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Message 12 -1-07  
VaYeshev -And He Settled  

Genesis 37:1 -40:23  
Amos 2:6 -3:8  

Matthew 26:14 -16  
 

Introduct ion  
Jacob shows favoritism to Joseph which his brothers resent. Joseph has dreams that sow further 
discontent among his brothers. Josephõs brothers sell him into slavery instead of killing him and tell 
Jacob he was killed by a wild animal. Joseph winds up in Egypt. Tamar marries two of Judahõs sons 
who die and tricks Judah into sleeping with her and becomes pregnant. Joseph winds up in prison 
for a crime he did not commit but God has His hand on him. 
 
Genesis 37:18 -27  
18  And when they saw him from far away, even before he came near to them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. 19  And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer comes. 20  Come 
now therefore, and let us slay him, and throw him into some pit, and we will say, some evil beast 
has devoured him; and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 21  And Reuben heard it, 
and he saved him from their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. 22  And Reuben said to them, 
Shed no blood, but throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that 
he might rid him from their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 23  And it came to pass, when 
Joseph came to his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his coat, his coat of long sleeves that was 
on him; 24  and they took him, and threw him into a pit; and the pit was empty, there was no 
water in it. 25  And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, 
behold, a company of Ishmaelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing gum, balm and 
myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26  And Judah said to his brothers, What profit is it if we slay 
our brother, and conceal his blood? 27  Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our 
hand be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his brothers were content. 
 
When we come to this point in the Biblical narrative we are faced with a story that is not uplifting to 
us at all except that in the end we once again see how God uses the situations presented by man to 
accomplish His purpose. Josephõs brothers despised him. It cannot be put any better than this. They 
harbored hate in their hearts and jealousy ran rampant within them. When Joseph was sent by his 
father to see what his brothers were doing they saw him coming towards them from as distance. One 
may want to think about how they knew it was him if he was at a distance from them? Some 
commentators believe it was possible Joseph was wearing his coat of many colors and that was how 
they recognized him. Whatever it was that caused them to recognize him it brought about the next 
step in what they were going to do. 
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First they decided to kill him but Reuben would have no part of that and persuaded his brothers to 
throw him into a pit. Reuben then thought to himself that later on he would come back and free 
Joseph from the pit. At this point in the narrative Reuben apparently leaves. While he is gone his 
brothers sit down to eat and see a band of Ishmaelites coming and Judah convinces his brothers to 
sell Joseph to them instead of killing him. It would appear that it was in Judahõs heart to keep his 
brother from being killed as well. We are not told in the narrative which of the brothers wanted to kill 
Joseph only that they had decided to do this. The only one we are told did not want to do this 
outright was Reuben and then later Judah. 
 
What I find amazing about this story is that these 12 brothers become the fathers of the twelve tribes 
of Israel in spite of themselves. I would seem that God makes a choice that we ourselves would not 
do but that is why God is God and we are who we are. We are the created and not the Creator. 
 
Psalm 102:18  This will be written for the generation to come, that a people yet to be created may 
praise the LORD. 
 
Isaiah 40:26  Lift up your eyes on high, and see Who has created these things, who brings out their 
host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His 
power; not one is missing. 
 
Isaiah 42:5  Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who 
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, Who gives breath to the people on it, and spirit 
to those who walk on it. 
 
The immensity of who God is often lost on us. We tend to delegate God to a place in our lives 
where we bring Him out when we need Him and put Him away when we donõt. This is not what 
God wants from us. He desires to be at the center of our lives and to take the place as head of our 
lives rather than perhaps once a week when we observe His Shabbat, if we do even that. 
 
I cannot tell you how often I have people tell me that our Shabbat observance is too long for them. 
We start our Shabbat service at 10am with a time of prayer and then follow it with lunch, then a 
short Hebrew lesson and Bible study. We then close out Shabbat with a Havdalah service. This 
seems to be a burden to many people and what is lost on me is what happened to the holy 
convocation that God commanded His people to observe on the Sabbath? 
 
Leviticus 23:3  'Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a 
holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 
 

<04744>  ar'q.mi miqra (896d) 

Meaning: a convocation, convoking, reading 
Origin: from 7121 
Usage: assemblies(2), assembly(2), convocation(14), convocations(3), reading(1), summoning(1) 
 
The Sabbath day is to be a time of assembling together for the purpose of honoring God. I have no 
idea why people have such difficulty with this when it is God who commands it. I have had people 
say that they rest on the Sabbath by sleeping late and doing yard work and other things to occupy 
their time. The Lord is very clear that no work of any kind is to be done on the Sabbath day. I have 
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even heard people say that to gather together to hold a service is work. Since when is it work when 
God commands us to do so? 
 
