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Introduction

God sends the plagues of locusts and darknespon Egypt and warns Moses about the final plague,
the death of every Egyptian firstborn. God commands Moses and Aaron about the Passover. God
executes the final plague but spares the firstborn of Israel. Pharaoh now lets the Israelites leave.

Exodus 11:1 -7

1 And the LORD said to Moses, Yet will | bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon the
Egyptians: then | will let you go from here; when he shall let you go, then you must get out
altogether.2 Speak now in the presence of the people that they ask ey man of his neighbor, and
every woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver and jewels of gol8. And the LORD gave the people
favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was well honored in the land of Egypt
in the sight adandArhtizersightdi thespeaple.'™ rad Moses said, Thus says the
LORD, About midnight | will go forth into the midst of Egypt5 And all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt shall die, from the firsborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne even to therBtborn of the
maidservant who sits behind the mill; and all the firdiorn of the animals.6 And there shall be a
great wailing throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall there be any
like it any more. 7 But of the children of Israel no one shall be harmed, not even a dog shall bark
against man or animals; that you may know that the LORD distinguishes between the Egyptians and
Israel.

It would appear that up to this point that God was kind of softening up Pharaoh for thénal

knockout. That was about to fall on Egypt with the death of the firstborn of all of Egypt and their

livestock as well. God was about to show Pharaoh and Egypt who was boss. Every plague that had

come wupon Egypt prior t oEgyphandthenrelsrew&Swhd das GadaAs o f t ¢
much as God was impressing upon Egypt His power He was showing the Hebrews that He was

greater than any god of Egypt and that even Pharaoh was nothing before Him. At the same time
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God was i ncr easi ngorelhe slebeis bscauaenitdwouldgtake evérything that
Moses had in him to lead this people and form them into a nation that belonged to the Creator of
the universe.

Deuteronomy 4:7 "For what great nationis therethat has Godso near to it, as the LORD ou God
is to us, for whateverreasonwe may call upon Him?

Deuteronomy 10:17 "For the LORD your Godis God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who shows no patrtiality nor takes a bribe.

Psalm 71:19 Also Your righteousness, O Godis very high, You who have done great things; O
God, who is like You?

Revelation 11:17 saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who
was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned.

These are just a@ew of the Scriptures that speak about the greatness of God. In Deuteronomy 4:7

we are told that there is no other nation like Israel whose God is close and that Israel can call upon

their God no matter what. Take a moment to stop and think about that. Waave the ability to call

upon God whenever we want. This is not saying that we can ask God for whatever we want but that

we can call out to God at any time and He will listen to us. He may not choose to answer our

prayers, and that is His right, asthe @at or . Godds ways are not ours s
His voice when He speaks to us.

God does speak to His children. It might not be in an audible voice that we can hear but it might be
through someone else, it may be through Scripture or througtireams and visions. When it comes
to hearing from God through Scripture we must be careful not to take Scripture out of context. We
must not use one verse of Scripture to validate our position. We need more than one witness
according to Torah and that woull also involve using Scripture out of context.

In the same line of thinking this would also apply to dreams and visions. Too many times | have
heard someone saythe Lord told me as though whatever theysaid came from God and we dare not
challenge it. | am sorry to say that many do not follow the instructions found in the Apostolic
Scriptures concerning being Bereans and testing all teachings or utterances against the Word. Even if
it sounds Biblical we ae still called to test the teachings and that means testing the teachers.

As it was 2,000 years ago so it is today. There are teachers going around claiming to be speaking in
the name of God but when you dig into their teachings and the teacher themsedsgou find them
lacking. It is not an easy thing to do to challenge teachings. Too many of us have made the mistake
of attacking the teacher when it should be the teaching that we delve into.

Psalm 119:99 | have more understanding than all my teachers, foYour testimoniesare my
meditation.

1 Timothy 1:6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle tallt, desiring to be
teachers of the Torah, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.



2 Timothy 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires,becausethey have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teache#fsand
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

2 Peter 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

Carefully readthese four Scriptures | have given you here. See the progression in them and where
they wind up regarding false prophets and false teachers. | am sure there are those out there who
genuinely believe they are doing the will of God when they claim to be shiag a word from Him,

but the bottom line is if the prophecy or the teaching does not have any foundation in the Word of
God be careful, be very careful. | have had one too many people tell me that | needed to heed the
words they were sharing because whahey had to say was from the Lord. Then when they shared |
could find some truth in their words but also found much that was cause for concern. | do not rush
to embrace teachings that seem to be wonderful without carefully testing the words presented to me
When Moses came before Pharaoh he first shared what the Lord had instructed him to share, then
when Pharaoh refused to listen, the Lord kept stepping it up a notch until finally Pharaoh relented
and let the Hebrews go. Then, in one final act of defying @l Pharaoh attempted to go and get the
Hebrews back and the Lord wiped out the army of Pharaoh. That should make us sit up and take
notice my friends especially in our world and how things are playing themselves out.

