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Message 12 -22 -07  
VaYechi -And He Lived  
Genesis  47:28 -50:26  

1 Kings 2:1 -12  
1 Thessalonians 4:14 -5:2  

 
Introduction  
Jacob blesses his grandchildren Ephraim and Manasseh, reversing his hands at the last moment to 
give the greater blessing to the younger son. Jacobõs twelve sons gather around his deathbed, and 
each receives an evaluation and prediction of the future. Jacob dies and is buried in Hebron. Joseph 
assures his brothers that he has forgiven them and promises to care for them and their families. 
Before he dies, Joseph tells his brothers that God will return them to the land that God promised to 
the patriarchs. Joseph is promised that his bones will be returned to the Promised Land. 
 
Genesis 48:5 -6 
5 And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were born to you in the land of Egypt 
before I came to you into the land of Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 6 
But the children that you begot after them shall be yours, and shall be called after the name of their 
brothers when they come into their inheritance. 
 
It is at this point that Ephraim and Manasseh, the children of Joseph and grandchildren of Jacob, 
are officially made the children of Jacob. He thus elevates their status within the tribe and therefore 
in the line of inheritance from that of a grandson who might receive a gift on Jacobõs death to that of 
a son who stands to inherit substantially more. In this case Ephraim and Manasseh will become half-
tribes who will inherit Josephõs land inheritance once Israel comes into the Promised Land. Later on 
Ephraim and Manasseh will be treated as full tribes. 
 
It would seem the status of half-tribes was given to them based on the fact that they were Josephõs 
children thereby entitled to split Josephõs inheritance. We know this situation changes once the land 
is divided and each group picks their territory. It also brings to light the place Ephraim would assume 
in later Israelite history when they become the leading tribe out of the ten northern tribes who 
ultimately secede from Israel to remove themselves from under the tyrannical rule of Solomonõs son 
Rehoboam. This decision would cause a clash between the kingdoms of Judah and Ephraim from 
that time all the way down to the present. 
 
Within the Messianic Movement there is a conflict that has been on-going for many years now where 
Messianic Judaism refuses to acknowledge the validity or existence of the tribes of the House of 
Ephraim. Instead they choose to go on the basis of a few Biblical passages that talk about how a 
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remnant of the ten northern tribes migrated down to Judah and became part of Judah at the time of 
the Assyrian captivity. No one disputes this fact but the operative word in all of this is remnant. A 
remnant does not imply a lot of people and the fact is that God said He would exile the ten northern 
tribes for their idolatry and since they desired to be like the nations He would make them like the 
nations taking away their identity. 
 
2 Kings 17:9  Also the children of Israel secretly did against the LORD their God things that were 
not right, and they built for themselves high places in all their cities, from watchtower to fortified city. 
10  They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every high hill and under every 
green tree. 11  There they burned incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the LORD 
had carried away before them; and they did wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger, 12  for 
they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, "You shall not do this thing." 13  Yet the 
LORD testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets, every seer, saying, "Turn 
from your evil ways, and keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the Torah 
which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets." 14  
Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who did 
not believe in the LORD their God. 15  And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had 
made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed 
idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the 
LORD had charged them that they should not do like them. 16  So they left all the commandments 
of the LORD their God, made for themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden 
image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. 17  And they caused their sons and 
daughters to pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do 
evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. 18  Therefore the LORD was very angry 
with Israel, and removed them from His sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone. 
 
Even though we are told that only Judah was left right after these verses we are told that Judah did 
not learn from Israelõs or Ephraimõs mistakes and they were also exiled from the land as well. The 
major difference was that Ephraim was stripped of their identity while Judah was not. There were 
several reasons for this happening. Since the Messiah was to come through the line of Judah, Judah 
had to retain their identity. We know from things that have happened that a fair number of Judah 
have had their identity submerged, for one reason or another, and only came to discover later they 
were Jewish. Some of it was due to persecution that came from several different sources. The one 
constant is that God always made sure that there was a remnant of Judah who knew who they were. 
 
