Message 10-28-06
Noach-Noah (Rest)
Genesis 6:9-11:32
Isaiah 54:1-55:5
1 Peter 3:8-22

Introduction
The portion called Noach is named for Noah, who — in the face of catastrophe — becomes the bearer of the hopes of
human and animal life.

Genesis 9:1-11

1 So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 "And the fear
of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the
earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. 3 "Every moving thing that lives shall be food
for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. 4 "But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its
blood. 5 "Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and
from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. 6 "Whoever sheds man's
blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man. 7 And as for you, be fruitful and
multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth and multiply in it." 8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with
him, saying: 9 "And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you, 10
"and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that
go out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 11 "Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."

Sometimes some people try to use verse three to show that there were no dietary laws in existence prior to the
giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. In fact some Jewish rabbis use verse three and several others to say there are
laws meant for the rest of mankind other than the Torah and that the Torah was meant only for non-Jews or
Gentiles. The problem with this line of thinking is it goes against many other Scriptures that tell us the Torah is for
everyone. Even more than that a literal reading of verse three would put it in opposition to an earlier Scripture that
tells us there were clean and unclean animals.

Genesis 7:2 "You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of
animals that are unclean, a male and his female.”

God gave Noah this instruction prior to the instruction in verse three. If we were to take verse three as overriding the
instruction of Genesis 7:2 we would be in a quandary because what would be the point in God telling Noah to take
clean and unclean animals on board the Ark only to later tell Noah it would be alright to eat unclean animals? What
we need to keep in mind is that the knowledge of clean and unclean existed from the beginning and unclean
animals were never considered food in the first place. It would appear that prior to the flood mankind were
vegetarians. After the flood many things changed and one of them was God was allowing man to eat the meat



from animals where before the flood man was not allowed. The issue of clean and unclean was not done away with
but was still in effect as to what man could eat of the animal kingdom.

Verse 9:1 of our reading for this week also provides for us precedence in a promise given by God being passed on
to a new generation. In this case Noah and his sons were being given the same command that was given to Adam
and Chava.

Genesis 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds
multiply on the earth."

Genesis 1:28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the
earth."

Genesis 28:3 "May God Almighty bless you, and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may be an
assembly of peoples.”

This promise found in Genesis 28:3 is from Isaac to Jacob as Jacob is about to leave his father’s house and make
his way back to his mother’s family. In the blessing being given by Isaac to his youngest son we see a continuation
of the blessing first given by God to Adam and Chava and then passed on to Noah and his descendants.

Genesis 35:11 Also God said to him: "l am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of
nations shall proceed from you, and kings shall come from your body.”

In Genesis 35:11 we see God blessing Jacob in the same way He had blessed Adam and Chava. The importance of
this blessing should not be lost on us nor the fact that it is a continuation of one that God first gave to our parents,
Adam and Chava, in the garden after their creation and one that has been passed down from generation to
generation but seen confirmed to those God had chosen to be His chosen line on the earth.

This promise preceded the creation of the Children of Israel and was a promise that preceded the creation of the
Jewish people who came into existence after the Babylonian exile with the return under Ezra. This has been a
universal promise given by God to those people He chose from among the nations of the earth. If we assume that
the dietary commands given to Noah are not part of the Torah laws so therefore they are to be seen as the Noahide
laws applicable only to Gentiles then the blessing given to Noah to be fruitful and multiply would have to be seen in
the same way. Of course we know that Judaism takes this command as one of the most important ones to be found
in the Torah.

You can not say one law is applicable to one group and another law applicable to another group. There is one set
of laws for everyone who chooses to follow God. I hate to put it this way, but the Noahide laws are garbage!

Exodus 12:49 "One Torah shall be for the native-born and for the sojourner (ger) who dwells among you."

God declares that there is one Torah for all. If God says it is so then why does man continue to try to circumvent

God?

Isaiah 54:9-10
9 " For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; for as | have sworn that the waters of Noah would no longer cover the
earth, so have | sworn that I would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you. 10 For the mountains shall depart and



the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed," says
the LORD, who has mercy on you.

God has called Israel to be His special people from among all the nations that have ever existed or will ever exist.

Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special
treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.”

Deuteronomy 7:6 "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be
a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.”

When God gave these promises they were given specifically to the Children of Israel. The main thing we must keep
in mind concerning the Children of Israel is that they are not limited to the Jewish people only. A study of the Word
of God will show us that anyone who accepts the God of Israel, places his faith in Yeshua as the one who took
away our sins, and follow the Torah are considered by God to be part of Israel. One does not have to be native
born into Israel or the Jewish people to have a share in this promise.

In fact, one can be born into the Jewish people and not follow the ways of the Lord only to find themselves outside
the promises of God. This is not something [ made up my friends. This is a Biblical truth.

