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Shemot-Names
Exodus 1:1-6:1

Isaiah 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23
1 Corinthians 14:13-25

Introduction
We begin the book of Exodus and the story of Israel and Moses.

Exodus 1:1-10

1 Now these are the names of the children of Israel who came to Egypt; each man and his household came with
Jacob: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 4 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
5 All those who were descendants of Jacob were seventy persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already). 6 And Joseph
died, all his brothers, and all that generation. 7 But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly,
multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land was filled with them. 8 Now there arose a new king over
Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, "Look, the people of the children of Israel are more
and mightier than we; 10 "come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it happen, in the event of
war, that they also join our enemies and fight against us, and so go up out of the land."

To me, verse 10 sums up what is taking place between Israel and the Nations. “Let us deal shrewdly with them” —
isn’t this what the Arab and other Moslem countries are doing? They promise Israel one thing and then do
something else. We saw this in our Torah portions before this one especially with Laban’s dealings with Jacob.

Genesis 29:25 So it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, "What is this
you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I served you? Why then have you deceived me?"

Genesis 31:2 Jacob saw the attitude of Laban, and behold, it was not friendly toward him as formerly.

Genesis 31:43 And Laban answered and said to Jacob, "These daughters are my daughters, and these children
are my children, and this flock is my flock; all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day to these my daughters
or to their children whom they have borne?

In Genesis 29:25 Laban tricked Jacob by giving him Leah instead of Rachel. Then he gives Rachel to Jacob after
Jacob commits to serving Laban for seven years more than he already has served. In Genesis 31:2 God is blessing
Jacob and increasing his flocks and Laban and his sons see what is happening and become jealous of all that Jacob
has. Finally in Genesis 31:43 Jacob flees from Laban and Laban chases after him. Before Laban catches up to
Jacob he has a dream in which God tells him to be careful in how he deals with Jacob. God instructs Laban not to
do either good or bad to Jacob.



Laban uses the excuse that his household idols have been stolen and checks the tents of Jacob’s people including
those of his daughters. We know that Rachel has taken her father’s household gods and hidden them. Laban can
not find the idols and Jacob confronts Laban and asks him why he has pursued him. In Genesis 31:43 Laban
answers that Jacob’s wives, Leah and Rachel, are his daughters, and the children they have borne are his and the
flock is his. This brings to mind the way the Arab nations view not just the land of Israel but anywhere they have
ever been. It is a Moslem belief that if they once possessed a place, and even if they are no longer in possession or
even if it was not theirs to begin with, it is still theirs and will always be theirs.

The Moslem mindset is such that because they once possessed the land of Israel that it is still theirs. They know
Israel will not simply move out because the Moslem nations want them to. So, instead, the Palestinians claim right
of return for all Arabs who can prove they once held property in Israel. Israel is well aware of the fact that if they
were to comply with what the Arabs want, the state of Israel as it now exists will forever be changed with the
majority of the population becoming Moslem and Arab. What the Arab nations can not get by force they will get by
dealing shrewdly with Israel just as the Torah tells us Pharaoh and the Egyptians did with the Hebrews.

[ am sure that some of you must be wondering why God would have allowed this situation to happen as God knew
it would happen. God needed to protect the emerging people of Israel and placing them in Egypt at that point in
time would accomplish His desire. God was also moving the Hebrews into place for the fulfillment of His plan to
establish the nation of Israel and validate their existence before the eyes of the world by humbling the world power
at that time — Egypt! Scripture is more than the literal story of what we are reading at that point in time. Scripture is
the unfolding Word of God revealed to us as prophecy. While the prophetic word is speaking about future events,
they may not be speaking about a single future event but several events timed to take place when God wills it.

Just as the story of Joseph had a literal application at that point in time we also saw the prophetic implications of
how Joseph was a type of the Messiah. That is the beauty of the Word of God. It constantly reveals new secrets and
meanings to God’s children.

2 Peter 1:19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

Verse 20 of the book of 2 Peter tells us that no prophecy of Scripture is to be interpreted privately.
20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation.

