Message 4-7-07
Passover and Unleavened Bread/Chag HaMatzah
Exodus 13:17-15:26
2 Samuel 22:1-51
John 20:26-29

Introduction
During Biblical Festivals the Torah cycle is interrupted and we read from the Torah about the Festival being
celebrated. In this case we are in the Passover cycle and on day 5 of Unleavened Bread or Chag HaMatzah.

Exodus 13:17-22

17 Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of
the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, "Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see
war, and return to Egypt." 18 So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Reed Sea. And the
children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall
carry up my bones from here with you." 20 So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the
edge of the wilderness. 21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by
night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of cloud
by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.

Here we are in the midst of the Biblical Festival of Chag HaMatzah or Unleavened Bread. Many people lump
Passover and Unleavened Bread together when they are separate Festivals but joined “at the hip” as they say. The
importance of Unleavened Bread to the Jewish people is found in the freedom provided by God from slavery in
Egypt for the Hebrews. The significance of Unleavened Bread to those of us who are Believers is in the interment of
the Messiah Yeshua in His tomb or His return to the earth from whence man came.

With the Jewish people they are celebrating their freedom from slavery in Egypt and with Believers we are
celebrating our freedom from slavery to sin. While God did indeed free the Hebrews from slavery I believe they lost
sight of the bigger picture that God was trying to bring home to them. The bigger picture, of course, is Yeshua and
the freedom we all can find in Him.

Psalm 146:7 Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives food to the hungry. The LORD gives freedom to
the prisoners.



We are the prisoners the Lord gives freedom to. We have been slaves to our sin nature for so long that I believe we
have forgotten what it is like to be free or to have the choice of whether we will submit ourselves to sin or to God.
This was the case with the Children of Israel and the struggle they had in leaving Egypt behind. They had been in
slavery for so long they could not free themselves from it. The Lord gave them every opportunity that He could. He
even provided for their every need just as the Egyptians had but He offered Israel the chance to taste true freedom
through Him.

For forty years He would accompany the Children of Israel on their journey through the Wilderness until a new
generation could be raised up that knew freedom and appreciated the Almighty.

Romans 6:18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

Romans 6:22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to
holiness, and the end, everlasting life.

Romans 8:2 For the Torah of the Spirit of life in Messiah Yeshua has made me free from the Torah of sin and
death.

Many believe that Romans 8:2 is talking about no longer having to follow the Torah. In no way. Shape, or form is
this what Romans 8:2 is talking about. The Torah of sin and death the Apostle Paul is writing about is the penalty
found in the Torah for sin. The Torah specifies that sin against God requires a sacrifice. Some sins require death.
Willful disobedience to God brings with it the death penalty through being separated from God for all eternity.
Obedience to God by accepting the Messiah Yeshua as one’s Redeemer brings with it eternal life.

What the Festivals of Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits should signify to us is the redemption each one
of us can find through the Messiah Yeshua. Yeshua has already paid the price. He now waits for us to accept His
gift. We must acknowledge that we are sinners and that only through Yeshua can we make this right. The Lord does
not desire that any should be lost but that we would find redemption in the Passover Lamb — Messiah Yeshua.

Genesis 22:8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two
of them went together.

dohn 1:29 The next day John saw Yeshua coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!

dohn 1:36 And looking at Yeshua as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"

Revelation 5:6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

Revelation 7:17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living
fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

Revelation 15:3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: "Great and
marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!



Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His
servants shall serve Him.

What we find in Yeshua is a gift so marvelous that it might be beyond comprehension for many of us. Abraham
came to understand its significance when God called upon him to take his son Isaac, the son of the promise, and
offer him up as a burnt offering to the Lord. If you do not grasp the symbolic significance of this act as one that
points us to Yeshua then I would ask that you turn to the Lord and ask Him to open up your eyes. There is nothing
more important than finding salvation through Yeshua the Messiah, the Lamb of God.

