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Message 3-17-07
VaYakhel-And He Assembled

Exodus 35:1-38:20
1 Kings 7:13-26, 40-50

Pekudei-Accountings of
Exodus 38:21-40:38
1 Kings 7:51-8:21

1 Corinthians 2:6-3:17

Introduction
This week we have a double portion. The first portion VaYakhel tells us about the Sanctuary the Children of Israel
are about to build. The second portion, which brings to a close the book of Exodus is Pekudei, and sets the stage
for the journey of the Children of Israel towards the Promised Land with God leading the way.

Exodus 40:16-38
16 Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he did. 17 And it came to pass in the
first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was raised up. 18 So Moses raised
up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put in its bars, and raised up its pillars. 19 And he spread
out the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded Moses.
20 He took the Testimony and put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of the ark, and put the mercy
seat on top of the ark. 21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the veil of the covering, and
partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 22 He put the table in the
tabernacle of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil; 23 and he set the bread in order upon it
before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting,
across from the table, on the south side of the tabernacle; 25 and he lit the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD
had commanded Moses. 26 He put the gold altar in the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; 27 and he
burned sweet incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 28 He hung up the screen at the door of the
tabernacle. 29 And he put the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and
offered upon it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 30 He set the laver
between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water there for washing; 31 and Moses, Aaron, and his
sons would wash their hands and their feet with water from it. 32 Whenever they went into the tabernacle of
meeting, and when they came near the altar, they washed, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 33 And he raised
up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses finished the
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work. 34 Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35
And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the
LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel
would go onward in all their journeys. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day
that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night,
in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

The construction of the Tabernacle was at the Lord’s command. It was God’s way of being able to dwell in the
midst of the Children of Israel. What we need to learn from this is how much God loves us and wants to be close to
us.

1 Chronicles 28:9 "As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal heart
and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek
Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever.

1 Kings 8:58 "that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments
and His statutes and His judgments, which He commanded our fathers.

Lamentations 3:41 Let us lift our hearts and hands to God in heaven.

Acts 14:17 "Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness."

Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

2 Corinthians 1:22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

2 Corinthians 4:6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Yeshua the Messiah.

Each one of these verses shows us that God desires to have a close relationship with us and He wants to dwell
within us if we let Him. He does this through the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh) which we receive when we accept
Yeshua as Messiah, the sacrifice for our sins. In having the Children of Israel build Him a Sanctuary God was
showing the Israelites the relationship He wanted to have with them. It was not about the offering up of sacrifices
but the desire, on the part of the Lord, to come closer to us.

What we need to learn from this passage from the Torah is it is not about the worship done in a Tabernacle or a
Temple but the worship that we do in our hearts. It is about how we choose to draw closer to the Lord in order to
have a relationship with Him. It is about the keeping of His Biblical times that are described as Moedim or
Appointed Times because these are the times that God chose for us to come before Him.

1 Samuel 15:22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

It is more important to heed the voice of the Lord. It is more important to obey the Torah of the Lord. In obeying
the Torah we are not trying to earn our salvation but we are doing our best to please God by doing what He wants
us to. Forgiveness is a free gift from God with our having to accept Yeshua as our Lord and Savior and asking for
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forgiveness for our sins. This is very hard for many of us to do because we are a headstrong people not unlike our
ancestors, the Israelites.

Moses contended with the disobedience of Israel on behalf of God as His representative on earth. Sadly God
decided He would no longer contend with the disobedience of Israel and decided to allow an entire generation to
die in the Wilderness except for two who had remained faithful to Him. We can view this in much the same way as
we are also in a Wilderness waiting for our “Moses” to come and lead us home. Of course I am talking about
Yeshua when He returns to gather His people and bring them to a place He has prepared for them.

John 14:2 "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I
am, there you may be also.

Many have come to understand passages like this one and others to mean that Yeshua is coming to take us away
before the Great Tribulation strikes the earth. I do not know whether that will happen in that way or not. The
majority of the Church and even some Messianics believe all Believers will be “raptured” out of here before the bad
times come. If it plays out that way I am all for it but if it does not and we have to go through the Great Tribulation
are we prepared to do so if we have been thinking we will not have to endure that?

How many will lose their faith in God because of a teachings that may not hold any truth in it? I believe, by the
example of Scripture, that we have our time in the Wilderness to go through. Why would God have spent so much
time having Moses record the story of the Exodus and the subsequent Wilderness wandering if it did not have
meaning for us today? Generations of Jews celebrate the Passover in remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt. They
celebrate their being freed from slavery in Egypt and being guided by the Lord Himself to their new home in the
Promised Land. To me the importance of Passover is in the remembrance of the sacrifice of the Messiah Yeshua,
dying on our behalf, for our collective sins. Three days later we gather once again to celebrate His resurrection from
the dead, thereby overcoming not just death but the plans of the Adversary Satan.