For centuries not Judah has been the guiding force in the legacy of Israel though they were never 
known as Israel in Scripture. Prior to the unification of the tribes under David, David ruled over 
Judah and only Judah in Hebron. After Saul died the rest of Israel came and asked David to be their 
king. At the time of the division in the kingdom Judah became Judah and Ephraim and the other 
eleven tribes who joined with them became known as Israel/Ephraim or Joseph. After the return 
from the Babylonian captivity Judah became associated with the identification as Israel and that has 
remained down to modern times. It has only been with the last ten years or so that we have come to 
see the emergence of Ephraim. 
 
I have watched this changing landscape with great interest. As Ephraim has emerged from his exile 
and has been trying to discover who they are Messianic Judaism has taken on the role of the 
protector of the faith in fighting back against what they describe as something unbiblical or as 
heresy. The funny thing about this is, is that in Israel and elsewhere, Rabbis are open to the idea of a 
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returning Ephraim and in fact there is a prayer in the Amidah called the ògathering of the exilesó 
where we pray for their return. The prayer does not specify Jewish exiles alone but all exiles. God is 
stirring hearts throughout the world to awaken from their slumber. 
 
Zechariah 8:23  "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'In those days ten men from every language of the 
nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, "Let us go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you." ' " 
 
We are seeing this happening in our day. We are watching prophecy coming to pass as God calls 
His people out from among the nations. The problem we face though is that Messianic Jews cannot 
make aliyah to Israel because of their belief in Yeshua and returning Ephraim and their companions 
would have to convert to Judaism in order to make aliyah to Israel. Israel as it stands at the moment 
is defined as a Jewish country. To bring back Ephraim and their companions would change the 
nature of a Jewish Israel in much the same way that allowing millions of Moslems the right of return 
would cause. 
 
Of course returning Ephraim would be those who have faith in Yeshua and a love for Torah and the 
Jewish people. Perhaps this is what it means to make Judah jealous? 
 
Isaiah 9:21  Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh; together they shall be 
against Judah. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still. 
 
Isaiah 11:10  "And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the 
people; for the Nations shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious." 11  It shall come to 
pass in that day that the LORD shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of 
His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, 
from Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12  He will set up a banner for the nations, and will 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth. 13  Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; 
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
 
Notice how it says that it will be the Root of Jesse who will bring the two disagreeable brothers back 
together again. 
 
1 Kings 2:1 -4 
1 Now the days of David to die drew near; and he charged Solomon his son, saying, 2 I go the way 
of all the earth; be strong therefore, and show yourself a man; 3 And keep the charge of the LORD 
your God, and walk in his ways and keep his statutes, his commandments, his judgments, and his 
testimonies, as it is written in the Torah of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and 
succeed wherever you go; 4 That the LORD may establish his word which he spoke concerning me, 
saying, If your children take heed to their ways, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and 
with all their soul, there shall not fail you a man on the throne of Israel. 
 
While the kings of Israel were to walk in the ways of the Torah, it would be the kings of Israel who 
would set the tone for the rest of Israel. It is not by happenstance that people are described like 
sheep through Scripture and how God has used shepherds to gather them together and to lead 
them. Abraham was a shepherd, as well as Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David. Yeshua is the greatest 
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Shepherd who ever lived and will be when He returns to gather His wandering sheep from the four 
corners of the earth. 
 
While I hate to say it sheep tend to follow their leader even into harmõs way. The same can be said 
about the Children of Israel. The southern kingdom of Judah has some good kings as well as bad 
kings but the northern kingdom of Ephraim/Israel did not have one good king from among all of 
them. It seems, at times, that they did their best to out evil their predecessors. Perhaps this is why 
God allowed Ephraim to remain among the Nations for such a long period of time? I am not 
condemning Ephraim for their behavior because one should not do that since we are prone to 
similar behavior and in fact Judah did what Ephraim did and was punished by God for it. 
 
Luke 6:41  "And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the plank 
in your own eye? 42  "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me remove the speck that is 
in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First 
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in 
your brother's eye. 
 
