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Message 1-20-07
VaEra-And I Appeared

Exodus 6:2-9:35
Ezekiel 28:25-29:21

2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

Introduction
The second portion of the book of Exodus is VaEra. This portion describes the struggle for freedom, distilling it to a
conflict between Moses and Pharaoh.

Exodus 6:2-9
2 And God spoke to Moses and said to him: "I am the LORD. 3 "I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as
God Almighty, but by My name LORD I was not known to them. 4 "I have also established My covenant with them,
to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, in which they were strangers. 5 "And I have also
heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered My
covenant. 6 "Therefore say to the children of Israel: 'I am the LORD; I will bring you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great
judgments. 7 'I will take you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your
God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 'And I will bring you into the land which I
swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD.'" 9 So Moses
spoke thus to the children of Israel; but they did not heed Moses, because of anguish of spirit and cruel bondage.

Something was different in the relationship God had with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and with the relationship He
was about to establish with Moses and the emerging nation of Israel. In verse 3 God says, “But by My name LORD I
was not known to them.” Of course LORD is actually the four lettered name given to God of YHWH. Sometimes
this is pronounced as Yahweh or Yahveh but the truth of the matter is we do not know how to actually pronounce
the name of God. The pronunciation we assume it is, is based on the vowels under the Hebrew letters which are
actually from the Hebrew word Adonai which translated is Lord, hence the replacement of Lord or Adonai for
YHWH.

There are those that would argue we must use the actual name of God or we are losing out on the blessings of our
Creator. There are some who would also argue that if you do not use the actual name of God you are not really
saved. Over time I have run the gamut of various stops along this same route as many others have. There was a
time I used YHWH but I found it to be a very difficult thing to do because of my upbringing in Judaism. I was
always uncomfortable in saying the name of God but I also came to realize that no one can say with 100% certainty
that YHWH is how we are to pronounce God’s name or that it is His name. We gain some insight into His name
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when looking at Hebrew names that incorporate some form of Yah in the name. Yah would be the singular form
while YHWH would not be His actual first person name but a form He uses to describe who He is.

I don not say all of this in order to knock or discredit Sacred Name proponents. They are entitled to approach their
worship of the Creator as they choose but they should not force their views or beliefs on others as many Christians
do. If one does not worship God as many Christians do you could find yourself labeled a heretic. Those of us who
have returned to a Yeshua-Torah based usually find ourselves called legalists or under the law and not under grace.
I am sure many of us have found ourselves in the position of having to defend our beliefs to our well-meaning but
misguided former Christian friends and family.

With the Christmas season just past us I know many who struggled with their friends and family as they did not
celebrate Christmas and found themselves in the position of explaining why or made to feel bad because they were
not giving gifts and the such. I can not tell you how many places I went into where I was wished a Merry Christmas
even though I wear tzizit and a kippah.

Let me share this example with you. A week or so before Christmas the fire extinguishers in our congregation’s
building were due for their annual inspection. We have a sign on our building that identifies us as a Messianic
Congregation. On the entrance into our building we have the Star of David prominently displayed. Once you enter
our building you go through another door to gain access into the main part. This door was decorated completely
with Chanukkah paper. Inside our building we had Chanukkiah’s all around as well as our Torah Scroll and
menorah in its glass case. On one wall we have a large flag of Israel with the Star of David.

The service person walked through our building several times as they went about servicing our fire extinguishers. As
they finished up what they were doing and were leaving they wished us a Merry Christmas. I knew that they did not
mean anything unpleasant in what they said because they were not paying attention to their surroundings. The
situation is simply one that arises constantly and shows us that the holiday season is no longer one that celebrates
the birth of Yeshua but has become mostly secular in nature as a time of gift giving and having parties.

Revelation 11:10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one
another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.