This verse 20 is from the NAU or New American Standard version of the Bible. What it should make clear to us is
that prophecy is not a matter for interpretation by an individual. We see the opposite of this, not only today, but in
times past. We have seen men and women claiming to interpret God’s Word and trying to tell us future events. At
one time it was what the Soviet Union place in prophecy would be. At that time no one even dreamed of the
Moslem countries playing a part in God’s plan and yet by reading the word of God we would have seen that the
Arabs and Israel would always be in contention with one another. When someone tells me that many Moslems are
peace-loving and God-fearing | would have to say to them that have they read or even glanced at the Koran, the
Moslem Bible? The Koran does not have nice things to say about the Jewish people or for that matter anyone who
is not a Moslem.

The Koran embraces the promises of Allah which are the opposite of the promises of God to Israel. In the Koran
Isaac is replaced by Ishmael in who is the heir to all that Abraham has and who God has chosen. Isaac is the odd



man out according to the Koran. It is a sad commentary when anyone who believes in the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob say that we can trust the Moslems. The Holocaust happened a little over 50 years ago and yet at this
point in time we have people claiming the holocaust never happened or now to the extent claimed. The Jewish
people said “Never Again” in reference to allowing another holocaust and yet it is happening and with the help of
Jewish people all over the world.

By Israel being willing to trade off land for a promised peace and the Jewish people of the Diaspora turning away
from God and His Torah we are setting ourselves up for a fall. Whether one is Jewish or not, if you claim to be a
follower of God and Yeshua you will have no alternative but to stand out in the crowd. I don’t know how many of
you know this, but as the holocaust began in Germany many Jews were amazed that they were being rounded up
because they believed they were good Germans first and Jews second. The Holocaust was not about being good
Germans but about finding a scapegoat for society’s ills and a way to cleanse society of those the government
wanted out of the way. There were others involved in the Holocaust in additions to the Jewish people.

We are being set up for the same thing to happen again. God’s word has told us it would happen. History does
repeat itself because it is prophecy come to pass again and again until God accomplishes His purpose.

Isaiah 27:6
6 Those who come He shall cause to take root in Jacob; Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world
with fruit.

This is prophetic in nature and we have seen this come to pass several times. One of these times is in our day with
the rebirth of the nation of Israel. Where once there were deserts not they bloom with life. Trees, flowers, and
people dwell in places no one thought possible. Nations throughout the world are in contact with Israel to find out
how they have done what they have. Even Arab or Moslem countries have been in touch with Israel and yet
publicly they would not admit to it lest their Arab or Moslem brethren hear about it and come against them. Several
Arab countries are vying for nuclear capability. While they claim peaceful uses I direct you to the Bible to learn of
their true intentions.

The Arab people are a result of the coming together of Abraham and Hagar, the Egyptian servant of Sarah. After
being put out of Abraham’s camp and Ishmael growing into manhood, his mother Hagar, married him to an
Egyptian woman. The Arab people count their father as Abraham, a Hebrew, and their mother as Hagar, an
Egyptian. Ishmael is also of Hebrew and Egyptian heritage while Isaac is the son of Hebrews, Abraham and Sarah
who traveled from Ur of Chaldea. Abraham and Sarah could very well be of Babylonian descent from what is
modern day Iraqg. This is why all of the people who live in the Middle East area are Semites and not just the Jewish
people.

Oh, what a tangled web has been woven by God right before our eyes. If one connects the dots in Scripture you
can see God’s intent. Man has always felt the need to help God bring His plan to fruition only to mess things up.
Had Sarah and Abraham trusted in God’s promise of a heir through Sarah and Abraham and not through Abraham
and Hagar, we would not have the Arab-Israeli-Moslem-Jewish conflict we have. That is one of the pitfalls of free-
will. God allows us to make choices, some of which are not going to turn out for our good. Yet God can take that
which man has twisted and turn it for His own purpose.

