Message 3-10-07
Ki Tissa-When You Elevate
Exodus 30:11-34:35
1 Kings 18:1-39
Acts 7:35-8:1

Introduction
This week’s portion concludes the divine instruction to Moses and notes the impatience of the people as they await
his return from Mount Sinai’s summit.

Exodus 30:11-16

11 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 12 "When you take the census of the children of Israel for their
number, then every man shall give a ransom for himself to the LORD, when you number them, that there may be
no plague among them when you number them. 13 "This is what everyone among those who are numbered shall
give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half-shekel shall be an
offering to the LORD. 14 "Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty years old and above,
shall give an offering to the LORD. 15 "The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a
shekel, when you give an offering to the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. 16 "And you shall take the
atonement money of the children of Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it
may be a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves."

Many people, whether Christian or Messianic, misunderstand the system of tithing. In our passage from this week
we see the Lord instructing Moses on the half-shekel tax that would be levied on the Children of Israel. The half-
shekel tax would be a ransom for those twenty years of age and up. This tax would be a memorial for the Children
of Israel. A memorial is something that is done on a regular basis so we will bring to our minds something or
someone. In this case the Lord told Moses this would represent the ransom of the Children of Israel by the Lord.

Some believe this was a once in a life-time levy while others believe this was an annual levy. If this were a once in a
life-time levy then why would Yeshua have agreed to pay it?

Matthew 17:24 When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax came to Peter and said,
"Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?" 25 He said, "Yes." And when he had come into the house, Yeshua
anticipated him, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or taxes,
from their sons or from strangers?" 26 Peter said to Him, "From strangers." Yeshua said to him, "Then the sons are



free. 27 "Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And
when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you."

Yeshua’s comments show us that He felt the taking of the tax was wrong for the tax collectors to do but He did not
want to give offense so He agreed to pay it. One has to assume Yeshua knew the Torah command about the tax
but must have known there was something improper about the way it was being collected. It is quite possible that
the Temple priesthood was collecting the tax improperly, but this should not surprise us.

Tithing in itself was instituted by God to help support the Levites who in turn would give of their tithes a portion to
the priests. The priests also received a part of many of the sacrifices. There was a time in the history of Israel when
the Temple ceased to function because the people did not bring their tithes and offerings to the Levites and the
priesthood could not function without the support of the people.

Today some people feel they no longer have to give tithes or offerings because there is no Temple or Levitical
priesthood. Technically they may be correct but only up to a certain point. The Temple was supported not by tithes
or offerings but by the half-shekel Temple tax. Tithes and offerings went to support the Levites and priests. While we
do not have a functioning Temple or priesthood today we do have teachers and congregations, fellowships, and
groups. Our teachers who teach Torah need our support. If we belong to a local congregation, fellowship or group
we have an obligation to help support that congregation. No one can demand we give tithes and offerings as tithes
and offerings should be freely given.

Deuteronomy 12:5 "But you shall seek the place where the LORD your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put
His name for His dwelling place; and there you shall go. 6 "There you shall take your burnt offerings, your
sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, your vowed offerings, your freewill offerings, and the
firstborn of your herds and flocks.

Deuteronomy 12:11 "then there will be the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide.
There you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings
of your hand, and all your choice offerings which you vow to the LORD.

2 Chronicles 31:12 Then they faithfully brought in the offerings, the tithes, and the dedicated things; Cononiah
the Levite had charge of them, and Shimei his brother was the next.

Nehemiah 10:37 to bring the firstfruits of our dough, our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of trees, the new wine
and oil, to the priests, to the storerooms of the house of our God; and to bring the tithes of our land to the Levites,
for the Levites should receive the tithes in all our farming communities.

Nehemiah 12:44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings,
the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Torah for
the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who ministered.

Malachi 3:8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In
tithes and offerings.

By the time of Malachi Israel was not doing what the Lord had asked them to. It wasn’t that God needed the tithes
and offerings because God owns everything that exists. He gives us this command to test us as to whether we will
be obedient or not.



Malachi 3:10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,"
says the LORD of hosts, "If [ will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to receive it.

If we take Malachi 3:10 at face value we would assume that if we give God a dollar He will give us back two dollars
and so on. This is not what God is saying. He is saying that if are obedient to Him and do what He asks He will
bless us. Blessings do not always mean financial gain. God’s blessings can take on many different forms. God can
bless us with good health or long lives or with many children and grandchildren. The list of blessings that can flow
from God are endless. Financial reward is only one of them.

Some people believe that if one is not prosperous they have done something wrong. This is not true. If we
measured success or God’s blessings by how much money we have then [ would have to say that Yeshua was not
being blessed by God. He certainly did not wear the best clothing or have a large group of disciples who supported
Him in a lifestyle to which He was accustomed. He ministered in a very small area and had twelve immediate close
disciples. He did not have a mega-church nor did He wear the fanciest of robes. One day He will stand before us in
all of His glory as the only begotten Son of the Father but the first time out He came humbly to show us how to be
servants of the Most High. He came to show us how we need to learn to humble ourselves, not just before God, but
before our fellow man. Yeshua knew that being poor was not a sin.

Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 11:5 "The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up
and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

Matthew 26:11 "For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always.

Mark 10:21 Then Yeshua, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell
whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and
follow Me." 22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

It is not wrong to be prosperous nor is wrong that one may not have financial success. I have always marveled at
how the Lord keeps me humble as our ministry des not have an overabundance of financial security. We always
seem to have just what we need an no more or less and sometimes we do not have what we need but the Lord
provides. I think some of it is to teach me to learn to really trust in the Lord and to look to Him as my source in all
things. One can mouth the prayers and talk about following the Lord and obeying the Torah but do we really place
our trust in Him?

