Message 3-3-07
Tetsaveh-You Shall Command
Exodus 27:20-30:10
Ezekiel 43:10-27
Romans 12:1-13:14

Introduction
This week’s portion continues the account of the wilderness sanctuary.

Exodus 27:20-21

20 "And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil of pressed olives for the light, to
cause the lamp to burn continually. 21 "In the tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony,
Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to their
generations on behalf of the children of Israel.

In this passage we see the command given to Moses to give to Aaron and his sons concerning the menorah outside
the veil that separates the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. The lamp is to burn continually and must be tended
from evening until morning always. Many things could be taken as to what this means concerning God but one
thing we need to keep in mind is that the Torah is considered to be the lamp and the light that guides us through
this life and points us to the Source of that light — Yeshua.

Proverbs 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp, and the Torah a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life.

The commandments are found in the Torah and the Torah is the light that instructs us on the way of life. While we
can view the Torah as a set of laws that are to teach us the proper way of living the end result of the Torah is to
show us the way to Yeshua who is the Source of life everlasting. However we may decide to approach our faith if
we leave Yeshua out of the equation or toss the Torah aside we are preparing a recipe for disaster.

Within the Messianic Movement, those who have chosen to follow the Torah understand that the Torah is not a
means to an end in and of itself. What I mean is we know the Torah does not have the power to save us but does
teach us what is right and wrong in the eyes of God. In this we are called to be like the lamp and light that shown
outside the Holy of Holies. We are to the lights that shine in the darkness showing the way to those who need to
find their way out of the darkness of being without Yeshua.



dob 29:2 Oh, that I were as in months past, as in the days when God watched over me; 3 when His lamp shone
upon my head, and when by His light I walked through darkness; 4 just as [ was in the days of my prime, when the
friendly counsel of God was over my tent.

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Matthew 5:16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

John 5:35 "He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.

The Apostle John is talking about Yeshua. Is it possible that the Menorah represents Yeshua burning continually in
the darkness? John seems to be bemoaning the short time Yeshua spent among us and that the time that John and
the other disciples spent with Him were not enough. Could it be they came to realize, only too late, that they could
have had more quality time with the Master while He was here with them had they opened their eyes sooner to
realize the Son of God, the Messiah, was with them?

Isn’t this the same for each one of us? Don’t we wish we could spend more time with Yeshua and stop worrying
about our lives? [ know that I, for one, spend way too much time worrying about things. Are we not called to trust in
God to supply our daily needs no matter what they are? Was this not the lesson He was trying to teach the Children
of Israel when He provided them with food every day and even gave them a double portion on the 6" day so they
would not have to go out and labor on the Sabbath? Did not God lead by example when He rested on the 7™ day
from His labors of creating all things?

Genesis 2:2 And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day
from all His work which He had done.

4399 hkal M mela'kah {mel-aw-kaw'}

Meaning: occupation, work, business, work (something done or made), workmanship, service, use, public
business, political, religious

Usage: AV - work 129, business 12, workmen + 06213 7, workmanship 5, goods 2, cattle 1, stuff 1, thing 1, misc
9; 167

What does it mean to cease from work on the Sabbath? What is defined as work? By the definitions given here from
the Strong’s Concordance we see they define work as one’s occupation or the job they perform every day for six
days prior to the weekly Sabbath. The again there is the general definition of work that is added to the definition
provided here.

Exodus 16:27 Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather, but they found
none. 28 And the LORD said to Moses, "How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My Torahs? 29
"See! For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let
every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day." 30 So the people rested on the
seventh day.

The Children of Israel went out on the seventh day to gather manna. The problem was is that God did not provide
manna on the seventh day but had given them a double portion on the 6™ day. The Children of Israel defied God
and disobeyed His Torah in going out to gather on the seventh day. Would we consider what the Children of Israel
did to be work, in trying to provide food for our families and ourselves? How many of us go to synagogue or gather



in groups on the seventh day but only give God a couple of hours and then go on about our business? What does it
mean to rest on the seventh day and if God ceased from His work of creation then why can’t we follow His
example?