The Wilderness wandering was a time for Israel to reflect on their relationship with the Almighty. We need to do the
same thing. We need to reflect on whether we are doing what we are supposed to for the Lord and trying to follow
Him in the way that He has said we should. Have we made ourselves into a Tabernacle in which the Lord can dwell
or have we mixed the holy and the profane in such a way that God can not come in and take up residence within
us?

1 Kings 8:1-4, 10-11
1 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of
Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the City of
David, which is Zion. 2 Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of
Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3 So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 Then
they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the
tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up. 10 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the
holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could not continue ministering
because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.

When we follow the Torah cycle we find, at times, that we are limited in our choices for Haftarah readings. The
purpose of the Haftarah portion is to remind us of the overall meaning of the Torah portion to which the Haftarah
portion is connected. There was a time in the history of the Jewish people when they were forbidden from reading
or studying the Torah. To get around this prohibition the Rabbis of old decided to use a passage from the Prophets



4

and the Writings from the Tanach whose symbolism would mirror the overall meaning of the Torah portion for any
given week.

In this way the Jewish people would not be violating the law but would be able to discuss not only the meaning of
the Haftarah portion bit it would lead to discussion of the Torah portion by way of the natural course of the
conversation, something that was not prohibited. With that we see in this week’s Haftarah portion the story of the
dedication of the first Temple built by Solomon which mirrors the story of the building of the first sanctuary by
Moses. Along with the construction of both Sanctuaries we see their dedication in the same manner with God’s
Spirit coming down to take up residence within the meeting place between man and God.

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and you are not your own?

Many believe this verse is speaking about our not drinking alcoholic beverages or smoking but the truth be told is
God does not forbid the drinking of alcohol. In fact we see the Apostles drinking wine as well as the Messiah Himself
turning water into wine. The sin is in overindulging and that includes eating as well.

Proverbs 23:20 Do not mix with winebibbers, or with gluttonous eaters of meat; 21 For the drunkard and the
glutton will come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe a man with rags.

Notice that the writer of Proverbs points out that we should not mix with those who drink or eat too much.
Interestingly, the Messiah was accused of associating with similar people.

Luke 7:34 "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!' 35 "But wisdom is justified by all her children."

I am sure the ones making this accusation against Yeshua were thinking of the passage from Proverbs but the reality
is we must be very careful that we do not judge people merely by outward behavior because we may be judging in
haste rather than looking at the entire overall situation.

Mark 2:16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His
disciples, "How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?" 17 When Yeshua heard it, He said to
them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance."

Yeshua went to those whom He knew needed to hear His message while He already knew that the hearts of the
scribes and Pharisees were hardened against Him. Doctors deal with the sick and infirm. In our society today we see
programs geared towards helping to keep us well so we can avoid going to the doctors. Yeshua went to those who
needed Him and in doing so what He did would be seen and shared with everyone including those who might not
particularly desire to hear what He had to say. We are all called to this same ministry today by allowing God’s Spirit
to take us residence within us and thereby working through us.

1 Corinthians 2:6-16
6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this
age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God
ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into
the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him." 10 But God has revealed them to us
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through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things
of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of
God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the
things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For
"who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Messiah.

In the 3 ½ years of Yeshua’s ministry He taught His disciples many things about Himself. We know from reading
the Apostolic Scriptures that His disciples sometimes “got it” but many times did not. His teachings did not sink in
even near the end. Could it have been because they were focusing not on His first coming but on the anticipated
second coming as Messiah ben David, who would come and defeat the Jewish people’s enemies and raise up Israel
as the mighty nation it was destined to be.

They did not understand the mysteries that Yeshua was sharing with them until after they had received the Holy
Spirit which took up residence within them and enabled them to understand these mysteries and to speak out
boldly the message Yeshua had given to them to share. If we speak according to our flesh we are not speaking with
the power of the Ruach HaKodesh. If we allow the Spirit of God to work through us we become vessels used by
God for His holy purpose.

Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our potter; and all we are the work
of Your hand.

Jeremiah 18:6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?" says the LORD. "Look, as the clay is in the
potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!

Romans 9:21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor
and another for dishonor?

How can we ever hope to understand the mysteries of God if we do not allow Him to mold us and form us into
vessels He can use? We are clay that God wants to mold into something He can use to proclaim His truth to all the
nations of the earth. The message of the saving grace through Yeshua was not meant to be kept under a basket but
was intended to shine out into the darkness. We have been molded into lamps that hold the oil that provides light to
those who are in darkness. We are capable of understanding the mysteries of God. We are to share the truth of
Yeshua and the forgiveness He offers to everyone.

Some will see the light and others will not. Some will hear and understand and some will not. Some will see and
some will not. We never know the impact we will have by what we say or do. We may plant some seeds that will
take root and grow and some will not and the root will wither away and die. The Lord never promised us that a vast
multitude would be saved. He only speaks about a remnant.

Romans 9:27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, "THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE LIKE
THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED. [Isaiah 10:22, Genesis 22:17, Hosea
1:10]

Are you part of the remanant?
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Time is the teacher most sublime, and wisest of all…Moses ibn Ezra

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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