Jeremiah 46:25 -28

25 The LORD of hosts the God of Israel, says, Behold, | will punish Arnon of the waters of Thebes
and Pharaoh and Egypt and her gods and her army and her kings, and even Pharaoh and all those
who trust in him; 26 And | will deliver them into the hand of their enemies and imt the hand of
those who seek their lives and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand
of his servants; and afterward Egypt shall regain her freedom, as in the days of old, says the LORD.
27 But fear not, O my servant Jacob, and benot dismayed, O Israel; for, behold, | will save you
from afar off, and your descendants from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return and be in
rest and at ease, and none shall harm hin28 Fear not, O Jacob my servant, says the LORD, for |
am with you; for | will make a full end of all the nations whither | have driven you; but | will not
make a full end of you, for | will correct you justly; but | will not wholly declare you blameless."

| have always been somewhat amazed at how God uses thations of the earth to punish His

people. Time and time again God has used Egypt to not only punish Israel but to keep His people

safe. As we have been reading through the book of Genesis we see where God used Egypt to

protect Abraham and Isaac and by thébook of Matthew we see God using Egypt to protect our

Messiah Yeshua. Yet in other cases we see where God has used the kings and nations of the earth to
discipline His people. The one constant throughout it all has been that the Lord has said He will
seekvengeance on those nations that have come agair
people. Many times the termGo d 8 s ¢ h o shambeep ¢akep toeapply only to the Jewish

people when in truth, according to the Bible; it applies tall of the nation of Israel and not just the

Jewish people.

Now before anyone jumps up and accuses me akeplacement theologyl would caution you to
proceed very slowly in leveling that type of accusation because of the words of the Apostle Paul.



Philippians 3:3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Messiah
Yeshua, and have no confidence in the flesi though | also might have confidence in the flesh. If
anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, | more go:circumcisel the eighth day, of

the stock of Israel,of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the Torah, a
Pharisee;6 concerning zeal, persecuting the congregation; concerning the righteousness which is in
the Torah, blameless.

| quote the words of the Apostle Paul, not to claim his authority, but to show that like Paul | am of
the tribe of Levi, | am a Hebrew of the Hebrews, | am Torah observant and first and foremost | place
my faith in the Rock of Israel Yeshua! From time to time | have persagted some in the Body of
Messiah, not because of their faith but because of their teachings. | have finally come to the point
where | can point out error in teachings but leave the teachers out of it. Though some teachings are
tied to specific teachers ah it is very hard to separate teachers from their teachings we must be
careful and do the best we can in handling this.

Judaism is the identifiable remnant of the Messiah but slowly there is a new part of Israel rising from

among the nations of the earthThis remnant is Ephraim, once part of the northern part of the Land

of Il srael . Some of my Messiapl acdmenfdnyoheeclsd g g d ¢
dares to claim to be part of Israel. Ephraim does not want to replace Judah but to joinetin in

building up the Body of Messiah within a new Israéd that one new man.

Ephesians 2:15 having abolished in His flesh the enmitythat is, the law of commandments
containedin ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new manom the two, thus making peace,
16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the tree, thereby putting to
death the enmity.

God has long desired that His two wayward children would come home to Him. Both are part way
there but still have more travelhg to do. The road to unity is difficult and the way is filled with
danger from within as well as from without. We saw the power of the Lord when He came against
Egypt in the day of Moses. The day is coming when we will once again see the hand of the Laitd
work & bringing back together two brothers who lost one another and need to be reunitédhis time

in our Messiah Yeshua.

Hebrews 8:6 -10

6 But now Yeshua the Messiah has received a ministry whidk greater than that; just as the
covenant in which he was made a mediator is greater, so are the promises greater than those given
in the old covenant.7 For if the first covenant had been faultless, then there would have been no
need for the second.8 For he found fault with them and said, Behold, the day is coming, says the
Lord, when | will perfect a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah;
Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in the day when | tookdm by the
hand and led them out of the land of Egypt; and because they abode not in my covenant, | rejected
them, says the Lord.10 For this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: | will put my Totainto their minds and | will write it on their hearts; and

| will be their God and they shall be my people. [Jer. 31:3B3, Exo. 19:5, 24:6-8, Deu. 5:2-3]

The Apostle Paul is generally accepted to be the writer of the book of Hebrews. There is conjecture

among Biblical scholars about Paul being the actual writer, but for the sake of Scripture we know
that the words written in this book are true. Some believe that the writer of Hebrews is saying that
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the covenant of Torah either has been or will be done aay with and replaced with a new covenant
that is to be written on our hearts. My position is that there is nothing new about the new covenant.
Deuteronomy 30:6 "And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your
descendants, to love thd. ORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may
live.

Circumcision of the heart if a Torah command and not something new first written about in
Jeremiah 31 though most of the Church will point to Jeremiah 31 and say that this isetin proof text
that the Torah has been or will be done away with.

Ezekiel 11:19 "Then | will give them one heart, and | will put a new spirit within them, and take
the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesi20 "that they may walkin My
statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and | will be their God.

The prophet Ezekiel also speaks about a new heart with a new spirit. Does this mean the Spirit
manifested in many of our forefathers in the Tanach isull and void and will be replaced with anew
spirit that somehow theold spirit is faulty? | tell you this: God is the same and has never changed so
nothing, absolutely nothing about God has changed. The covenant He gave to Moses to teach to
Israel is thesame covenant He offers today. As Israel rejected the covenant, so too, we do the same.
Many are trying to get back to where we have come from. They are trying to uncover their Hebrew
Roots and they are digging through Judaism to get there. What | say tieem is be careful you do
not dig too far and miss the treasure because it might just be right there out in the open in plain sight
for you to see.

The entire community will fall into ruins if its people insist on the letter of the law in
every matter,ho wever small, and show no desire to temper
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