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Message 11-11-06
VaYera-And He Appeared

Genesis 18:1-22:24
2 Kings 4:1-37

Matthew 15:32-38

Introduction
In this week’s portion God discloses to Abraham His intention to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. This portion also
deals with the Akeidah or Binding of Isaac.

Genesis 18:1-5
1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of
the day. 2 So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them,
he ran from the tent door to meet them, and bowed himself to the ground, 3 and said, "My Lord, if I have now
found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 4 "Please let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 "And I will bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh your hearts.
After that you may pass by, inasmuch as you have come to your servant." They said, "Do as you have said."

In verse one it says the Lord appeared, and in verse two it says three men were standing by him and in verse three
Abram bows down and says “My Lord…” You can interpret these verses any way that you like but I like to take the
direct approach and we see the Lord appearing to Abram. Since the word translated as Lord in verse one is actually
the Name of God, YHWH, and God is described as a Spirit, one can only conclude that it is Yeshua who appears to
Abram as only Yeshua has a bodily form.

Even among Observant Jews it is believed God is a Spirit and invisible so who appeared to Abram? Better than that
how about the following verses?

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Exodus 33:23 "Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My face shall not be seen."

Joshua 5:14 So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." And Joshua fell on
his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant?"

These are just three of the instances where it is obvious that it is God in the form of Yeshua who appears to the
individuals named. If God is a Spirit like the Jewish people believe and is invisible then who walked ion the Garden,
who did Moses see and who did Joshua bow down to since angelic beings refuse worship? Some Jewish
commentators may say that these verses are only symbolic the way they say Isaiah chapter 53 is talking about Israel
and not an individual though the Hebrew says otherwise.
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I always find it curious when I hear of someone talking about how they have turned away from their faith in Yeshua
because of the questions raised about passages in the Apostolic Scriptures that appear to be in error or conflict.
Since when does a Believer in Yeshua turn from the Source of their salvation over problems raised by a non-
believing Jew? One could easily through these anti-missionaries into turmoil if you asked them about the problem
with their belief that God is a Spirit and invisible yet the Tanach shows us these examples and others of God’s
bodily form.

One could go even further and raise the problem over the use of the Hebrew word Elohim. Elohim is plural for
Gods or gods and yet in the Tanach whenever Elohim is used in relation to the one true God it is always translated
in the singular as God and never gods and when it is translated as gods it is always when used referring to pagan
deities. There is a singular form of the Hebrew for God or god and that is El. What will happen is a Jewish person
will try to make the argument about sentence construct and how the plural form is used with a singular verb. It does
not work folks!

There are too many times throughout the Tanach where God talks about Himself in the plural. This is not merely
the royal use of “we or us.” Our difficulty is accepting God for who He is and that is the Creator of the universe.

Job 38:4 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.

In this verse God is asking Job where he was when God was creating everything. God is beyond our understanding
and comprehension. We try to fit God into the confines of our understanding and in doing that we run into a
problem – it does not work! God allows us to see glimpses of Him and through these brief views we try to explain
God. It can not be done! Can you explain how God’s Word took on flesh and blood and became a man? Can you
explain how the Ruach HaKodesh-the Holy Spirit impregnated Miriam the mother of Yeshua? If you can then you
are better than those who have gone before us and looked upon God.

Belief in God is all about having faith. It has nothing to do with the Torah except that obedience to the Torah is an
act of faith, one that God requires of us if we say we love Him.

John 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My commandments.

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him."

John 14:23 Yeshua answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

John 15:9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.

Love is an act of faith. Obedience is an act of faith. Loving God is an act of faith. Everything else comes from that
faith.

2 Kings 4:42-44
42 Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of
barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, "Give it to the people, that they may eat." 43
But his servant said, "What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?" He said again, "Give it to the people, that
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they may eat; for thus says the LORD: 'They shall eat and have some left over.'" 44 So he set it before them; and
they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the LORD.

It always amazes me when an unknowing Christian tells me or someone else how that everything Yeshua did was
miraculous. It should not amaze them if they read the Tanach. Yeshua did not do anything new but everything He
did was based upon the Tanach. He brought about what the prophets said about Him in the Tanach. One could
not point to the Apostolic Scriptures in Yeshua’s day and say, “See, I told you so, this is talking about Yeshua.” The
Apostolic Scriptures did not exist in Yeshua’s day and not for at least another 150 years in some form but not the
form we have today. The Apostolic Scriptures were brought into existence by a Church that no longer wanted to be
connected to the Tanach alone. The only place the Tanach held for the new Church was to confirm Yeshua. Any
connection these books had to the Jewish religion were submerged, hence the reason the Tanach came to be
known as the “Old Testament.” Ask any Jewish person and even secular Jews will not refer to the Tanach as old.
They are as alive today as they were in the beginning.

In our Haftarah portion we read about a miracle that precedes one done on a greater scale later on by Yeshua. The
road to Yeshua lies right through the Tanach. The Messiah the Jewish people are looking for is promised in the
Tanach. We know the Messiah to be Yeshua and one day soon the Jewish people will come to recognize Him also.
There are many things happening in our day and time that could be the beginning of the end for mankind as they
now exist. Then again they may not be. Many have tried to predict when God is going to do something spoken
about in the Bible and have come up short.

Matthew 24:36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.

