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Message 2-24-07
Terumah-Offering

Exodus 25:1-27:19
1 Kings 5:12 (26)-6:13

Hebrews 8:1-6

Introduction
This week’s portion records the instruction to Moses and the people that they build a sanctuary to take with them on
their journey through the wilderness.

Exodus 26:31-33
31 "You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be woven with an
artistic design of cherubim. 32 "You shall hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Their
hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of silver. 33 "And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then you shall
bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between the holy place
and the Most Holy.

It was at this point that God placed a physical barrier to our relationship with Him. No one but the High Priest
would be able to enter into the Holy of Holies. Moses would continue to have a special relationship with the Lord as
he could apparently approach God whenever the need arose and not like the High Priest once a year. In a way we
are still barred from entering the presence of God the Father by having to go through Yeshua the Son.

Matthew 11:27 "All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

Luke 10:22 "All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him."

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
declared Him.

John 3:35 "The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.

John 5:19 Then Yeshua answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.
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Yeshua makes it crystal clear that access to the Father is only through the Son. This becomes the crux of the
argument between Judaism and Christianity in the importance of Yeshua to the Christian walk while Judaism
claims a direct access to God without any intermediaries. The error of the Jewish position is that Israel has always
had to come to the Father through an intermediary when God commanded the veil to be made and placed
between the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place.

The High Priest would stand between Israel and God. Yet the High Priest was only a man and could only
accomplish so much in intervening between God and man. The High Priest could make atonement between man
and God for the sins of Israel but he had to do this year in and year out without end. Yeshua put an end to this but
did not take away the Sanctuary Moses built according to the blueprint shown him on Mount Sinai of the
Tabernacle in heaven.

Exodus 26:30 "And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were shown on the
mountain.

Acts 7:44 "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make
it according to the pattern that he had seen.

God had shown Moses a design of what He wanted built and what was to be placed in it and how man would come
before God to worship and ask for forgiveness. It was interesting to see how the relationship between man and God
changed from before the time of Israel being formed into a nation. Before this God appeared to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob as well as to Noah, Adam, Cain and Abel. In the Garden He walked in the cool of the day seeking to
have a relationship with Adam and Chava. We find God, the Creator of the universe wanting to talk to man.

When one studies the stories of the pagan gods of old we find them to be petty creatures that use man as pawns in
their games between one another. This is in direct contradiction to the relationship the Creator of all things desires
with His creation. He allows us to have free will to make decisions whether good or bad for us. He wants us to
choose a relationship with Him through His Son Yeshua. Since Yeshua was Jewish and came through the tribe of
Judah and the line of David the rejection of Him by the majority of the Jewish people is actually a rejection, on
their part, of Judaism or the faith of the Patriarchs. God never defined the faith He brought down on Mount Sinai
that was given to Moses who in turn gave it to Israel. From that time on down until today this faith has been passed
down from one generation to another without breaking the line.

When God chose to punish Ephraim for his sin he was sent out of the land into an exile that was intended to strip
him of his identity. His heritage was removed and all that had defined him as part of God’s people disappeared.
God was merciful in His punishment and decreed that the day would come when He would call Ephraim back into
the fold. God needed to keep the faith alive so He decided that Judah would carry on the faith and while He would
punish Judah for their sins as well He did not take away their identity or the heritage of the faith.

It was never Yeshua’s intention to bring a new religion or faith to the people of Israel. All He wanted to do was to
get them back on track so they could realize the blessings that God wanted to pour out on His people. When one
looks at what the Children of Israel have gone through from the pages of the Bible down through the annals of
history one can not but help realize that God has blessed them in spite of what one might think. If He has not been
blessing them how have they been able to survive when most of the people of the earth want to wipe them out?

The descendants of Ishmael are doing everything in their power to wipe the existence of Israel off of the map. This
war is not limited to the Jewish people but to anyone who professes to believe in the God of Israel, in whatever way
they have chosen to do so. God is not done with Judah even though Yeshua has come through the line. God does
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not remove His hand from those He has chosen to be His own. The same is true of Ephraim and He has His hand
on them as well. The way into the Holy of Holies is through the veil that exists in Yeshua.

1 Kings 6:9-13
9 So he built the temple and finished it, and he paneled the temple with beams and boards of cedar. 10 And he
built side chambers against the entire temple, each five cubits high; they were attached to the temple with cedar
beams. 11 Then the word of the LORD came to Solomon, saying: 12 "Concerning this temple which you are
building, if you walk in My statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My commandments, and walk in them, then I
will perform My word with you, which I spoke to your father David. 13 "And I will dwell among the children of
Israel, and will not forsake My people Israel."

