Tree of Life Messianic Mil

Message 11 -17-07
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Introduction

On the road to Haran, Jacob has a dream o&ngels going up and won a ladder at the top of which
God stands. God blesses him in the dream. Jacob labors for his uncle Laban 21 years. Jacob has
twelve sons and one daughter. Jacob returns to Canaan.

Genesis 28:10 -15

10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, on his way to Hararll And he arrived at a certain place,
and spent the night there, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of the place, and put
them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleed2 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder
was set upon the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and behold the angels of God were
ascending and descending on itl3 And, behold, the LORD stood above it and said, | am the
LORD God of Abraham your father, ad the God of Isaac; the land whereon you are lying, | will
give to you and to your descendants14 And your descendants shall be as humerous as the dust of
the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the east and to the west and to the north and to the $put
and in you and through your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessé8. And,
behold, | am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for |
will not leave you until | have done the thing of whicH have spoken to you.

The unique thing about this story, which we all know, is that Jacob saw God standing at the top of

the ladder and spoke to Jacob. Even though this was a dream the belief in Judaism is that God is
invisible and yet He makes physicahppearances several times in the Tanach. Those of us who are

Believers in Yeshua hold to the belief that when God manifests Himself in the Tanach that this is
Yeshua who is making the appearance. Why? Because Yeshua is that part of the Godhead that took
on the physical attributes of God.

Even if Jacob saw God in His glory in a dream if he looked upon the face of God | believe Jacob
would have died. Remember that when Moses asked God if he could look upon Him God told
Moses he could see His back but not Hisice because if man looked upon the face of God he would
die.

Exodus 33:20 But He said, "You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live."



Exodus 24:10 and they saw the God of Israel. Andhere wasunder His feet as it were a paved
work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens iits clarity. 11 But on the nobles of the
children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and drank.

In the one instance in Exodus 33:20 God tells Moses that no one can look uporetface of the Lord

and live and in Exodus 24:10 we see the elders of Israel, along with Moses and Aaron having a meal

in the presence of the Lord and e did not strike them down. Is this a contradiction of sorts or is

something else taking place hereasopps ed t o what took place with Mos:¢

If it was Yeshua who appeared to Moses when Moses asked God to let him see him then you would
think that Moses could have | ooked upon Yeshuads
glory as Hewas on the Mount of Transfiguration and yet there Peter, John and James were able to

look upon Yeshua? It would appear there are a few contradictions that would cause us to question

what the heck is going on.

Remember Mosesd encouningbush. WoseshsawGloedusladn fire &nd yetitu r n
was not being consumed. He heard a voice coming from the bush and the voice told him that He
was the Lord God. In our passage from Genesis Jacob is seeing a vision of such magnitude that in it

he sees the angls of the Lord ascending and descending a ladder from heaven and the Lord is
standing at the top. | would assume that the reason Jacob could see God was that this was only a
dream because | really doubt that the angels of God needed a ladder to go betweearth and
heaven?

The reason Jacob could see God or someone appearing to be God was because it was a dream or a
vision where God revealed Himself in a way that Jacob could comprehend.

It is believed that the place where Jacob had this divine encounteraw the future place of the
Templ e Mount, a |l ocation that is a virtual i nter
true but | find it interesting that the Temple Mount is a place that is in constant contention as is
Jerusalem itself by the nadns of the earth. | think it is the crux of the battle between God and Satan

6 good and evil ¢ if you want to be simplistic about it. What | have always found is we need to

consider things the way God looks at them as they concern us. There is no grayaawith God. It is

either black or white because if we take a position that straddles the fence God does not like it.

Revelation 3:15 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. | could wish you were cold
or hot. 16 "So then, because you are lukwarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My
mouth.

Proverbs 26:11 As a dog returns to his own vomitso a fool repeats his folly.

2 Peter 2:22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS
OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washingreturnsto wallowing in the mire."