We spend way too much time pointing fingers at others and criticizing them for their behavior and 
not enough time to check ours out. I am the first one to admit that I fall short of this mark. I do it in 
my everyday life and I do it within my own congregation. Over the years I have learned to take the 
Jewish teaching about Lashon Hara to heart. The term Lashon Hara is a Hebrew one that literally 
means Evil Tongue which refers to the bad things we direct at someone else. The long and the short 
of it is we are better off keeping our mouths shut if we donõt have something nice to say about 
someone. One of the few times this rule is allowed to be ignored is if harm will come to someone 
else who might not hear a word of warning about someone else. This does not give us free reign to 
couch everything we say as a warning to someone else in order to say hurtful things about someone 
else. 
 
Though our passage from 1 Kings is Davidõs dying instructions to his son Solomon, we can take his 
instructions to heart and apply them to ourselves even if our leaders are not following them. The 
Torah was never meant to be for kings or leaders alone but it was meant to be the law of the land of 
Godõs country and His people. We were all meant to be under the rule of Torah and to be governed 
not by men but by God through His Son Yeshua. 
 
1 Samuel 8:7  And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to 
you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 
 
The people had come to the Prophet Samuel and asked him to place a king over them the same as 
the nations around Israel had. At first Samuel would not do it as he felt hurt and thought the people 
were rejecting him but God told him it was not Samuel they were rejecting but God. God knew that 
this day would come and that Israel would ask for a king other than king to rule over them. He 
spoke about it back in the Torah and told Moses what the kings were to do when they ruled over 
Israel. It had been Godõs intention to be the Ruler over His people Israel from the very beginning but 
knowing our hearts as He does He knew what we would desire. 
In the days of the Messianic Age I doubt that everyone will be happy with the way Yeshua rules. I 
say this because of what we are told in Scripture. 
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Psalm 2:6  "Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion." 7 "I will declare the decree: the LORD 
has said to Me, 'You are My Son, today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the 
nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. 9 You shall break them 
with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.' "10  Now therefore, be wise, 
O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. 11  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. 12  Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled 
but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 
 
It is very clear from this passage from Psalm 2 that the rule of the King Messiah will not be received 
well by many still alive at that time. We know from the Word that the Messianic Age will not be 
inhabited solely by Believers but also by unbelievers from among the nations that survive the 
tribulation. It is interesting to consider how the Torah was one of the instructions given by God to 
Israel and it would seem to be that the Torah will once again be enforced, this time by the Messiah 
Yeshua, on a world not used to God exerting control. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:14 -5:2  

4 That every one of you should know how to keep his possessions in sanctification and honor; 5  
And not through the passion of lust, even as the rest of the Gentiles who know not God; 6 And that 
no man overreach to transgress and defraud his brother in this matter, because our Lord is the 
avenger of all such, as we have also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God has not called you to 
uncleanness but to holiness. 8 Therefore, he who does an injustice does not wrong man but God 
who has also given to you his Holy Spirit. 9 Now concerning brotherly love, you do not need me to 
write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another. 10  And indeed you show it 
toward all the brethren who are in Macedonia; but I beseech you, my brethren, that you increase 
your love more and more; 11  And that you endeavor to be quiet and to do your own business and 
to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12  That you may lead a life of good 
example toward outsiders, so that you depend on no man. 13  Now I want you to know, my 
brethren, that you should not grieve over those who are dead, as those do who have no hope. 14  
For if we believe that Yeshua died and rose again, even so those who have died in Yeshua, God will 
bring with him. 15  For this we say to you by the very word of our Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of our Lord shall not overtake those who are dead. 16  For our Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout and the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God; 
and those who died in Messiah will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet our Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with our 
Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another, with these words. 5:1  But of the times and seasons, my 
brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly well that 
the day of our Lord comes like a thief in the night. 