This passage from Revelation 11:10 is very reminiscent of the Christmas time of the year. This passage is about that
time period in man’s coming future of the tribulation period when the Beast rules the earth. The two witnesses of
God have completed their ministry and are killed by the servants of the Beast. In doing this the inhabitants of the
earth celebrate, make merry, and send gifts to one another. What other time of the year do we do this? I am not
saying this will happen during Christmas but we should be aware of this as Christmas is not one of God’s appointed
times.

I say all of this in relation to this week’s Torah portion because God was just beginning His work among the
Children of Israel to show them, through Moses, who He was. At the same time He was also demonstrating His
power to Egypt and the other nations. I find it interesting as to how many times God has used Egypt to protect His
chosen ones. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and his brothers as well as our Messiah Yeshua.

Matthew 2:13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod
will seek the young Child to destroy Him."
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While Egypt is a symbol of the world apart from God, He has used the world to protect His people including His
Son. Could this be a precursor of the “catching away” Scripture speaks about? The Church, as well as many
Messianics, is under the impression that the “catching away” or “rapture” is going to be that moment when Yeshua
comes and calls up His people and takes them to heaven to wile away the next seven years while the Great
Tribulation takes place on the planet earth. Nowhere does it say that those He catches away will be taken to
heaven. Isn’t it at all possible that God is going to take His people and place them in a place on the earth where
they will be cared for? Are we not shown in the Word of God that this is what He intends to do by what He has
done before this.

There are some among Messianics who believe that a latter day Moses will come to lead them in an end times
exodus. We must be on our guard against those who claim to come in the name of the Lord when they come in
their own name or in the name of the one who is not God. False prophets will arise in the last days bringing
messages supposedly from God. The problem is the message only lifts them up and not God or His Son. We must
be on alert and become the watchmen on the wall.

Ezekiel 3:17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My
mouth, and give them warning from Me.

Isaiah 62:6 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace day or night. You
who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent.

We must remain alert and be prepared because the time is growing short and any day now all the eyes of mankind
will turn to the heavens and behold the greatest miracle of the ages as He returns. Israel did not watch and listen.
They doubted even after He brought them up out of Egypt. Will our reaction be the same?

Ezekiel 28:25-26
25 ' Thus says the Lord GOD: "When I have gathered the house of Israel from the peoples among whom they are
scattered, and am hallowed in them in the sight of the Nations, then they will dwell in their own land which I gave
to My servant Jacob. 26 "And they will dwell safely there, build houses, and plant vineyards; yes, they will dwell
securely, when I execute judgments on all those around them who despise them. Then they shall know that I am the
LORD their God." ' "

One might say this prophecy has come to pass because the nation of Israel has been reborn in our day and time. I
do not think so because this prophecy also tells us that He will gather them from where He has scattered them and
they will dwell in safety while God judges all those who have despised them. Can you imagine the horror the Arab
countries will experience because of the way they have treated God’s people? What about the Church because of
how they have viewed themselves in relation to the Jewish people?

I feel sorry for those with the Messianic Movement who as returning Ephraim have turned a blind eye to the ways of
Judah and have turned away to their own devices while despising their brother. I truly believe that the Ruach
HaKodesh/the Holy Spirit of God is moving in our day as He calls His people back to Him. Call this the
Hebrew/Jewish Roots Movement, the Torah Movement, Messianic Judaism, Messianics, Nazarenes or Ephraimites,
the label really does not make any difference in the eyes of God. Do you really believe that when we stand before
God there will be one line for each of the different denominations or descriptions for the Children of God?

Revelation 7:9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all
nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
with palm branches in their hands.
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This verse from the book of Revelation says nothing about who was standing before the throne and the Lamb. It
does not say Catholics, Baptists, Presbyterians, Charismatic’s or Pentecostals. It does not identify them as Sacred
Name, Messianic Jews or Ephraimites. It simply says a great multitude of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues. In
the eyes of God we are only seen in the light of how Yeshua sees us and who we have become in Him. All this nit-
picking about this, that, and the other means nothing. As God brought together a mixed multitude in Egypt, in the
last days once again He will bring together another mixed multitude. No one has a leg-up on who is a child of the
Most High.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18
14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and Torahlessness, or what
fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Messiah with Belial, or what has a believer in common
with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living
God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD,
AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17 "Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,"
says the Lord. "AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you. 18 "And I will be a father to
you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me," says the Lord Almighty. [Exodus 25:8, 29:45; Leviticus 26:12;
Jeremiah 31:1; Ezekiel 37:27]

