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Message 4-21-07
Tazria-She Bears Seed
Leviticus 12:1-13:59

Metsora-Infected One
Leviticus 14:1-15:33

Malachi 3:4-4:6
1 Peter 1:13-16

Introduction
This is a double portion week. The first portion Tazria discusses diseases of the skin and the manner in which the
priest was to examine and treat a person with such afflictions. The second portion Metsora continues with the theme
from the first portion and carries on with a ritual for cleansing an afflicted house.

Leviticus 12:1-3
1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'If a woman has conceived,
and borne a male child, then she shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity she shall be
unclean. 3 'And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

There is a rising objection on the part of many people today to the practice of circumcision even among Believers. It
would seem to me that circumcision is a basic command given by God and that if one believes in God as all-
knowing and the Supreme Being then He knows what is right and best for His children. It would appear to me that
in the rite of birth of a male child and the fact that the mother is to be unclean for seven days and then the male
child is to be circumcised on the eighth day we see a min-encapsulation of the creation and the ensuing period
known as “The Time beyond Time.”

Subsequently we find many references throughout Scripture to the seven days of creation as well as the eighth day.
We find them mentioned in the Festivals and in this context we should not take them lightly. God is bringing them
up for a reason and using various methods to impress their importance on our minds and planting them deep in our
hearts.

Exodus 22:30 "Likewise you shall do with your oxen and your sheep. It shall be with its mother seven days; on
the eighth day you shall give it to Me.

Leviticus 9:1 It came to pass on the eighth day that Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel.
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Leviticus 12:3 'And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

Numbers 29:35 ¶ ' On the eighth day you shall have a sacred assembly. You shall do no customary work.

1 Kings 8:66 On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king, and went to their tents joyful
and glad of heart for all the good that the LORD had done for His servant David, and for Israel His people.

2 Chronicles 7:9 And on the eighth day they held a sacred assembly, for they observed the dedication of the altar
seven days, and the feast seven days.

Nehemiah 8:18 Also day by day, from the first day until the last day, he read from the Book of the Torah of God.
And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day there was a sacred assembly, according to the prescribed
manner.

Ezekiel 43:27 'When these days are over it shall be, on the eighth day and thereafter, that the priests shall offer
your burnt offerings and your peace offerings on the altar; and I will accept you,' says the Lord GOD."

Luke 1:59 So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by
the name of his father, Zacharias.

Acts 7:8 "Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised him on
the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs.

Philippians 3:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews;
concerning the law, a Pharisee.

These are not all of the Scripture references concerning the eighth day but what they should bring out to you is its
significance. As important as the seven days are, particularly the seventh day as it relates to the Sabbath, the eighth day
carries with it a significance greater than that of the Sabbath as it shows us that God has a plan beyond the 7,000 years of
creation. Does this mean we are going to enter, “a dimension beyond sight and sound”, from an old television show called
the Twilight Zone? I think not – what I believe is going to happen is we will take on our resurrected bodies and enter into a
relationship with the Lord that He had intended from the beginning before man sinned and fell from grace.

We will live as God had always intended in a Paradise He brought into being and that at present has been hidden away
from the eyes of the world because we are not yet ready to return to what once was.

Luke 23:43 And Yeshua said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."

2 Corinthians 12:4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for
a man to utter.

Revelation 2:7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the congregations. To him who
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God." '

3857 para,deisoj paradeisos

Meaning: a park, a garden, a paradise
Origin: of Pers. or. (enclosure)
Usage: Paradise(3)
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The Complete Jewish Bible, whose translation I have not used here, renders Paradise as Gan-Eden or the Garden
of Eden. It is my firm belief that we are heading back to that which we came from. We are not on a straight line
going from point A to point Z. We are on a circular pattern where we have left the Garden of Eden or Paradise
where man once dwelled and are heading back to that goal once we enter the eighth day. We tend to take literally
Scripture that talks about a new heaven and a new earth. While there is a literal level to the Word of God we must
remember that the creation fell when man sinned because man had been created from the earth. When Yeshua
died and was resurrected He not only raised up man from his sin state but brought redemption to the creation as
well.

This sets the stage for our re-entry into the Garden which will finally take place once man has finished fulfilling
God’s plan of redemption. One may believe that with the sacrifice and resurrection of Yeshua that all things have
been brought to completion they would be wrong because there are still many things that have to come to pass in
the Word of God. God has a plan and only part of it has been completed.

Acts 5:38 "And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of
men, it will come to nothing; 39 "but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it -- lest you even be found to fight
against God."

The verse from Acts 5:38-39 is talking about Peter and John when they were in Temple sharing the good news
about Yeshua. They were forbidden by the Temple leadership from doing this but in a meeting of the Sanhedrin
Gamliel rose and spoke the words we have before us. From his words it would seem that perhaps Gamliel believed
there might be some truth to what was being shared by the disciples of Yeshua. He knew well that if one were to go
against the plan of God they would bring punishment down on themselves and Israel from the Almighty.

It would be like when fish swim against the current to get to where their instincts are telling them to go but in our
case we are struggling with the Almighty and in the end He will win.

Malachi 4:1-6
1 "For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble.
And the day which is coming shall burn them up," says the LORD of hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor
branch. 2 But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you
shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. 3 You shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles
of your feet on the day that I do this," says the LORD of hosts. 4 "Remember the Torah of Moses, My servant,
which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6 And he will turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse."

