated occurrence limited to the person committing the sin. Our sins affect those around us
and while we are held accountable for our individual sins there is a corporate effect as well.

We know this to be true because when the High Priest enters the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur he does so to make
atonement for the corporate sins of the Children of Israel.

Genesis 4:7 "If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire
is for you, but you should rule over it."

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their
sin is very grave.

In the first case we see individual sin in the case of Cain. In the second instance we see the corporate sin in the case
of Sodom and Gomorrah. Cain’s sin, while his own, affected others because the end result of his sin and his



rejection by God caused him to act in anger and strike his brother Abel and kill him. So, while Abel did not sin
himself, he became the recipient of the direct result of sin in another.

In the second case the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah sinned collectively and brought God’s judgment down upon
them. The result of this is that Lot’s son-in-laws refused to listen to the warning of their father-in-law as well as Lot’s
wife yearning for what she had. We might think our sin affects only us but in reality it affects our fellow man in an
adverse manner. In Genesis 4:7 God tells Cain that sin is waiting but we can overcome it if we do what is good. So,
what is good in the eyes of God? Good is defined by God in the pages of the Torah.

The Torah did not come into existence at Mount Sinai but has always been. As God has always been so Torah has
always been.

Deuteronomy 29:29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this Torah.

2 Kings 17:37 "And the statutes, the ordinances, the Torah, and the commandment which He wrote for you, you
shall be careful to observe forever; you shall not fear other gods.

Psalm 119:44 So shall [ keep Your Torah continually, forever and ever.

We have discussed the meaning of forever in past teachings. While it appears in conjunction with the Torah here in
Deuteronomy there are no limits on when the Torah came into being because there are no limits on when God
came into existence because God has always been.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Messiah Yeshua our Lord.
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

Eternal life is given by God through His Son Yeshua. That we have been given this gift from God is affirmed to by
the testimony, not of the Apostle John, but of the Torah. How can I make this statement?

Exodus 25:16 "And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which I will give you.

05715 MY eduth (730b)

Meaning: testimony
Origin: from 5749a
Usage: admonitions(1), ordinance(1), testimonies(13), testimony(43), warnings(1).

The Ark of the Testimony! What did the Ark of Testimony have in it? In it was placed the two stone tablets that had
the Ten Words engraved on them, a jar with manna in it, and the staff of Aaron that budded. Along side the Ark
was placed the book of the Torah.

Deuteronomy 31:26 "Take this Book of the Torah, and put it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your
God, that it may be there as a witness against you.

[ find it interesting that the ark is called the ark of the covenant and yet the items placed inside the ark are called
testimony and now we have the book of the Torah being placed beside the ark of the covenant to stand as a
witness against the Children of Israel. We no longer have the tablets of the Ten Words or the jar of manna as well as



the staff of Aaron but we do have the Torah. While these other items are no longer to be found we do have the
Torah as given to Moses at Mount Sinai. The Torah stands as a witness against the Children of Israel. If each and
every one of us believe themselves to be part of the Children of Israel then the Torah is for you as it was for Israel
long ago.

In case you might say, “See the Torah came into existence at Mount Sinai”, let me point out what it says in Genesis
26:5.

Genesis 26:5 "because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My
Torahs."

Yes indeed, the word Torahs is actually there though most translations say laws. Did Abraham have the same Torah
as Moses gave to the Children of Israel? I don’t know! All I do know is that Abraham had a Torah and Moses had a
Torah — you figure out the rest.

Isaiah 42:13
13 The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war. He shall cry out, yes,
shout aloud; He shall prevail against His enemies.

We opened up the new Torah cycle with the punishment of mankind for their sins by God. Even in that sad event
hope was given by God because He allowed eight people and a remnant of the animal kingdom to survive the
flood. While mankind before the flood would come from two people, mankind after the flood would come from
eight. Yet mankind after the flood was still connected to their parents Adam and Chava through Noah and his
family. God’s promises would remain intact and be re-affirmed to successive generations. While God punished
mankind corporately He held out hope to us through the faith and actions of individuals.

God would promise His children that one day He would go forth and fight for His people and overcome the
enemies of God and His people. We find throughout Scripture many different times when God fought on behalf of
His people and saved them from utter destruction. Yet the enemies of God and His people were allowed to survive
because the time for their final and complete obliteration had not yet arrive. Throughout the books of the prophets
we find hard evidence that provides us with a final solution to the problem.

