Message 12-23-06
Miketz-At the End of
Genesis 41:1-44:17

1 Kings 3:15-4:1
John 6:1-71

Introduction
This week’s portion continues the story of Joseph, and dreams figure in Joseph’s rise

Genesis 41:46-49

46 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the
presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 47 Now in the seven plentiful years the ground
brought forth abundantly. 48 So he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt,
and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them. 49 Joseph
gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable.

Luke 3:23 Now Yeshua Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son
of Joseph, the son of Heli.

There are many people who like to point out the similarities between Joseph, the son of Jacob, and Yeshua, the
Son of God. In the life of Joseph we can see many prophetic likenesses between Joseph and Yeshua. In the passage
from our Torah portion for this week we see that Joseph rose to a position of power in Egypt, being second in
command to Pharaoh himself. In this we see a picture of God the Father in Pharaoh and in Joseph Yeshua the Son.
At present the only thing that separates the Father and the Son is the throne the Father sits upon.

Genesis 41:40 "You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in
regard to the throne will | be greater than you."

These are the words Pharaoh spoke to Joseph when Joseph assumed his new position after being sold into slavery
to Egypt by his brothers and being cast into prison for a crime he did not commit. The resemblance of Yeshua and
Joseph is striking, to say the least. Joseph was thirty years of age when he took up his new position and Yeshua was
thirty years of age when He started His ministry.

Joseph was falsely accused of a crime he did not commit as Yeshua was falsely accused. Joseph became the
“savior” of Egypt and ultimately of his own family as Yeshua would be Savior of all who believe in Him. Joseph
was at his lowest point while in prison and Yeshua was at His just before His trial and crucifixion and at the moment
of His death when He uttered the words:

Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Yeshua cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?"
that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"



Some believe this passage shows us that Yeshua was only a man and not God. I personally believe this passage
shows us Yeshua’s humanity and validates His being the Son of God come in the flesh to accomplish what animal
sacrifices could not or human sacrifices could not. I find it interesting that so many point to pagan ritual sacrifices of
humans and compare Yeshua'’s sacrifice to them. It has always been my firm belief that paganism is a bad imitation
of the Biblical truth because the Biblical truth came before paganism which originated with Satan who came after
God as Satan was created by God.

Some say paganism came into being with Nimrod. I can no say whether this is true or not but even if there is some
truth to this it would make my case that paganism came after God’s truth.

Psalm 102:25 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands.

Isaiah 48:13 Indeed My hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and My right hand has stretched out the
heavens; when I call to them, they stand up together.

Revelation 13:8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of
Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

Psalm 102:25 tells us God established the foundation of the earth and created the heavens. Isaiah 48:13 goes
further in telling us the right hand of God, Yeshua, created the heavens and the earth. Revelation 13:8 informs us
that Yeshua was slain from the foundation of the world. You can take these verses however you like but to me they
just confirm what [ knew to the truth and that is Yeshua is the Creator force of the Father. If you take this to mean
that Yeshua was only a manifestation of God I would disagree with you. Scripture tells us over and over that God is
beyond our comprehension and the little bit He has shared with us has only caused differing understandings about

God.

The Biblical story of Joseph reveals to us the story of Yeshua. There are other Biblical figures like Isaac that also
reveal Yeshua but the story of Joseph is one of the more striking ones. To those who say Yeshua is not shown in
the Tanach [ would beg to differ by pointing to the story of Joseph and several others as the symbolic revelations
God uses to share some of the truth about Himself and His Son.

As Messianic Believers who accept the validity of the Word of God that must include the Tanach and the Apostolic
Scriptures, from Genesis to Revelation, as one continuous story, not just of mankind, but more importantly the story
of the Messiah Yeshua.

1 Kings 3:15
15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of
the covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

In the Haftarah portion we see Solomon after he had assumed the throne of his father David. He dreamed where
God re-affirmed the promise He had made to David with Solomon. The Haftarah portion mirrors the overall theme
of the Torah portion in that the opening passages of this week’s Torah portion show us the dream Joseph had that
would bring him from prison to freedom in a heartbeat.

God uses dreams to speak to His people. He did it with the patriarchs and the prophets. He would do it with the
Apostles. He does it today with different people. The problem we have today is in discerning what is from God and
what is not. Many times I hear from people who tell me God has spoken to them through His Ruach HaKodesh or



Holy Spirit. The problem is what these people say they have heard from God. I distinctly remember one such
instance many years back when someone, who was then a part of our congregation but no longer is, told me that
God spoke to them and said that keeping Christmas was alright.

I could not believe what I was hearing and just stood them dumbfounded. A professing Messianic who said God
had told them that keeping Christmas was alright. Since that time I have had several others who also said they have
no problem in celebrating Christmas as they are doing it because they like the decorations or their families celebrate
it and they want to be able to connect with their families. Are we connecting with our families if we are not living the
witness God has called us to? I base what [ do upon what I know the Messiah did. One may say that of course
Yeshua did not keep Christmas because Christmas is about His birth. If Yeshua’s birthday was to be a cause of
celebration yearly, don’t you think God would have included it in the Festivals He gave us? Or maybe He did but it
falls out at another more appropriate time of the year?