In our Torah portion we see where God commanded a Tabernacle be constructed for Him to have a place to dwell
among the Children of Israel. Maybe I have missed something but the desire to build a permanent house for the
Lord first arose in the heart of David and was fulfilled by his son Solomon. We are told that God never desired or
needed a permanent dwelling place on the earth.

2 Samuel 7:6 "For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from Egypt,
even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle.

If we earn anything from what God is trying to teach us regarding the Tabernacle and Temple is that with the
building of the Temple man would have to come to God while with the Tabernacle God came to man. God has
shown us with the Tabernacle was His desire to dwell among His people and that He has come from heaven down
to earth to meet us more than half-way.

If we understand anything from who Yeshua is and what He came to do is that God desired to go more than half-
way in meeting His people and to help them to deal with their sins.

Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

As much clearer can God make it what He wants from us? He loves us so much He gave up His only begotten Son
so that we could be reconciled to our Father who created us.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend
it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That
was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His
name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

These words attributed to the Apostle John are quoted time and time again and many a sermon has been preached
on this passage but have those who have spoken these words and those who have listened have they REALLY
listened? Life is found through the Word of God. That Word has been with God from the beginning. Is this saying
that the Word has been with God from the beginning of creation or from the very beginning? What is the beginning
of God? Can we define who God is and where He came from? We have tried time and time again to do this and
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this has been the root of our battles among one another and those around us. The definition of who God is, is at
the heart of the battle between Islam and Judaism and even Christianity. It has nothing to do with the “occupation”
by Israel of alleged Palestinian land. I say alleged because the land belongs to God and who He gave it to. I do not
read anywhere where God gave the land to the Arab people. In fact the inheritance Ishmael received was apart
from Isaac to where Ishmael had been sent away to.

Genesis 21:14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her
shoulder, he gave it and the boy to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness
of Beersheba.

Genesis 21:18 "Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation."

Abraham sent Ishmael and his mother Hagar away. They had not been chosen to receive the promises of God to
the land God had destined for the descendants of Abraham through Isaac. The seed of Isaac not the seed of
Ishmael but Ishmael would be blessed because he was also Abraham’s seed but not the son of promise.

I wonder how many people realize the Muslims believe in a Messiah. Their Messiah could not be of the line of
Judah through the Patriarchs but would have to be through the line of Ishmael through one of his twelve sons.
Could it be that the Moslems are trying so hard to destroy the Jewish people because Satan knows that Yeshua is of
the line of Judah and he is going to raise up his own Messiah and he would not be through Judah? This would be a
case of conflicting Messiahs and only one can be the real deal. Needless to say which Messiah I believe is the real
thing? How about you?

Hebrews 8:1-6
1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a High Priest, who has taken His seat at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the
Lord pitched, not man. 3 For every High Priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it is necessary that
this High Priest also have something to offer. 4 Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there
are those who offer the gifts according to the Torah; 5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as
Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all
things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN." [Exodus 25:40] 6
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant,
which has been enacted on better promises.

The writer of the book of Hebrews understands that the Tabernacle on earth, whether a Tent or Temple, was only a
copy of the original as is the worship that took place in it. This does not make it any less important than the
heavenly one but only serves to impress upon us the importance of Yeshua’s place in all of this. While earthly
priests served God in His earthly abode Yeshua serves God in the heavenly one waiting for when God sends it
down to the earth to take its rightful place as the true Tabernacle of God.

Revelation 21:2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Could it be that when the heavenly Jerusalem comes down from heaven that there will be no Temple in it? Is it
possible that the new Jerusalem will be the Temple?

Revelation 21:5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write,
for these words are true and faithful."
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Luke 1:32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David.

Revelation 3:21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne.

To lack faith in the Holy One of Israel and His Son is a sad thing indeed. We must look to the Source of our
salvation. It is only through Yeshua that we receive the forgiveness for our sins from His Father. Judaism teaches
today that with the keeping of the commandments, doing good deeds and prayer one can become right with God.
All of these things are commanded in the Torah but the way to eternal life is not found in the keeping of the Torah
but in placing our trust in its Author – Yeshua!

Look for the answer to prayer not in what you get but in what you become.

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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