Now, some of you might say that what God commanded the Children of Israel in verse 29 of Exodus 16, to mean
that we are to remain in our homes and not go out on the Sabbath. To some this might mean to sleep in all day or
watch television or putter around the house, but what else does God instruct us to do on the Sabbath day?

Leviticus 23:3 'Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation.
You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.

04744 al’qm miqra (896d)

Meaning: a convocation, convoking, reading
Origin: from 7121
Usage: assemblies(2), assembly(2), convocation(14), convocations(3), reading(1), summoning(1)

Convocation according to the Biblical interpretation is an assembly. An assembly would mean to gather together. If
we are not gathering together with other like-minded Believers on the Sabbath day and worshipping God and
fellowshipping together and dwelling on the word of the Lord are we honoring His instructions as found in His
Torah as given to us by the Living Torah — Yeshua?

Here is the definition of work as found in The American Heritage Dictionary:

Physical or mental effort, employment, occupation (the activity by which one makes a living), a task or duty,
something that has been produced as a result of effort.

I remember my wife sharing with me about a co-worker of hers from a past job who told her he knew that the
seventh day was the Sabbath but he met with others on Sunday because to meet and worship God on the seventh
day would be an act of work. The funny thing about his line of reasoning is he went on to tell her that what he did
on the seventh day was sleep late, do yard work, landscape his home by moving loads of stone and so on. How he
could not call this labor I have no idea but I share this with you to help you make the decision about how you are to
honor the Sabbath day.

Complete rest on the Sabbath is called a Shabbaton and this is what it means:

07677 \MBV shabbathon (992d)

Meaning: sabbath observance, sabbatism
Origin: from 7673a
Usage: complete rest(4), rest(4), sabbath observance(1), sabbatical(1), solemn rest(1)

What would we define as complete rest? How did the Children of Israel define complete rest in light of the

instructions of God? How did God treat the Children of Israel’s idea of complete rest? How seriously does God take
the Sabbath day?

Numbers 15:32 Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks on the
Sabbath day. 33 And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the
congregation. 34 They put him under guard, because it had not been explained what should be done to him. 35
Then the LORD said to Moses, "The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with



stones outside the camp." 36 So, as the LORD commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the
camp and stoned him with stones, and he died.

Can you imagine what would happen if we did what the Lord commanded to be done here in Numbers 15? How
many people would be left if this were done to everyone who broke the Sabbath command or could it be that the
penalty only applies to those who know the instructions of God and yet choose to disregard them?

If we are to the lamps that light the way to be an example to others we must begin to do what the Lord has
commanded us to do. The lamp was to shine in the darkness outside the Holy of Holies continually. We must let
our lights shine in the darkness that we walk in day and day out as we live out the lives the Lord has given us.

Ezekiel 43:21-27

21 'Then you shall also take the bull of the sin offering, and burn it in the appointed place of the temple, outside the
sanctuary. 22 'On the second day you shall offer a kid of the goats without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall
cleanse the altar, as they cleansed it with the bull. 23 'When you have finished cleansing it, you shall offer a young
bull without blemish, and a ram from the flock without blemish. 24 'When you offer them before the LORD, the
priests shall throw salt on them, and they will offer them up as a burnt offering to the LORD. 25 'Every day for
seven days you shall prepare a goat for a sin offering; they shall also prepare a young bull and a ram from the flock,
both without blemish. 26 'Seven days they shall make atonement for the altar and purify it, and so consecrate it. 27
'When these days are over it shall be, on the eighth day and thereafter, that the priests shall offer your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings on the altar; and I will accept you,' says the Lord GOD."

I have always loved the concept of the eight day as found in the Word of God. While the number seven is
considered to be the Biblical number of completion as in the seven days of creation the number eight seems to
imply much more than that. It seems to bring to us something more, something intangible that we are seeking, and
yet it appears to be just out of reach. I love the significance of the Biblical festival of Shemini Atzeret of the Eight
Day of Assembly.

Leviticus 23:36 'For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall
have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It is a sacred assembly, and you
shall do no customary work on it.