Is the celebration of Christmas a celebration of the birth of the Messiah Yeshua or simply a reason to go shopping?
Should we not be about celebrating the Biblical Festivals that God gave to us in Leviticus chapter 23 before even
considering celebrating non-Biblical ones? We struggle with His Biblical Festivals but we have no problem with
celebrating non-God given holidays. God gave His Festival in the Spring and Fall with none in the dead of winter
except for the non-Biblical Jewish festival of Chanukah, that honors an event found in the Book of the Maccabees.
As Chanukah draws closer you will begin to see a slew of articles about God being in the festival, so therefore, we
can celebrate it. I do not deny that God is seen in the festival of Chanukah and it honors an event from Jewish
history that upheld the honor of God, but once again [ must reiterate that we must do all we can to keep first the
Biblical Festivals given by God before any other. Please remember that the weekly Sabbath is the first of His Biblical
Festivals found in Leviticus 23.

Leviticus 23:1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'The
feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts. 3 ' Six days shall work
be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the
Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 4 ' These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall
proclaim at their appointed times.

If you are new to the Messianic walk I would encourage you to read Leviticus chapter 23. God orders His plan
around these Biblical times and we should do the same.

dJohn 6:10-15

10 Then Yeshua said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down,
in number about five thousand. 11 And Yeshua took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed
them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 12
So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost." 13
Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which were
left over by those who had eaten. 14 Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Yeshua did, said, "This is
truly the Prophet who is to come into the world." 15 Therefore when Yeshua perceived that they were about to
come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.

One of the signs of a prophet was the miracles they would perform. One of the things that would separate the
Messiah from all other prophets was the number of miracles He would do. It was these miracles that would set the
Messiah apart and would signal His coming. One of the problems that arose that miracles would be a sign of the
Messiah’s first coming as well as His second one. This caused the Jewish people to desire Yeshua to be the Son of



David rather than the Son of Joseph, the suffering servant. The road to the Davidic King would have to through the
way of suffering first.

This would apply not only to the Messiah but to those who would follow after Him. What I mean is we must first
drink the cup that Yeshua drunk before we can come into the majesty of His Kingdom. To be true followers of the
Messiah we must be willing to share in His trials and tribulations.

James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various
trials.

Both James (Yaakov) and Peter (Shimon Kefa) knew that trials were part of being a follower of Yeshua. They were
not the only ones who knew this as the Apostle Paul also writes about trials. Those who try to tell you that if a bad
thing happens to you or illness comes upon you, that these are signs you have done something wrong. I have also
seen some leaders in the Church try to use the suffering of others as a sign they have not given enough financially
to the Church. This has no validation from the Word of God. There are Scriptures that tell us God will bless us if we
tithe, but the blessing God gives to us may not necessarily be what we are looking for.

[ remember when I was in the Church many years ago and it was commonly taught that if you gave one dollar God
would bless you by giving you back two dollars. This blessing would be multiplied by the more you gave. It was
always said you could not out-give God. I would agree with the last statement that one can not out-give God. If
everything flows from God then whatever we have is from Him. Financial prosperity is not the only blessing God
gives but it seems to be one of the more important ones to most Churches and even to Messianic groups. Yes we
live in a society that is no longer predominantly agricultural but commercial in its nature. Money drives our
economy and our lives.

I am not saying money is bad but is a necessity to live in our world. Yet, what has this done to our world and to
those who come into contact with us and wish to emulate us? We strive to be like the Greek and Roman societies of
old without realizing just how much we have become like them. There are some who believe the United States is
not mentioned in the book of Revelation because it will not be around or that the United States is the Babylon
spoken about. It is very possible the United States will not be the superpower it believes itself to be at that point in
time. The world is changing and as nations in history have found their place is not what it once was. There is a new
world coming, one we were not expecting because we have tried to interpret God’s prophecies with our
understanding.

This has caused many different speculations to arise as the chess board of the world’s nation’s changes right before
our eyes. | have always said keep your eyes on the Middle East. That is the center of God’s universe in His plan for
mankind. The pieces are being moved right before our eyes as God and Satan play out the Lord’s plan right before
us. We are but one of the pieces being moved about. No matter what Satan tries to do God will checkmate him as
He created the plan and His will be done.

Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Revelation 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in

the sea, and all that are in them, [ heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!"



In the end [ choose God and His Messiah Yeshua. What choice will you make?

Hallow my dreams, Holy One. May the gleams of Your light, the visions of Your truth, that bless me
here, abide with me when I go out into the world, keeping me steadfast in loyalty to You and Your
commandments...Forms of Praver
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