This is part of God’s plan that has not come to fruition as of yet. This is meant for a day in the future when God will
pour out His judgment upon the earth and will cleanse it from the sin that has been brought upon it and its people.
The Lord makes it very clear that it will be Yeshua who comes to do the will of God His Father. He is the Sun of
Righteousness. Some may think that using the term Sun in relation to the Son of God may be invoking pagan
imagery but when one considers the sun and its overwhelming brightness when you look at it then compare this to
the imagery of Scripture when God or Yeshua is described in their glory.

Deuteronomy 5:24 "And you said: 'Surely the LORD our God has shown us His glory and His greatness, and we
have heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives.
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2 Chronicles 5:14 so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the
LORD filled the house of God.

Psalm 29:3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is over many waters.

Acts 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Yeshua standing
at the right hand of God.

Revelation 15:8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no one was
able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

Revelation 21:23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated
it. The Lamb is its light.

Man lost his access to the glory of God when he sinned and was sent out of the Garden. It is said in Jewish tradition
that the reason Adam and Chava did not know they were naked is because they had been clothed by the glory of
God and that when they sinned the glory of the Lord was removed and they saw themselves as they really were.
How many of us really take a long hard look at ourselves and see ourselves as God sees us? God does not look at
the outside but He looks inward to our hearts to see what is really going on.

When Yeshua contended with the scribes and the Pharisees He spoke truthfully that it was not what was on the
outside that counted but what was on the inside. In their case He showed that they did all the right things on the
outside for everyone to see but on the inside they were empty and He compared them to a tomb that had been
whitewashed to make it look nice on the outside but on the inside the tomb contained a body whose flesh would rot
away until all that remained were the bones of the deceased. Is this how we want God to see us? I would hope
that we do not!

The Lord tells us that in the day that He sends Yeshua we must be mindful of His Torah. The Torah will see us
through. The Torah is not a book of laws that God has set down in order to take the fun out of our lives. The Torah
is God’s blueprint on how to live our lives and the Torah leads the way to our discovering Yeshua. God is spoken
about throughout the Torah and the Prophets and it was through these books that Yeshua tells us He was revealed.
It was not through the “New” Testament because it did not exist when Yeshua spoke about Himself and how the
truth of who He was, was revealed.

The Apostolic Scriptures are the revelation of Yeshua and His teachings. Approach the Tanach as the Messiah
concealed and the Apostolic Scriptures as the Messiah revealed. This is the walk we have bee called to and the
revelation of a very bright future.

1 Peter 1:13-16
13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought
to you at the revelation of Yeshua the Messiah; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former
lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it
is written, "BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." [Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:7]

The Children of Israel were instructed to gird up their loins when they were about to depart from Egypt in the
Exodus. They were to eat the Passover meal in haste preparing to leave on a moment’s notice from the slavery they
had been in.
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Exodus 12:11 'And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.

Isn’t this a taste of what is to come? I realize that some of you reading this do not agree with me about the timing of
the “rapture”. There are some who do not believe in the rapture or catching away. In the words of one member of
our congregation, “This is not a deal breaker!” In other words it is a non-salvation issue. It has nothing to do with
our salvation through Yeshua unless you make it a salvation issue. There are many things that are argued about
among Messianics and the Church that are not salvation issues yet they cause a separation between brethren. At
times it would seem that the non-salvation issues override the salvation issues in causing dissension in the Body of
Messiah.

Perhaps we would do better to try to find that which we can agree upon and try to work things out.

Isaiah 1:18 " Come now, and let us reason together," says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

If the Lord says we can sit down and reason things out with Him then why can’t we sit down and work things out
among ourselves? I realize there are some things that we can just not come together on. I understand that and I do
not claim to be a peacemaker in all areas. I have those things that I can not budge on because it would betray my
beliefs. Then again I have been trying to look past some of the differences I have with other brethren and try to
work with them when and where I am able to.

1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be
tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing,
knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.

This is the heart of the Torah and it shows us the heart of the Lord. He gave us the Torah to show us His love but it
is because of our love for Him that we try to live it out in our own lives. This is what it means to go out and make
disciples of the nations. Live out Torah in your own lives so that others can see it in you and desire to learn what it
is that sets you apart.

Not to have had pain is not to have been human…Yiddish Proverb

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!

© 2007 Mordecai Silver -Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. This teaching may be shared in its entirety
as long as proper credit is attributed to the author Mordecai Silver.

for a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, go to Etz
Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation at www.etz-chayim.org

Mordecai's weekly Shabbat Message is now available in audio for your listening pleasure at
www.etz-chayim.org and click on the audio link. His teaching is also available in .pdf format at
www.etz-chayim.org and click on Torah Commentary.

If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz-
chayim.org/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl
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for other Torah Studies check out:

Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah (sign up)

Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)

Ariel ben-Lyman HaNaviy yeshua613@hotmail.com (request to be added to list)

Daniel Klutstein at daniel_klutstein@hotmail.com (request to be added to e-mail list)

If you have been blessed by what you have read and heard please make a donation to Tree of Life Messianic
Ministries at www.etz-chayim.org and click on the donation button in increments of $25.00 and up by changing
the quantity.
----------------------------------------------------------------
Part of the Tree of Life Messianic Ministries Network www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html
-----------------------------------------------------------------
for weekly Torah commentary sign up by sending an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to subscribe to
Whole House of Israel or Whole House of Israel Light (less e-mail)
-----------------------------------------------------------------
to join an on-line discussion community of a Yeshua/Torah based Hebrew-Jewish Messianic walk send an e-mail
request to Mordecai Silver asking to register with the Discussion Forum at treelife@etz-chayim.org.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Etz Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation www.etz-chayim.org and Tree of Life Messianic
Ministries are separate legally incorporated non-profit ministries each with 501 (c) (3) status
with the IRS


