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Message 11-4-06
Lech Lecha-Go Forth Yourself

Genesis 12:1-17:27
Isaiah 40:27-41:16
Galatians 3:6-29

Introduction
In this week’s portion, Abraham and his household are told: Go forth from your native land and from your father’s
house to the land that I will show you.

Genesis 12:1-9
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to a
land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall
be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed." 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran,
and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 6 Abram passed through the
land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land. 7
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he built an altar
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he
pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and called on the
name of the LORD. 9 So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.

We are usually under the belief that when God called Abraham to leave his father’s house and go to the land that
God would show him that Abraham left his father’s house in Ur of the Chaldees. A reading of this passage tells us
otherwise. Abraham left his father’s house while in Haran, a place named after his brother. Abraham was seventy-
five years old when God called him to leave his father’s house. Abraham was still known as Abram and he was
basing what he was doing on hearing the voice of an invisible God. If one does not believe that this was not an act
of faith then that is your problem and not mine.

This is why Abraham has a prominent place in the roll-call of faith in the book of Hebrews.

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

Abraham was given a promise but did not know where it would be or when he would receive it. In fact, Abraham
would dwell in the land promised to him by God but would not own it in his lifetime not the lifetime of either his
son or grandson. The only piece of the land Abraham would own would be the cave where he would bury his
beloved wife Sarah.
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Genesis 23:19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre
(that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

Even though Abraham purchased this piece of property the Jewish people residing in the modern state of Israel
have given this land to the Palestinians. In this place are buried Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob along with their wives,
Sarah, Rebecca and Leah. In many ways it would seem the Jewish people are their own worst enemies. Instead of
occupying the land God promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob they have instead given over most of it to their
enemies or quite possibly their brethren who are descended from Ishmael and to whom the land had not been
given despite what anyone says.

This land has been the center of dispute among the nations of the earth for many thousands of years and will
remain that way until Yeshua returns. It does not matter that the Jewish people deny Yeshua, so too, does the
majority of the world. Yeshua holds onto a remnant that has remained faithful to Him since before He revealed
Himself two-thousand years ago.

Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Do you comprehend the enormity of the promise contained in this verse? The roll-call of the faithful found in this
chapter of the book of Hebrews tells us that each and every one of these men and women of God knew of the
promise of the One to come and despite never seeing the fulfillment of this promise they held true to their faith in
God.

It is by faith that we believe in the Messiah Yeshua today and has been that way for close to two-thousand years.
Since Yeshua’s ascension into heaven to return to be with His Father we have been without Him. Just stop for one
moment and consider this? Everyone who has professed faith in Yeshua and has never seen Him has done so on
the promise that He is who He said He was! In many ways we are no different than Abraham. We have received a
promise and have taken hold of it the same as Abraham did. Abraham held fast to that promise a lot longer than we
have or will. In every generation there have been those who look to the return of the Messiah.

The Messiah’s first coming to man was back in the Garden when Adam and Chava sinned before God. They had
walked with Him in the cool of the day living in the presence of their Creator and yet this was not enough for them.
They chose to follow after the desires of their own hearts and to listen to the voice of the Adversary. Is this any
different than what followed up until now? How many of us really hold fast to the promises given by God? All we
have to do is to look at the Jewish people to see the answer to this question. They stand as the example of God’s
faithfulness because despite what Satan has tried to do to this remnant of Israel they are still alive. As long as God
lives, so too, will Israel live! Not just the remnant of Judah but the remnant of Ephraim and the Gerim who have
chosen to believe God and His Messiah. Abraham believed do you?

Isaiah 41:1-4
1 "Keep silence before Me, O coastlands, and let the people renew their strength! Let them come near, then let
them speak; let us come near together for judgment. 2 "Who raised up one from the east? Who in righteousness
called him to His feet? Who gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? Who gave them as the
dust to his sword, as driven stubble to his bow? 3 Who pursued them, and passed safely by the way that he had not
gone with his feet? 4 Who has performed and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am
the first; and with the last I am He.'”
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This should be a familiar passage particularly verse 4.

Isaiah 44:6 " Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the First and I
am the Last; besides Me there is no God.

Isaiah 48:12 " Listen to Me, O Jacob, and Israel, My called: I am He, I am the First, I am also the Last.

Revelation 22:13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."