Our forefathers, the sons of Jacob, were going to kill their own brother for no other reason than they 
were jealous of him. Do you think this could have been one of the reasons for God warning us 
about coveting and jealousy? They were jealous of Joseph because of the favoritism of their father 
Jacob towards him. This is somewhat along the lines of what happened between Cain and Abel. 
Cain and Abel both brought an offering to God and Cainõs was rejected. 
 
Cain became angry and killed his brother because his brotherõs offering had been accepted by the 
Lord. Did Abel do something to deserve this or did Cain simply choose to direct his anger towards 
God to Abel? I believe it was the latter reason. How many times do we do this? When something 
does not go the way we want it to we take it out on someone else rather than directing our 
frustration to the source. I know that I do this only to regret it afterwards. What this makes me do is 
to rethink the situation and see what else I could do to resolve it. I cannot tell you how often I find 
myself apologizing to God and to the individual I took my frustrations out on ð usually my better half 
ð my wife. 
 
Reuben did not agree with what his brothers wanted to do to Joseph. Judah thought through the 
situation and found that he could not take the life of his own brother and rather than allow his 
brothers to kill Joseph he had them sell them to Ishmaelites. We might think this to be a harsh thing 
to do but consider the alternative? Maybe, just maybe, Judah figured it would be for the best to 
remove Joseph from the situation and get him as far away from his brothers as possible so this 
problem would not come up again? I cannot tell you if this was what Judah was actually was 
thinking but I have to think that this played into Godõs plan to single out Judah and Ephraim 
(Joseph) for His last days plan. 
 
Amos 2:6 -7 
6 Thus says the Lord; For three transgressions of Israel I will not turn away his punishment, but for 
the fourth I will not turn away its punishment; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the 
poor for a pair of shoes; 7 they pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn 
aside the way of the humble; and a man and his father will go in to the same girl, to profane my 
holy name. 
 
What could this passage have in common with our Torah portion? It has everything to do with our 
Torah portion. Consider verse 6: they sold the righteous for silver. Now, Joseph was not exactly 
innocent in what happened between him and his brothers. He was naïve in sharing his dream with 
his brothers as well as the way he flaunted his fatherõs favoritism to his brothers. But this was no 
reason for his brothers to conspire to kill him. How many of us would go that far because of 
differences with our brethren? At the same time the brothers were not justified in selling Joseph into 
slavery though despite it all God used this to accomplish His plan. 
 
Through what happened to Joseph we see the trials and tribulations that will come upon the 
righteous because of their faith in God. 
 
Romans 5:3  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
 



4 
 

James 1:2  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials. 
 
We are to count it as joy when we suffer. Look at Joseph for our example. His brothers want to kill 
him but instead are persuaded by Judah to sell him into slavery. He is taken to Egypt where he is 
falsely accused of rape and placed in prison. There the Lord blesses him and places him in charge of 
the prison. Ultimately he is freed from prison and made the second most important man in the 
country. He not only saves the Egyptians from seven years of famine but the world at large and his 
own family. Joseph went from the height of being his fatherõs favorite to the lows of slavery and 
prison only to be blessed by the Lord and raised up out of his trials. 
 
Joseph is the basis for the Messiah ben Joseph that Judaism teaches about. This is the Suffering 
Servant Messiah and not the Messiah ben David or King Messiah. Those Jews who are observant 
and believe in God and the Torah are looking for two Messiahs. Though we know the truth because 
it has been revealed to us we must understand that our brothers, the Jewish people, have been 
blinded by God to the truth of Messiah Yeshua in order that the gospel message of Yeshua could be 
shared with the nations of the earth ð the goyim ð if you please. 
 
Their blindness has come in part in order that you, Ephraim and the nations, could know the 
redemption found through the Lion of the tribe of Judah Yeshua. So, rather than turning away from 
our Jewish brethren we should look to them to find the truth of the Torah that God entrusted to 
them long ago as promised through Jacobõs blessing over Judah as he lay on his deathbed. 
 
Genesis 49:10  The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
 
Torah and kingship shall be the hallmarks of Judah. The Davidic dynasty is of the line of Judah 
unlike the line of Ephraim. Judah has carried the Torah down through the ages and taught it to all 
who desired to learn it. Judah has paid a heavy price for their calling and many might not call the 
blessing of Jacob a blessing at all. Yet all of Israel has paid the price for their calling. It is not easy to 
be sons and daughters of the living God but that is who are all called to be. Judah is just one of the 
tribes of Israel. Their trials are an example to us that the way of the Lord is not easy but then 
consider the alternative? 
 