The Apostle John uses this theme in his gospel and in the book of Revelation. The significance of the sacrificial
lamb would not be lost on those who relied on the sacrificial system in order to cover their sins. Offering up animal
sacrifices in order to cover one’s sins was a requirement of Torah. We no longer depend on this because there is no
Temple where we can offer our sacrifices. What we do have is Yeshua, our sacrificial Lamb, who has taken our sins
upon Himself thereby paving the way for us to come into the presence of His Father.

As God commanded Moses to move the tent of meeting outside the camp because of Israel’s sin we can now have
God live within us though acceptance of Yeshua and receiving God'’s gift of the Holy Spirit.

dJohn 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things,
and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

Yeshua knew His disciples would need help in the mission He had called them to and He knows that we need help
as well. The Holy Spirit is our Helper who brings to mind what Yeshua taught. Many think Yeshua taught the Torah
had been done away with and replaced with a “new” covenant. Yet it would seem this new covenant would be
found within the “old” one! This covenant would be written on our hearts so that we would no longer question the
will of God. I would submit to you that this new covenant has not come to pass because we are not all in total
agreement and will not be until Yeshua Himself returns and teaches us the covenant of Torah. Yes, I said the
covenant of Torah. This is the new covenant. Torah is the covenant that God is renewing. For too long we have
labored under the false assumption that somehow the Torah is faulty and God needed to come up with a new one.
It wasn’t the Torah that was faulty but us. When we understand this we are on the road to understanding what it will
take to be joint heirs with Yeshua.

2 Samuel 22:1-4

1 Then David spoke to the LORD the words of this song, on the day when the LORD had delivered him from the
hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2 And he said: "The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer; 3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, My stronghold
and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 4 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so
shall I be saved from my enemies.

King David knew his Redeemer and yet he still sinned. Don’t we do the same thing today? Was not David still
considered to be a man after God’s own heart? When Saul sinned God removed the throne of Israel from Saul and
his family. When David sinned God firmly planted him and his family on the throne. The difference between Saul
and David was that David when confronted with his sin immediately repented of what he had done. David was by
no means a saint. He had committed adultery. The result of this adulterous act was a child. David had the husband
deliberately placed into the front line of battle so he would be killed. He then married the wife, the child was born
and God struck the child down.



David tried to intercede on the child’s behalf but to no avail. This was David’s punishment for his sin and should be
of importance to us what the result of sin will be. God forgives sin but still holds us accountable. As God will punish
sinners God will hold Believers accountable for what they have done for and against Him. This may be a harsh
truth to understand but it is truth nonetheless.

2 Corinthians 10:6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

When we come into obedience of God we are held to a higher level of accountability. To depend on Yeshua’s
sacrifice alone is irresponsible. His sacrifice will have been in vain if we, who call upon His Name, do not do our
best to follow after Him. Saul did not do so and came to believe he was greater than his Maker. David knew his
Maker and tried to be obedient and never forsook Him. Not everything that happened to David was good. He had
many problems with his children but he never strayed from his first love — God.

dJohn 20:26-29

26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Yeshua came, the doors being
shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and
look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28
And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Yeshua said to him, "Thomas, because you
have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

The significance of this portion of Scripture should not be lost on us. Thomas had faith when he saw the risen
Savior. We have faith because we do not see Him but we have come to know Him. Faith is something intangible
because we can not see it and place a value on it as our society is prone to do. Some in our society consider it to be
a weakness to believe in God and to depend on Him. Consider this: when man was first created God formed him
from the dust of the earth.

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living being.

Have you ever stopped to consider what this really means? God breathed life into man. This means that a piece of
God lives within each and every one of us. This is passed on down from generation to generation. Those who deny
God deny themselves because it was through God that we received life and it is through Yeshua that we receive life
everlasting. Do you understand the importance of believing in something or someone we can not see? We can not
see the air around us but we accept that it is there because we are alive. Is it any different with God? Yeshua’s had
disciples who walked and talked with Him for 3 Y2 years. In the end when He died they lost all hope and ran and
hid. When He rose from the grave they saw Him and believed. Think about what we have because all we have is
faith in the unknown.

Almighty God we give thanks for vyour festivals of Passover, Unleavened Bread and First Fruits
because in them we celebrate what Messiah Yeshua did for us in His death and resurrection.
from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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