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Message 12 -8-07
Miketz -At the End of
Genesis 41:1 -44:17

1 Kings 3:15 -4:1

Introduction

Joseph interprets Pharoahds dreams and is elevate
and has two sons Manasseh and Ephram. Josephds brothers come to EQg)
test.

Genesis 41:9 -16

9 Then the chief cupbearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying, "I would make mention today of noyvn
offenses.10 "Pharaoh was furious with his servants, and he put me in confinement in the house of
the captain of the bodyguard,both me and the chief bakerl1l "We had a dream on the same night,
he and I; each of us dreamed according to the interpretation of hvn dream. 12 "Now a Hebrew
youth waswith us there, a servant of the captain of the bodyguard, and we relatédem to him, and
he interpreted our dreams for us. To each one he interpreted according to luig/n dream. 13 "And
just as he interpreted for us, so it dppened; he restored me in my office, but he hanged him."
14 Then Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, and they hurriedly brought him out of the dungeon;
and when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came to Phara&b. Pharaoh said to
Joseph,"l have had a dream, but no one can interpret it; and | have heard it said about you, that
when you hear a dream you can interpret it.16 Joseph then answered Pharaoh, saying, "It is not in
me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."

I n thisrweekdwepdhave the story of Josephds rise |
person in Egypt. In this we can see the story of our Messiah Yeshua. He was born into a lowly

position and rose to be a respected and hated teacher. At the height of His pdaity He was

brought low and was killed. Then when all hope was lost, by His disciples, He rose from the grave to
overcome death and to be at His Fatherds right he
and reign as the rightful Davidic King.

The story of Joseph should not be lost on us when compared to the story of Yeshua. Joseph was
born into his father Jacob®&6s household as the vyo
fatherds favorite because hetatvile same¢ tme hesvasitheohild hi s f
of his fatherds favorite wife. Hi s brothers harbo
their own flesh and blood. They plotted to kill him but at the last moment he was sold into slavery.
In Egypthewass ol d i nto one of Pharaohds main servants h
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the household but the wife of the official falsely accused Joseph of trying to rape her. For this he was
placed into prison where he excelled and was placed in charge of thason. In the end he was freed
from prison and placed at the right hand of the Pharaoh much as Yeshua was placed at the right
hand of His Father.

The story of Joseph is referred to as thBuffering Servantor the Messiah ben JosephThe Messiah

benJosehi s one of the Messiahds the Jewish people ar
than one Messiah may be alien to most of us but it is a Jewish belief nonetheless. Most observant

Jews are | ooking f Massiah beo Joddghend iheaMeSstah be hagid The

maj ority of Christians a mMéssibthdbenDavavho willicemeandeulel oo ki n
and reign. The main problem with the Jewish people is they are still looking for the first coming of

the Messiah while most of us aroking for the second coming.

This does not make the Jewish people wrong because much of what we believe and understand

comes from Judaism. While the Judaism of 2,000 years ago is different from the Judaism of today,

in many ways it is still the same, th the same problems and the same beliefs. One of the major

di fferences between the Judaism of today and that
Yeshua today while 2,000 years ago it was mostly Jews who believed in Yeshua in the beginning.

Acts 21:20 And when they heardit, they glorified the Lord. And they said to him, "You see,
brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all zealous for the
Torah.

The passage from Acts 21:20 was when the Apostle Paul cameJerusalem to talk to the brethren

gathered there. The Apostle James, leader of the congregation there as well as the head of the

council, was telling Paul that while his news about the belief in Yeshua among the Gentiles was
wonderful there were thousandf Jews who also believed in Yeshua and kept the Torah. Torah

was at the heart of a Messianic Believerods wal Kk
afterwards. It was only with the outpouring of the belief by nodews that the situation changed.

Since there were more Gentiles than there were Jews it was inevitable that the pendulum would

swing in the opposite direction.

Even today not much has changed in that regard except that more Jews are accepting Yeshua as

Messiah. At the same time we have more meJews or Gentiles who are maintaining their faith in

Yeshua but searching their Hebrew or Jewish roots and coming into an understanding of their

heritage. This was something that even the Jewish people had to do throughout their history. The

sad fact of he matter is that the Jewish leadership in Israel today are not among those Jews who are

Believers in anything to the degree they are willing to give away the land of their heritage. There are

many Christians who understand better what the land of Israelemans i n Godds proph:
Perhaps this is one of those things that will make Judah jealous and turn back to the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?