Some say this verse proves Yeshua could not be God because if He were He would know the day and hour. Some
say when He returned to His Father then He knew. I have no idea how anyone could say something like that
because it would smack of someone claiming to know the mind of God and we already know we fall short of that
mark.

Revelation 17:17 "For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

There are things that must take place before Yeshua’s return. We are told about these things in the Bible. Our job is
to stay busy until the time arrives. God time table is not ours. Time to God is not the same thing as it is to us.

Psalm 84:10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of
my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.

It should be obvious where Peter got his quote from. The Apostles were students of the Tanach. Did they really set
out to write a new set of Scriptures to do away with the one that already existed? They were raised in the Tanach. It
was the basis for how they lived and understood God. It was never their intention to supplant the Torah and the
Prophets. As Jews they feared God with a healthy reverence unlike the pagans who were coming into the faith. Was
it Yeshua’s intention to start a new religion? I know what I think, how about you?

Matthew 15:32-38
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32 Now Yeshua called His disciples to Himself and said, "I have compassion on the multitude, because they have
now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they
faint on the way." 33 Then His disciples said to Him, "Where could we get enough bread in the wilderness to fill
such a great multitude?" 34 Yeshua said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a
few little fish." 35 So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. 36 And He took the seven loaves
and the fish and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude.
37 So they all ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets full of the fragments that were left. 38 Now
those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

The miracle Elisha performed in the Hafatrah portion this week was paled in comparison to the one Yeshua did.
Yeshua had to do things that way in order to validate who He was. It was said the Messiah would do miracles
greater than any who had come before or after Him. I am sure the anti-messiah through his beast will try to do what
Yeshua did and many will be misled as our parents were in the Garden. The Garden was the example for all that
was to follow as man leaned towards the Deceiver rather than listening to God. We are all guilty of doing this. None
of us are so righteous that we have never made a mistake. Yeshua came to set things right and to be there for us
when we stray.

The problem arises when we turn away from Yeshua and follow a path that God has not laid out. God’s road is
clearly marked. In the Garden man fell because they chose to listen to the voice of Satan. God covered the sin but
cast man out of His presence. Ever since then man has desired to return to God’s presence but he could not by his
own power. God had to pave the way and He did.

Deuteronomy 11:28 "and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn
aside from the way which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not known.

Deuteronomy 11:28 "and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn
aside from the way which I command you today, to go after other gods which you have not known.

2 Kings 21:22 He forsook the LORD God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way of the LORD.

Psalm 18:30 As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in
Him.

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

Isaiah 48:17 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: "I am the LORD your God, Who
teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go.

Jeremiah 3:21 A voice was heard on the desolate heights, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel. For
they have perverted their way; they have forgotten the LORD their God.

In Jewish understanding following the Way of the Lord is called Halachah. The Hebrew word for way is derech. Yet
Halachah is not as much about following God’s ways as it is about following the Rabbis’ interpretation of His ways.
In the beginning God gave only one command to Adam and Chavah. He told them not to eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. We might think this was simple command to follow and our ancestors must have been
very weak willed. They did not know what evil was in the beginning we do.
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Many struggle with the idea that God created evil. God also created death and allows disease and bad things to
come upon us. It is how we react to these things that God is looking at.

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it.

We know from reading the history of the Apostles that almost all of them suffered terrible deaths except for John.
Did they consider themselves poor unfortunates? No, they held fast to their faith in the One who brought them
salvation from sin. We are told in this passage from 1 Corinthians 10:13 that God will not allow us to be tempted
beyond what we can bear. I know that many of us believe that we have reached our limits every time something
unfortunate happens to us but the bottom line is we are still here so we have not.

Of course we have gone through things that have shaken our faith but we persevere. Adam and Chava were cast
out of God’s presence. Can you even imagine what it must have been like to have once walked with God and then
have been cast out of being with Him? I believe the enormity of what they had done finally dawned on them and it
was their desire to be able to return to God’s presence once more. The promise that it can happen was shown to us
when God covered their nakedness with animal skins. Why was it the leaves were not good enough to cover them?
Could it be because man was trying to cover his sin and it would take God to do so?

Genesis 3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

Animals were killed and their blood shed in order that their skins could be used to cover man. Even in the
beginning God was showing us the way to salvation.

Ecclesiastes 11:5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind, Or how the bones grow in the womb of her
who is with child, So you do not know the works of God who makes everything.

Prayer means a consciousness full of God’s presence and of our relation with the Divine…Gates of
Prayer

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz-

chayim.org/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl

for other Torah Studies check out:

Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah (sign up)

Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)

Ariel ben-Lyman HaNaviy yeshua613@hotmail.com (request to be added to list)

Daniel Klutstein at daniel_klutstein@hotmail.com (request to be added to e-mail list)

Part of the Tree of Life Messianic Ministries Network www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html
-----------------------------------------------------------------
for weekly Torah commentary sign up by sending an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to subscribe to
Whole House of Israel or Whole House of Israel Light (less e-mail)
-----------------------------------------------------------------
to join an on-line discussion community of a Yeshua/Torah based Hebrew-Jewish Messianic walk send an e-mail
request to Mordecai Silver asking to register with the Discussion Forum at treelife@etz-chayim.org.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Etz Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation www.etz-chayim.org