Joshua 1:8 "This Book of the Torah shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night,
that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and
then you will have good success.



The Koran does not speak of the Torah of God. The Church speaks of the Torah but not to its good. Messianics are
confused over the issue as Jewish people are.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's
OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light. [Exodus 19:5-6, Deuteronomy 4:20, 7:6, 10:15, 14:2, Isaiah 9:2, 42:16, 43:20, 61:6, 66:21]

God’s plan is clear. All who are descended from Abraham through faith are the sons and daughters of God.

1 Corinthians 14:20-25

20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.
21 In the Torah it is written: "With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; and yet, for all
that, they will not hear Me," says the Lord. 22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to
unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole
congregation comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are
uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets
of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among
you.

When someone hears about the gifts of the Spirit usually the first thing they focus on is speaking in tongues. They
take the least of the gifts and elevate it as the greatest of the gifts.

1 Corinthians 14:5 [ wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies
is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 6
But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by
revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?

Corinthians 14:22 Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying
is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.

It is interesting that while many in the Pentecostal and Charismatic branches of the Church and within the Messianic
Movement have lost sight of the reason for the gift of tongues. Tongues are meant for unbelievers to witness to them
by Believers. Prophecy is for building up the Body of Believers and is not for unbelievers. Prophecy is not only
about the future but is a word of exhortation, good or bad, to help the Body. Prophecy was God’s way to exhort
Israel to stay on the straight and narrow and then to warn them what was to happen because they strayed away
from God.

We have stayed away from God and we do not even know it! We are going down that road that many others have
traveled before us. The Church traveled down a road away from its Jewish origins. The Hebrew Roots Movement
has traveled down a road back to its Hebrew-Jewish Roots and some have kept on that Road right into Judaism
and away from Messiah. There are even some in Judaism who have traveled into the Moslem religion as well as
many of the Christian denominations. At times Messianic Judaism is not sure of whom they really are. The same
can be said for many in the Ephraimite Movement.

As a Jew who believes Yeshua is the Messiah Judaism says [ am no longer a Jew but a Christian. Yet on the other
hand, a Jew who claims to be an atheist, Hindu, etc., is still a Jew by Jewish teaching. Talk about being confused!
We are a confused people my friends. Sometimes I am not sure if we are coming or going or whether we really



know what it is we believe in. Many who come into the Messianic Movement are really still looking for the Church
in what they do and that causes many to go back to the Church or to turn Messianic congregations into Hebrew-
Christian entities that resemble nothing. [ recently saw an ad for one group that promised a “nostalgic” return to the
Apostolic Church of the first century with this “nostalgic” look at the Hebrew Roots.

Nostalgia: a bittersweet longing for things, persons, or situations of the past.

What is a bittersweet longing for the past? What past do they long for because in the same breath that they talk
about the Hebrew Roots they mention the Church? The Church is never mentioned in connection with Israel or the
Jewish people. The word that is commonly translated as Church in the Apostolic Scriptures is from the Hebrew
word kahal, for congregation or assembly. The Greek word that is translated as Church is ekklesia and means
assembly and is the word most commonly used to translate the Hebrew word, kahal.

I am not sure of you see where [ am going here but to wind this up let me just say that we have taken the gifts of
God through His Holy Spirit-the Ruach ha Kodesh, and turned them upside down. The Messianic Movement is in a
state of turmoil and is looking for direction. We need to go back to the basics and look to our Roots for guidance.
This does not mean we have to become Jewish. Conversion is a religious matter brought about by the will of men.
Belief in God is brought about by faith and is a matter of the heart. The Torah does not belong to the Jewish alone.
Yeshua does not belong to the Church alone. Bring them both together out of faith in God and obedience to the
Torah and you will find your way. No matter what you decide to call yourself you are sons and daughters of the
Most High descended from Abraham, the father of the faithful.

May the Lord bless you and yours!

Where is God? The Holy One said to Moses: In every place where vou find a trace of human
footsteps, there I am before you...Midrash
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