Isaiah 11:13 Also the envyof Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off;
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

I think that this Scripture should be prayed every day by all of us. If we really believe we are part of

the nation of Israel then as members of that nation and as part of the reunification of Judah and
Ephraim we must start behaving like we are citizens of that nation, put together by God and under
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the Kingship of our Messiah Yeshua. Of course there are Jews who do iatieve in Yeshua but

had it not been for Godds Dblinding of them most
today because you would have had to convert to Judaism or, at the least, you would have had to be

a God-fearer. Remember please what the &s 15 Council was meeting to decide. Whether or not
non-Jews had to convert and become JewBEFORE they could believe in Messiah Yeshua. That is

nothing like what we have today and have had for close to 1800 years.

The interesting thing about the story bJoseph is that despite becoming like an Egyptian on the
outside he remained a Hebrew on the inside. Even his own brothers could not recognize him when
they stood before him some 20 years later. | realize that many of us would show changed over a 20
year span of time but Joseph recognized them but they did not recognize him. While we must live in
the world around us are we to take on the ways of the world or are we to maintain the ways of God?
One must make these decisions for himself and not allow the dito make them for him. We must

all keep in mind that Joseph did not compromise in his faith in his God and even proclaimed his
faith before Pharaoh only to be rewarded for his faith and not punished. We must remember that
one day we will all have to stad before the Judge of the universe and give an accounting. Will you
be ready?

1 Kings 3:15

3:15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt offeringsffered peace offerings, and
made a feast for all his servants.

Why this portion for the Haftarah portion this week? Remember what the Haftarah was for. It had
been instituted by the Jewish rabbis of old when the Jewish people had been forbidden to stutig
Torah. In order to get around the law against studying the Torah the rabbis of old chose sections
from the books of the Prophets that mirrored the general theme of the Torah portion for a particular
week. Since studying the Haftarah portion was not olawed they could read and discuss these
passages and then in turn bring the discussion around to the Torah theme without violating the law.
When the law was done away with the Jewish people kept the Haftarah reading along with the
Torah reading. As Believes today we add in a portion from the Apostolic Scriptures as well though
that has not been as fixed as the Torah and Haftarah portions are.

The portion for this week revolves around the gen
dream aboutthe® ven years of plenty and the seven years ¢
as well as the famous incident with the baby and the two women claiming to be his mother the
rabbis wanted to bring to mind Josephotsvaydhate am as
Solomon had had his dream and had received wisdom as a gift from the Lord when asked by God

what he desired.

1 Kings 3:7 "Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father
David, but I am a little child; | do not knowhow to go out or come in.8 "And Your servantis in the
midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too nhumerous to be numbered or
counted. 9 "Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that | may
discern betwe@ good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?0 The speech
pleased the LORD, that Solomon had asked this thind1 Then God said to him: "Because you
have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor haasked riches for yourself,
nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice,
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12 "behold, | have done according to your words; see, | have given you a wise and understanding
heart, so that there has not éen anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.

As God had raised up Joseph and had blessed him with wisdom and understanding, so too, He
blessed Solomon. The difference between Joseph and Solomon is that Joseph stayed the course i

his faith in the Al mighty while Solomon did not.
while Joseph did not. Joseph was taken to Egypt when he was 17 years old. Only when his father

died was Joseph allowed to leave Egypt and then only for éert time. From the age of 17 until he

died at 110 years of age Joseph kept his faith in God and taught his sons the same.

It should be noted that it would be Josephds son
the firstborn when he was the gnadson of Jacob and the youngest son of Joseph. It would be
Ephraim who would | ead the ten northern tribes wh

son. It would also be the fate of Ephraim, the kingdom, to never have a man upon its throne who
would follow the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

1 Kings 11:43 Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his
father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

Hasndt it amazed you how one f atmugh partscobthat shmeh ol d o
family did not? This mirrors what happens in many families today. Do we all have children who

have followed our lead? How about the husbands and wives? What about your siblings? The list

could go on and on but I think you get mymeaning. Faith in God should be something passed on

from one generation to the next but it is not. It is a sad commentary on the state of man since the
beginning. Had this been done successfully God would not have had to bring the flood upon the

earth nor would Adam and Chava have been cast out of the garden. Maybe Cain would not have

killed Abel had he done what was right in the eyes of the Lord?

We could speculate endlessly on this and other things we find in the Bible. The end result would still
be the same because hindsight is 20/20 as they say. How many of us have done what is right in the
eyes of the Lord 100% of the time? | will be the first one to admit that | have not. | have to be

mindful of my walk each and every day. | am sure that Joseph had tme mindful of his surroundings

all the time in Egypt yet nowhere do | see where he compromised his faith. He even went so far as
to ensure that his brethren would be in a place in Egypt that kept them removed from the main flow

of Egyptian life. | think his was to keep them from straying from their faith because religion in Egypt

was all consuming and was everywhere.