The Children of Israel ran the gamut of emotions in their walk with the Lord. At times they lacked faith and at other
times their faith reached new highs but it never seemed to bring them into total submission to God. Because of their
lack of trust God decided to allow an entire generation to die in the Wilderness. Even Moses would die without
entering the Promised Land because of one moment of anger. Only two of all of whom had come up out of Egypt
would be allowed to enter into the Promised Land. I always like the irony of who God allowed to enter into the
Land. God allowed Joshua and Caleb to enter the Promised Land — Judah and Ephraim. Do you think this was by
happenstance? I think it was God’s sense of humor and His love for the symbolic.

Remember to support your local congregation, fellowship, or home group or barring having one of those help
support a teacher of the Torah or a ministry that has reached out to you. God’s blessings will be poured out on you
for your faithfulness in ways that you will be surprised by.



1 Kings 18:15
15 Then Elijah said, "As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely present myself to him today."

02416a° chay (311d)

Meaning: alive, living

Origin: from 2421a

Usage: alive(38), flowing(2), fresh(1), green(1), life(7), live(44), lives(54), living(63), living one(4), living thing(6),
man living(1), next(2), next year(2), raw(6), renewed(1), running(6), next year(1), vigorous(1), who lives(1)

The Hebrew word for lives is chai. We see the Hebrew letter chet bein worn by many people as the symbol for life
as well as the Hebrew phrase LaChayim which means “to life”. The reason I am focusing in on it is because we
need to understand that the God we serve is alive. Extend that thought out and we can see that it applies to Yeshua
who was dead and now is alive. The impact of that should not be lost on us. Our God lives! Think about that. Elijah
knew his God lived and was not an idol made by human hands of wood, stone or metal. He is as alive as you or
me but even more than that He is more than we are as He can no longer die as He once did.

1 Samuel 12:14 "If you fear the LORD and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the
commandment of the LORD, then both you and the king who reigns over you will continue following the LORD
your God.

Psalm 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims peace,
who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns!"

Revelation 19:6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!

We start out in 1 Samuel with an injunction to the king who would reign over Israel and the people as well. God’s
blessings are tied into our obedience to Torah which contains the commandments of God. The verse from Psalm 47
gives us a picture of Yeshua the true King who was always meant to rule over Israel and not any kings born of man.
The first king of Israel was Saul and he was not chosen by God but by man. When the prophet Samuel felt betrayed
by the people, because they demanded a king to rule over them like the other nations had, it was God who told
Samuel that Israel was not rejecting Samuel but God.

This is a picture for us of what we do when we reject Yeshua. We are doing what Israel did in that we are accepting
the mantle of man over us rather than the Kingship of the Lord Almighty. The verse from Isaiah proclaims Yeshua
because He will stand on the mountain and bring the good news to all of mankind. The news that God lives and He
reigns!

Acts 7:51-56

51 "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so
do you. 52 "Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of
the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 "who have received the Torah by
the direction of angels and have not kept it." 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of



God, and Yeshua standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!"

This passage talks to us that just because someone is physically circumcised does not necessarily mean they are
going to be in the Kingdom of God. Circumcision is not just a physical act but one that is spiritual as well. If your
heart and your eyes are closed to the truth of the Messiah Yeshua, then circumcision of the flesh will amount to
nothing. The covenant of Torah was delivered to Israel and Israel has forsaken the covenant by not internalizing it
and taking it to heart. Rather the Torah is on their lips but they are not living it out in their lives.

To be truly alive one must have Yeshua and the Ruach HaKodesh or Holy Spirit within them. Without Yeshua you
are only partly alive because you are rejecting Yeshua and the gift He has given through the Holy Spirit of life
eternal. In this passage from Acts Stephen, a Hellenistic Jews is prophesying to the crowd gathered there. In their
anger they stone him to death and his dying words reveal a glorious vision of Yeshua standing at the right hand of
God the Father.

Psalm 110:1 A Psalm of David. The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, till | make Your enemies Your
footstool."

Stephen is affirming Psalm 110:1 with his final words. He has stood fast for Yeshua and he has been granted this
vision that affirms all he has believed. How many of us would do as Stephen did when faced with the choice of
denying our Lord or keeping faith with Him? How many of us would be willing to die for our faith? It is easy to say
we believe in Yeshua and another matter altogether when confronted with physical affliction on account of our
beliefs.

As a Jewish person | have been subjected to verbal and even threatened with physical harm simply because I am
Jewish. Would I deny who I am because of this or stand firm in who | am? As a Jewish Believer in Yeshua I have
been subject to ridicule and threat from both Jew and Christian alike. There are those who draw a line in the dirt
and stand firm that on one side there is the Jew and on the other side there is the Christian. Some say they love
Israel dearly and that the Jews are the apple of God’s eye yet they are very adamant about there being Jew and
Gentile. This flies in the face of what the Apostle Paul tried to do throughout his ministry. He brought the Torah to
the nations with the message of salvation to be found by accepting Yeshua the Messiah who gave Himself up on
our behalf because of our sins.

We are not two or more people. We are one people united in Messiah awaiting His return when He will set up the
Kingdom of God here on earth and He will rule forevermore. There is nothing greater than that my friends. You
can take that to the bank!

My heart is hungry, my spirit thirsts, yet much of the time | am not aware. Once in awhile | have the
feeling that just beyond my hearing a voice is calling to me. There is something | need to look for,
without which | am in darkness even when | think | see: it is myself | must find; it is You within me, O
God, that | must find. But to find | must begin to seek.

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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