Romans 2:26 Therefore, if an uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his
uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 27 And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the Torah,
judge you who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the Torah?

Romans 3:30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

Romans 4:9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we
say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was
circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the
father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also,
12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of
the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.

Galatians 2:7 But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to
me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter.

Each of these Scriptures affirms the promise is the same to the circumcised and the uncircumcised. This means that
irregardless of whether one is a Jew or not the promises of God are to all. This idea is carried through even further
in the passage from Colossians 3:11.

Colossians 3:11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Messiah is all and in all.

This is not the only time the Apostle Paul said this. The point he is trying to make is that it does not matter who you
are or where you come from, the promise of the Messiah, therefore of God, are the same to everyone. We are all
equal in the eyes of God because of the Messiah Yeshua.



1 Peter 3:18-22

18 For Messiah also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death
in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who
formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now
saves us -- baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.

The writer of 1 Peter carries the same thought put forward by Paul. In fact he goes one step further by telling us that
Yeshua who died in the flesh but was alive in the Spirit, had gone down into Ghenna to share the Good News from
those spirits in prison. He compares those in this prison to be like the eight people who were in the Ark waiting for
the day of their release from their prison. He also goes on to say that the flood was a form of immersion that is not
meant for the cleansing of the body but instead is meant for a cleansing of the soul preparing the way for the
coming of Yeshua.

Ephesians 5:26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word.

Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.

Immersion is a washing of the body that is a physical act to show us a spiritual one. While water acts as a cleansing
agent for the body it is simply an example for us of the immersion into Yeshua we all experience when we accept
Yeshua as the source of salvation for our sins and after that we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit who comes to
dwell within us to empower us in our walk in the ways of the Lord.

This is nothing more than a culmination of the promises given by God to Adam and Chava and their descendants,
of whom, we are also. | am not trying to trivialize Yeshua’s sacrifice but to show it as a natural culmination of the
promises of God to His children. God did not create us as an afterthought. Indeed He gave our creation much
thought and consideration. Yet even in all the thought put into our creation God would not take away our free will
because we are created in the image of our Creator, so therefore, we have all of our Creator’ attributes which
includes free will.

This part of our creation necessitated the need for Yeshua because God knew that with free will would come
disobedience on our part of what God desired for us. What God desires for us runs parallel or against what Satan
desires for us. God desires that which is good for us while Satan desires what is the opposite of what God desires.
Satan was created by God as an immortal creature while we were created as mortal capable of attaining immortality
through acceptance of the Messiah Yeshua. Satan can not grant immortality. This is a gift freely given by God when
one accepts His yoke upon us.

Matthew 11:29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

The yoke of Yeshua is the Torah, properly taught by the Messiah, which becomes not a burden that weighs us
down but a burden that is easy.

Acts 15:10 "Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear?



God’s burden is not a burden at all but a delight meant to free us from the laws of men and bring us into the
Kingdom of God. We are the inheritors of the promises given to those who follow in the footsteps of the Messiah.
Who walked in the cool of the day in the Garden with Adam and Chava?

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

This is something that is hard to explain if God is only a Spirit who can not be seen or heard. It is easy to
understand when one accepts who Yeshua is and that it was He who walked in the Garden and spoke with our
ancestors. Yeshua has existed from before the beginning and it will be through Him that we will walk with Him once
again in the Garden.

Keep me from sinning out of embarrassment: doing things because others are doing them, and saying
“yes” when I really want to say “no” - only because it might be awkward. Teach me to learn how to
@o a straight, simple way.

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!

© 2006 Mordecai Silver -Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. This teaching may not be reproduced
or shared in any manner without the express written consent of the author Mordecai Silver. For
permission please contact Mordecai Silver at treelife@etz-chayim.org

for a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, go to Etz
Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation at www.etz-chayim.org

Mordecai's weekly Shabbat Message is now available in audio for listening pleasure by
subscribing monthly by contacting Mordecai at treelife@etz-chayim.org. For more information
on the audio CD program check www.etz-chavim.orqg and click on the audio link. His teaching is
also available in .pdf format at www.etz-chayim.org.

If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz-
chayim.orqg/cqgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl

for other Torah Studies check out:

Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah (sign up)

Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)

Ariel ben-Lyman HaNaviy yeshua613@hotmail.com (request to be added to list)

Daniel Klutstein at daniel_klutstein@hotmail.com (request to be added to e-mail list)



Part of the Tree of Life Messianic Ministries Network www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html

for weekly Torah commentary sign up by sending an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to subscribe to
Whole House of Israel or Whole House of Israel Light (less e-mail)

to join an on-line discussion community of a Yeshua/Torah based Hebrew-Jewish Messianic walk send an e-mail
request to Mordecai Silver asking to register with the Discussion Forum at treelife@etz-chayim.org.

Etz Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation www.etz-chayim.org