Solomon was the king of Israel, so he set the tone for his nation, not the way Joseph had done.
Joseph never deni e dbutSoelemodiddSolonion dllowed his wiveh te turd Isis
heart away from his God to sink to the lowest that one could go.

1 Kings 11:4 For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other
gods; and hisheart was not loyal to the LORD his God, asvasthe heart of his father David5 For
Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of
the Ammonites.6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fult follow the LORD, as
did his father David.7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on
the hill thatis east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon.



Solomon, a man whom God blessed with an abundace of wisdom, did a very stupid thing. Joseph
had been blessed with the wisdom to interpret dreams and wisdom overall. He stayed true to his
God while Solomon did not. Despite all of his wisdom and the blessings God bestowed upon him
Solomon did not reman true to the tenets of the Torah.

Deuteronomy 17:18 "Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall
write for himself a copy of this Torah in a book, fronthe one before the priests, the Levites.

God had instructed Moses to wte that all the kings of Israel were to write a copy of the book of the
Torah from the original one given to the Priests to safeguard and to teach to the Children of Israel.
Most of the kings of Israel did not remain true to the Torah and neither did thehildren of Israel.
Even in our day we see the same thing taking place but there is hope.

Acts 2:17 -21

17 'AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS," God says, THAT | WILL POUR FORTH OF
MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL
PROPHESY,AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN
SHALL DREAM DREAMS;18 EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN,
| WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT And they shall prophesy9 '‘AND

| WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE AND SIGNS ON THE ERTH BELOW,
BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE20 'THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO
DARKNESS AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS
DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME.21 'AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO
CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.[Joel 2:28-32]

We close this weekds teaching with another pa
Scriptures, that talk about dreams and vision
and Haftarah portions. The words being spoken by the Apstle Peter in Acts 2:1721 are

guoted from the book of the Prophet Joel. Peter is talking about their application as to what

the people were hearing and seeing happening as the Lord poured out His Ruach
HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) upon the disciples gatheredat day in the Temple in Jerusalem.

You might be asking yourself, OHow does he kn
text refers to the upper room?06 The reason |
any room in any home in Jerusalem could nohold all of the disciples and 3000 people but

the Temple could. Where else would you find this many people gathered at one time?

Because Shavuot was a pilgrimage festival as commanded by the Lord this was one of the

times when there would be a large crowdf people gathered together in Jerusalem. It would

be the ideal time for the Lord to perform a miracle thereby grabbing the attention of the

pilgrims there. Remember the description in the book of Acts talks about those gathered

there who were from many dfferent lands particularly from some of the places the
supposedo | ost were.i beso

Acts 2:5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven.6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were caised, because
everyone heard them speak in his own languageél Then they were all amazed and marveled,
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saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galilean8?'And how is it thatwe hear,
each in our own language in which we were born® "Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asid0 "Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytég,
"Cretans and Arabs- we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of Godl2
So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?"

The one thing that should strike you is the nations these people arern. You will note that some of
them are the places where the ten northern tribes had been taken to during the Assyrian exile. It
always seems to be lost on many people that there were two exiles. The first one was the Assyrian
captivity and the second andbest known was the Babylonian exile. The differences between the two
were primarily what happened to the people taken away. The Assyrians tended spread their captives
out while the Babylonians allowed them to stay together. The reason that this had to hagpthis

way should not be | ost on us because it was God?®o
Ephraim had there would have been no way to know who the Messiah would be because Judah
would have | ost their identityhnerttl os bothéouseaof Ephr a

Israel but Judah was kept fairly intact for a purpose.

What we are seeing in our day is the return of Ephraim as they begin to discover who they are and
where they came from. Interesting enough is the fact that Joseph would bensidered to a part of
the House of Ephraim and he never lost the knowledge of who he was, where he had come from
and where he wanted his bones to be buried. He wanted to go home where he had been born and
where he spent part of his youth.

In many waysthis is the same desire so many Believers have to return to the land of Israel. It is a
deep inner feeling that calls to you. It is a longing and a desire to go home. No matter where one
was born, the country of birth does not matter; when one is born of &siah and the Spirit of the
Lord fills him or her his heart leans towards the place where God put His Name. It does not matter
who is in control physically of the Promised Land. The truth is the land belongs to the Lord and
nothing can change that. So, deam of returning to the land because one day your dream will come
true when Messiah Yeshua returns to reign as tiMessiah ben David

I know what it is to lose confidence: what it is to doubt myself -who | am and whether
my life has meaning. On Your Shabba t give me rest from my doubts and fears. Give me
the assurance that Your presence will be with me always.
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