Zechariah 14:9 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be -- "The LORD is one," and
His name one. 10 All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem
shall be raised up and inhabited in her place from Benjamin's Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner
Gate, and from the Tower of Hananeel to the king's winepresses. 11 The people shall dwell in it; and no longer
shall there be utter destruction, but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. 12 And this shall be the plague with which
the LORD will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their
feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths. 13 It shall come to
pass in that day that a great panic from the LORD will be among them. Everyone will seize the hand of his
neighbor, and raise his hand against his neighbor's hand; 14 Judah also will fight at Jerusalem. and the wealth of all
the surrounding nations shall be gathered together: gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance. 15 Such also shall
be the plague on the horse and the mule, on the camel and the donkey, and on all the cattle that will be in those
camps. So shall this plague be. 16 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came
against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles.



The groundwork for this coming battle is already being laid out in our day. We see the rising specter of anti-
semiticism once again raising its ugly head through the nations of earth. It would appear that mankind did not lean
anything from what happened during World War II? Then again did mankind learn anything from the time of flood
to until the Tower of Babel? Look closely at verse 14: Judah also will fight at Jerusalem. The inference here is
not that Judah will fight for Jerusalem but the statement is made in a negative manner indicating that members of
the Jewish people will fight against Jerusalem and their own people. We do have Jewish people alive today who do
not believe that the state of Israel should be in existence. Then again we have Jewish people who are willing to give
up parts of the Promised Land to try and get peace from their Arab brethren.

Their Arab brethren hold out a dangling carrot on a stick of peace for Israel if Israel simply returns to her pre-1967
borders and allow all Arabs who can prove they or their ancestors once lived in Israel to return. Either way will spell
the end of the land of Israel as it is but in their desperation to make peace at all costs there are leaders among the
Jewish people who are prepared to do whatever they think it will take to make peace. Adding to this are those
nations of the world who have influence with Israel who are pushing Israel to make these concessions while
promising they will help Israel if things fall apart. If this were true where were these friends of Israel when the
Palestinians and Hezbollah fired rocket after rocket down upon the hapless nation while these friends urged Israel to
show restraint?

Is Jewish blood any less valuable than that of any other country or people? Or could it be something much more in
the battle for supremacy between good and evil, God and Satan?

dJohn 1:10-14

10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to
His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Many would interpret the words of this passage to indicate the Jewish people rejected Yeshua so therefore they are
out of God’s grace. Nothing could be further from the truth!

Acts 21:20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, "You see, brother, how many
myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Torah.”

The truth of the matter is there were thousands of Jews who believed in Yeshua as Lord and Messiah and stayed
faithful to the Torah. It would appear from reading this entire section of Scripture that reports had come back to the
Believers in Jerusalem that the Apostle Paul had been teaching not just non-Jews but Jews that they no longer
needed to follow the Torah. The Apostle James seems to be emphasizing that even though the news that Paul and
Barnabas brought back to the congregation in Jerusalem about how many non-Jews or Gentiles had accepted
Yeshua as Messiah, he was making sure Paul understood that there were thousands of Jews who believed in
Yeshua and were zealous for the Torah. In chapter 22 Paul is confronted while he is trying to make a sacrifice in the
Temple as required by the Torah and one that was asked of him by James. This is what Paul had to say about the
accusation made against him:

Acts 22:3 "l am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught
according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as you all are today.



We can take Paul’s words to mean he is referring to either the Torah or the Oral Law as well. In any case Paul is
answering his accusers by stating his background and zealousness for the Torah and the teachings of his Pharisaical
brethren. In other words Paul was clearly saying he was Torah observant and taught the same to others and not
what others were saying about him. We need to keep in mind what Jewish people of Paul’s time and even today
thought about anyone other than the Jewish people keeping the Torah. It was Jewish teaching that the Torah was
only for the Jewish people and not for Gentiles. If a Gentile wanted to follow the Torah they should convert and
become part of the nation of Israel. Otherwise it was best left for the Jew to follow the Torah.

At one time the equalizer was becoming part of the nation of Israel or heeding God’s voice. In Paul’s day the
equalizer was Yeshua. All people, no matter who the were, could become part of Israel and be part of God’s people
by placing their faith in Yeshua by accepting that He had died for their sins regardless of their birth status. This was
an offense to the Jewish teachers of Paul’s day and still is today. That is why the Jewish people prefer that Yeshua
stay on the Christian side of the aisle and most Christians prefer the same arrangement. The problem with this type
of thinking is that it is not what God desires. He is not done with the Jewish people and never has been. His plan
will be accomplished!

Matthew 5:18 "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means
pass from the Torah till all is fulfilled.”

I can tell you this in all honesty: ALL HAS NOT BEEN FULFILLED, SO THE TORAH STILL STANDS! As it was in
the beginning so it will be in the end.

The goal of creation is redemption...Midrash
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