Matthew 26:14 -16   
14  Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said, "What are 
you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?" And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. 
16  So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him. 
 
Judas broke Torah by selling a righteous man for silver yet at the same time He fulfilled Scripture. 
 
Zechariah 11:12  Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, 
refrain." So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. 13  And the LORD said to me, 
"Throw it to the potter" -- that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and 
threw them into the house of the LORD for the potter. 
 
Judas was fulfilling prophecy. Some say that Judas only tried to force Yeshuaõs hand to reveal 
Himself as the Messiah ben David. They say he was a zealot. There is even a gospel purported to 
have been written by Judas where he claims to be the victim. All I know is what Scripture tells us 
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concerning Judas. He betrayed the Lord, for whatever purpose, and the Lord knew what He was 
going to do. 
 
Matthew 26:25  Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, "Rabbi, is it I?" He said 
to him, "You have said it." 
 
It should be interesting to us that the words Yeshua used in confirming the actions of Judas He also 
used when asked if He was the Messiah by the High Priest. 
 
Matthew 26:63  But Yeshua kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living 
God, that You tell us whether You are the Messiah, the Son of God." 64  Yeshua said to him, "You 
have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT 
THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." 
 
It would appear that Yeshua used Torah and the Prophets to confirm who He was. He did not use 
the New Testament to confirm who He was because the New Testament did not exist in Yeshuaõs 
day and for hundreds of years after that. Testimony of the Messiah was through the Tanach or 
Hebrew Bible. All those who came to believe in Yeshua in the first century and later on, did so on 
the basis of the Torah and the Prophets. This is what you need to do if you choose to witness to a 
Jewish person. You will have to use the Tanach and not the New Testament. To a Jewish person 
the New Testament means nothing much as to the Christian the Talmud or Oral Law means 
anything. If we were to go one step further, many Jewish people will tell you that to them the Oral 
Law or Talmud is just as inspired as the New Testament.  
 
It is not as simple as quoting Scripture to someone to get them to accept Yeshua as their Messiah. 
This is the same for non-Jews as it is for Jews. You must live the Word of God in your life before 
you try to share it with others. Anyone can learn Scripture but how many of us are living it day by 
day as the Lord meant us to be doing? 
 
Exodus 15:2  The LORD is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; He 
is my God, and I will praise Him; my father's God, and I will exalt Him.  
 

© 2007 Mordecai Silver -Tree of Life Messianic Ministries.  This teachi ng maybe 
shared in its entirety as long as proper credit is attributed to  the author Mordecai 
Silver.   
   
for  a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, 
go to Etz Chayim - Tree of Life Messianic Congregation at www.etz - chayim.org    

 
Mordecai's weekly  Shabbat Message is now available  in audio for your  listening 
pleasure  at www.etz -chayim.org  and click on the audio link. His teaching is also 
available in . pdf  format at www.etz -chayim.org  and click on Torah Commentary.  

 
If you want to learn more about y our Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at   http://etz -
chayim.org/cgi - bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl    
for  other Torah Studies check out:   
 
Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah  (sign up)   
 

http://www.etz-chayim.org/
http://www.etz-chayim.org/
http://www.etz-chayim.org/
http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl
http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl
http://www.devoted.to/Torah
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Mark R. Enisgn  at mrensign@arn.net  (request to be added to list)   
 

 

aŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΧ Mordecai Silver 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you have been blessed by what you have read in these daily e-mails or by what you have read or 
listened to on our website at www.etz-chayim.org please make a donation to Tree of Life Messianic 
Ministries on our website by clicking on the donation button in increments of $25.00 and you can 
inŎǊŜŀǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅΧ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you would like to have your group listed on our website at www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html drop 
us an e-Ƴŀƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For weekly Torah commentary sign up at http://etz -chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi and choose 
²ƘƻƭŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƻǊ ²ƘƻƭŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ άƭƛƎƘǘέΧ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For a Yeshua/Torah based e-mail discussion group sign up at http://etz -chayim.org/cgi-
bin/dada/mail.cgi and choose TorahWay... 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For the Messianic Life ezine sign up at http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi and choose 
messianic_life_dlist... 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
To join an on-line discussion forum for the Hebrew/Jewish Roots based on faith in Yeshua and an 
understanding of the Torah send an e-mail to treelife@etz-chayim.org asking to register for the Tree 
ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƴƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ CƻǊǳƳΧ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Etz Chayim-Tree of Life Messianic Congregation and Tree of Life Messianic Ministries are separate 
legally incorporated non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ рлм όŎύ όоύ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΧ 
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