This must be something the Lord wants us to remember because He takes the time to repeat it several times. In
Isaiah 44:6 God tells us He is the Lord, He is the King of Israel, He is the Redeemer of Israel and He has been, is
and will be. If this is not a description of Yeshua then I have no idea what is! This promise is repeated and we are
expected to believe it because our faith in God demands nothing less. Faith believes without seeing. How about the
disciples who walked and talked with Yeshua during His time on earth yet really never completely understood who
He was? Even after His death they lacked the faith to see the truth. Once He rose from the grave and stood before
them at first they were afraid then they saw and believed.

Does it take Yeshua standing right here in front of us for us to believe in Him? It might and then again it might not.

Revelation 6:15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every
slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the
mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb!

Throughout Scripture God is trying to prepare us for the coming of Yeshua. We are warned and told what it takes
to be a follower of God. In the beginning there were individuals who believed in God and held onto the promise.
Later on God called out a people to be His own and the promise was given to them. Some believed and many did
not. Some find their faith in the commandments of God while others find their faith in His grace. Both have part of
the truth but not all of it. When we bring them both together we have the truth just like those in Hebrews chapter
eleven.

You might think I sound like a broken record when I repeat to you that Torah shows us Yeshua. Even more than
that the Torah points the way to Yeshua and tells us of our need for Him. God’s grace is found throughout the
Torah.

Genesis 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

02580 !xe chen (336b)

Meaning: favor, grace
Origin: from 2603a
Usage: adornment(1), charm(1), charm*(1), charming*(1), favor(51), grace(8), graceful(2), gracious(3),
pleases*(1)

Exodus 33:13 "Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may
know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people."

Esther 2:17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his sight
more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.
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Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD will give grace and glory; no good thing will He
withhold from those who walk uprightly.

Jeremiah 31:2 Thus says the LORD: "The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness -- Israel,
when I went to give him rest."

Zechariah 12:10 "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace
and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his
only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

The same Hebrew word for grace is found in each one of these verses and when we come to the passage from John
we find the same Greek word for grace used that is used in the Septuagint of the Tanach. So each passage is an
affirmation of the grace of God found to come to fruition in John in the person of the Messiah Yeshua. He was the
Word of the Father made flesh. God’s promise to all those from the beginning up until now became flesh and blood
to affirm the promise given by God. This is what we hold close and hold onto. This is why we read and study the
Torah. We look for the promises God gave to our father Abraham who believed God. How can we do any less?

Galatians 3:5-9
5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the
Torah, or by hearing with faith? 6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS
RIGHTEOUSNESS. [Genesis 15:6] 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.
8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." [Genesis 12:3] 9 So then those who are of
faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

The Apostle Paul grabs hold of the promise found in Genesis in chapter 12 verse 3. The Gentiles or the nations will
be blessed by Abraham’s faith. We are blessed on account of the faith of Abraham! Abraham believed the promises
of God and held onto them for dear life. He saw what would be not what was. He could look forward through time
and see the Messiah Yeshua. Then again Yeshua had appeared to him as he dwelt in Canaan.

Genesis 18:1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door
in the heat of the day.

03068 hwhy Yhvh (i.e. hA'hy> Yehovah or hw<h.y" Yahveh) 217d

Meaning: the proper name of the God of Israel
Origin: from 1933b
Usage: GOD(314), LORD(6399), LORD'S(111).

Though the word is rendered as Lord in this verse from Genesis in the Hebrew it is not Adonai but Yahweh or the
Name of God. Was it actually pronounced Yahweh or Yahveh or is it possible we do not know the actual
pronunciation of the Name of God and could that have been for a reason? The important thing to keep in
mind is not knowing how to pronounce God’s actual Name but knowing God! We all can have
knowledge about God but it is in the knowing or the faith that we really know God. Adam knew God but did he
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really know God? Noah knew God and it was counted to him as righteousness and all his behalf his family was
saved from the flood.

Abraham know God, had seen God or I should say Yeshua, believed God and because of that faith we are
partakers with him of the promises of God. Were these simple men who were not as worldly as we are today? They
were not as advanced scientifically but for all of the science we have, could it be we have given up something in
exchange for it? We need to return to the faith of our fathers. We need to learn to take God at His word. We need
to be patient because the promises given to us by God will come to pass in their entirety.

Psalm 119:160 The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever.

Our father Abraham believed this and God blessed him and his descendants. Are we not part of his descendants?

Give me a quiet heart, and help me to hear the still, small voice that speaks within me. It calls me to
come closer to You and to grow in Your likeness.
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