We are instructed that we are to first keep the Festival of Sukkot or the Feast of Tabernacles to commemorate the
time the Children of Israel lived in tents during their forty years of wandering in the Wilderness. Yet, on the eighth
day, when you would think that the Festival is over and we can return to the comfort of our everyday lives the Lord
commands us to wait just a moment. God desires that we stay with Him for just one more day. It is almost like God
can not bear to part from us after He has just spent seven days with us.

Matthew 26:38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with
Me."

This verse from Matthew is the final hours of Yeshua’s time here on earth. He was spending them with His three
closest disciples and He wanted them to stay awake with Him and keep watch as He went into fervent prayer to His
Father to help prepare Him for what was about to come. The sad thing is His disciples could not stay awake and
keep watch with Him. Is Shemini Atzeret a picture of this sadness on the part of God in being separated from His
creation — us, for even a short period of time? Does this Festival give us a clue as to what God has in store for us?



In the Messianic world and even among traditional Jews the seven days of Sukkot are seen as a picture of the 1000
years of the Messianic Age. Yet, while we focus on the Messianic Age has anyone ever stopped to think about what
happens at the end of the age? We know or think we know what to expect when the present age we are living in
comes to an end. As Believers we accept that at the close of this present age God will begin the Messianic Age or
Kingdom where Yeshua will rule and reign. This period of time is believed to last for 1000 years but what comes
afterwards? It is my belief that this is where the festival of Shemini Atzeret comes in. To me the eighth day means
the time beyond time. What I mean is this is what comes after the Messianic Age. The Messianic Age is a fixed
period of physical time. Eternity is not a fixed period of physical time but a never ending relationship between our
Creator and us.

Romans 12:1-8

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 3 For |
say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many
members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in
Messiah, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

How do we renew our minds as the Apostle Paul writes?

Jeremiah 31:33 "But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD:
[ will put My Torah in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and [ will be their God, and they shall be My people.

Philippians 4:7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Messiah Yeshua.

Hebrews 10:16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My
Torahs into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them."

We will be renewed through the keeping of the Torah of the Lord because He will write it in our minds and place it
within our hearts. The importance of the Torah should not be lost on us. God takes the Torah seriously and has not
put it away. He has not passed the Torah over for a better way. If God did this then God’s word is not eternal and
He can not be trusted. The peace of God is found through our faith in Messiah Yeshua because He will see us
through whatever trials and tribulations lay ahead of us. I realize that many of us think that when bad things happen
to us that we must have done something wrong. The truth of the matter is God allows things to happen to us.

All one has to do to understand this is to read the book of Job. God allowed Satan to test Job to see if Job would
bemoan his existence and curse God and die. Satan does not desire us to view God as the one who will see us
through the bad times. An example of this is what I go through as a congregational leader. As a congregational
leader I have seen the good times and the bad times in the ups and downs we have experienced. There are conflicts
between people in the congregation or between myself and members of the congregation. I have the old axiom
about not being able to please all of the people all of the time to be true. No matter what I do I will never please
everyone no matter how hard I try.



Through all of these ups and downs I have at times questioned God about whether I am doing what He has called
me to do. It seems that in these times of questioning that God brings someone across my path who reaffirms that I
am indeed doing what God has called me to. I may not be the warmest, fuzziest congregational leader around but [
try as hard as I can to follow God through my faith in His Son Yeshua doing what I believe is what He wants me to.

I am only one man and within the Body of Messiah we have many people who have been gifted by God with
different callings that will enhance the Body of Messiah. In each and every congregation, fellowship or group there
are people called by God to this Messianic walk who have been gifted by Him to help build up their local Body.
Throughout my ministry [ have seen people jump from one group to another trying to find the perfect one. I have
news for the Body of Messiah my friends; there is not one perfect place to go to. Your energy would be better spent
in working to build up your local Body and add what gifts the Lord has given you to helping the congregation
instead of moving around. Granted there are times when no matter how hard you try things are just not going the
way you want. That is when you need to examine whether it is you or the congregation that is causing this
disillusionment and you must do this with an open mind and accept that it might be you and not the congregation
or the people there.

The bottom line is we all have gifts to add to the building up of the Body of Messiah. The question is: will you play a
part in helping or will you be a hinderance?

Add oil to the lamp before the light dies, for if it does, the oil will do no good...Chassidic
from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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