Whenever someone tries to date when Yeshua will return they often ignore chapter 5 verse 2 where 
the Apostle Paul says that the day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night. This is not the only 
place in Scripture where we see references to the day of the Lord or a thief in the night though I 
have seen some try to claim that the use of the term day of the Lord refers to Sunday because this is 
when the Messiah rose from His tomb. The problem with this line of reasoning is in all instances of 
the use of the term day of the Lord it always refers to that time frame when God pours out His wrath 
and judgment upon mankind. For someone to try to use Scripture to justify a Sunday Sabbath is to 
misuse Scripture. If indeed Sunday was now the Sabbath day then God violated His own Torah and 
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since He holds us to the Torahõs proper application I do not believe He Himself or His Son would 
break it either. 

Isaiah 2:12  For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon 
everything lifted up -- and it shall be brought low ð 
 
Isaiah 13:9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay 
the land desolate; and He will destroy its sinners from it. 
 
Joel 1:15  Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as destruction from 
the Almighty. 
 
Joel 2:1  Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the LORD is coming, for it is at hand. 
 
Amos 5:18  Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! For what good is the day of the LORD to 
you? It will be darkness, and not light. 
 
Amos 5:20  Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light? Is it not very dark, with no 
brightness in it? 
 
Obadiah 1:15  " For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it shall be 
done to you; your reprisal shall return upon your own head. 
 
Zephaniah 1:14  The great day of the LORD is near; it is near and hastens quickly. The noise of 
the day of the LORD is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out. 
 
Zechariah 14:1  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, and your spoil will be divided in your 
midst. 
 
2 Peter 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up. 
 
This is not an exhaustive list of the Scriptures that refer to the day of the Lord but I think you will get 
my meaning from the few I have presented to you here. The day of the Lord has nothing to do with 
the Sabbath day but refers to the day of Godõs coming wrath and Yeshuaõs return. Until then we are 
to occupy ourselves and not sit around idly waiting until He comes back. If someone gives you dates 
and tells you this is when events will happen or Yeshua will return I would urge you to run as fast as 
you can in the opposite direction. Now, I may be wrong in my thinking, but I tend to believe that 
since Yeshuaõs first coming had to do with the Spring Festivals that His second coming and Godõs 
judgment and the Messianic Age are somehow tied to the Fall Festivals. Exactly how this will all be 
played out I donõt know but I would tell you to pay attention to world events and sit back and watch 
as Godõs plan unfolds right before your very eyes. It may not come to fruition in our generation or in 
our childrenõs but it is beginning to unfold and has been for awhile now. 

Until now, the Torah has told the story of this one family, through several generations, 
the chosen ones of God. Now, they must begin the hard work of forging a nation from 
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these beginnings. The prologue is over. Now the story of Am Yisrael ð the People of 
Israel ð the central story of the Torah ð can begin.  

© 2007 Mordecai Silver -Tree of Life Messianic Ministries.  This teaching maybe shared in its 
entirety as long as proper credit is attributed to  the author Mordecai Silver.     

 
for  a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, go to Etz 
Chayim -Tree of Life Messianic Congregation at www.etz -chayim.org    
 
Mordecai's weekly  Shabbat Message is available  in audio for your  listening pleasure  at www.etz -
chayim.org  and c lick on the audio link. His teaching is also available in . pdf  format at www.etz -
chayim.org  and click on Torah Commentary.  

 
If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at   http://etz -chayim.org/cgi -
bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl  or sign up for one of our on -line e -mail lists: Whole House of Israel for Torah 
commentaries and daily news from Israel  or Whole House of Israel light for Torah commentaries 
or TorahWay an e -mail discussion group. Go to http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi. 

 
for  other Torah Studies check out:   
Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah  (sign up)   
Mark R. Enisgn  at mrensign@arn.net  (request to be added to list)   

 

 

aŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΧ Mordecai Silver 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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For a Yeshua/Torah based e-mail discussion group sign up at http://etz -chayim.org/cgi-
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For the Messianic Life ezine sign up at http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi and choose 
messianic_life_dlist... 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To join an on-line discussion forum for the Hebrew/Jewish Roots based on faith in Yeshua and an 
understanding of the Torah send an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to register for the Tree 
of Life Messianic aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ CƻǊǳƳΧ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Etz Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation and Tree of Life Messianic Ministries are separate 
legally incorporated non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ рлм όŎύ όоύ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΧ 
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