How can we come out from their midst and be separate if we live in the world and are part of the world? This has
always been the dilemma for God’s people. If we remove ourselves physically from the world how can we be the
light to the Nations that we have been instructed to be? Do we become like the Essenes and form our own
communities and live only with other like-minded Believers? I know of some who have done this only to still be
exposed to the world in order to survive. Yet, if we all became hermits, how would anyone who does not know
Yeshua hear of Him if there is no one around to share with them?

Could it be we are called to be in the world but not IN the world? What I mean is this: we must live among the
Nations but we must not become like the Nations. When the Children of Israel first entered Egypt Joseph instructed
them what to say to Pharaoh when they stood before him. Because of this the Children of Israel were placed in the
land of Goshen away from mainstream Egypt and its associated lawlessness. Joseph’s intent was to protect his
brethren from the evils of Egypt. We know that this did not work completely because we have signs that many of
the Hebrews took on some of the ways of the Egyptians. One of the primary indications of this is when they made
the golden calf and worshipped it as their God.

Calf worship had to have come from the Hebrews time in Egypt. While some of the Children of Israel cried out to
God, did they truly know who they were crying out to? When Moses is gone from their sight for 30 days what is the
first thing they do? They complain and make a golden calf. They do not just worship this calf they revel in it in a
way that did not bring honor and glory to the Creator! We are called to come before the Lord with our hearts right.
All the sacrifices mean nothing to Him if we do not come before Him with a heart that is right.

14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and
Torahlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

We can not have partnership with the world if the world will draw us away from God. The world causes us to
compromise. We compromise this and then we compromise that. I am not saying it is easy to live in the world. We
must be careful of the compromises we make because when we do it once it becomes easier the next time and then
the time after that. Walking according to the ways of God will not allow for that. When one walks with God one has
to take a stand. Whatever we choose to do in this life we must always take a moment to stop and think, “What
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would Yeshua do?” The answer is not difficult if one has read the Word of God and has studied His Torah and the
life of Yeshua.

Yeshua was more than His words. We must look to His life and how He lived to fully understand what it means to
be a disciple or talmid of the Master.

You made me free, free to choose between good and evil, between generosity and selfishness; often I
feel this freedom as a burden, a weight heavy to bear. Help me to see it as a privilege, one granted to
those You made in Your image.

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!

© 2007 Mordecai Silver -Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Feel free to share this teaching as
long as proper credit is first given to God, Yeshua, and then the author of this
teaching, Mordecai Silver.

for a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, go to Etz
Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation at www.etz-chayim.org

Mordecai's weekly Shabbat Message is now available in audio for listening pleasure by
subscribing monthly by contacting Mordecai at treelife@etz-chayim.org. For more information
on the audio CD program check www.etz-chayim.org and click on the audio link. His teaching is
also available in .pdf format at www.etz-chayim.org.

If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz-
chayim.org/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl

for other Torah Studies check out:

Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah (sign up)

Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)

Ariel ben-Lyman HaNaviy yeshua613@hotmail.com (request to be added to list)

Daniel Klutstein at daniel_klutstein@hotmail.com (request to be added to e-mail list)
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and the Tree of Life Messianic Ministries Discussion forum by sending an e-mail to Mordecai
Silver at treelife@etz-chayim.org requesting to join the forum

Part of the Tree of Life Messianic Ministries Network www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html
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for weekly Torah commentary sign up by sending an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to subscribe to
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-----------------------------------------------------------------
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to join an on-line discussion community of a Yeshua/Torah based Hebrew-Jewish Messianic walk send an e-mail
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