Scripture tends to be very graphic in nature about how the Lord views us. Revelation and 2 Peter

both quote Proverbs 26:11andot her pl aces in the Tanach about Go
Our actions, at times, are folly to the Lord. We have not learned a thing and we tend to repeat the

errors of our ancestors as well as repeating our own mistakes over and over. This is wiaised

Israel to be removed from the Promised Land despite being warned by God time and time again.
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He Lord gave us repeated warnings about the type of behavior He would not tolerate and we still
did it.

In our day we are rapidly approaching the last dagywhen the Great Tribulation will come upon us
as it did in Nohds day.

Matthew 24:37 "But as the days of Noahwere, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be38
"For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and givingrimarriage,
until the day that Noah entered the ark39 "and did not know until the flood came and took them
all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

Peter 3:18 For Messiah also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He mighing us to
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and
preached to the spirits in prison,20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, whiléhe ark wasbeing prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water.

I f we can |l earn anything from what happened i n N
saved from utter destruction and throughout Scripture God talks about only remniabeing saved in
the last days. A remnant, by its very definition implies a small group.

Remnant: something left over, remainder, a surviving trace or vestigehis is the definition as found

in The American Heritage Dictionaryand it makes it crystal @dar as to what a remnant means. |
devoted a chapter on the subject of remnant in my booKhe Torah IS Valid!'The research | did on
the subject was as exhaustive as | could do from Scripture and in my study on the subject | came
away convinced that the grop left during the Great Tribulation will be a remnant only. We need to
make sure we are a part of that remnant if the Lord decides to return in our generation.

Hosea 12:1 -6

1 Ephraim feeds on wind and follows after the tempest all the day long; they haweultiplied lies
and prey; they have made a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into EgyptThe LORD
has a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; and according to his
devices will he recompense him3 In the womb he deceived his brother, and by his might he
became great in the presence of God} Yea, he prevailed over the angel, he made supplication to
him; he found him in Beth-el, and there he spoke with him5 Even the LORD the God of hosts has
remembered him.6 Therefore return to your God; keep mercy and justice, and wait for your God
continually.

While Hosea is primarily the prophet to the northern kingdom of Ephraim in this passage we find

mention made of both houses. God chastises Ephraim for making a covertawith the Assyrians and

dealings with Egypt. The Lord then equates Judah with Jacob and the fact that Jacob lived up to his

name by saying that Jacob planned to deceive his brother from the womb. This would seem to

indicate, when tied to the mention of didah here, that Judah exhibits some of the same
characteristics as Jacob and at times it is not g
be in line with the use in Scripture of Israel and Jacob at different points to describe not just the

attitude of the Patriarch Jacob but to describe his descendants.

I n day it seems that Judah and Ephraim are at e
Judaism claiming that Ephraim does not really exist and that the teaching is nothing more than
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replacement theology in a repackaged form. Recently heard a Messianic Jewish leader say there is
no such thing as theten lost tribesbecause they were never lost. The funny thing about it is the term
lost tribeswas coined by traditional Jewish rabbis so for somae who is a Messianic Jew to make
the comment that there is no such thing as the lost tribes is to go against what is taught in traditional
Judaism.

The other thing is that traditional Orthodox Judaism has always believed that the-gathering of
Ephraim is one of the events that will usher in the coming of the Messiah. A comment was also
made that the two houses in not Biblical. When comments were made about this comment the
speaker would not discuss the subject. The Scriptural evidence is overwhelmingt$ affirmation of
the truth of the two houses of Israel. The point that needs to be kept in perspective is that we are
talking about two groups that make up one entity not two and that one group does not take the
place of the other one, that we are conmig together as echad, the same as God is echad, man and
woman are echad and Israel is echad.

Acts 9:1 -9; 15 -22

1 Now Saul was still filled with anger and with threats of murder against the disciples of our Lokd,
And he asked the high priests to give hintetters to the synagogues at Damascus, that if he should
find anyone, man or woman, following this faith he might bring them bound to Jerusalen3. And as

he journeyed, he came near Damascus; and suddenly a light from the sky shone round about him;
4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?
You make it hard for yourself by kicking against the prick& Saul answered, saying, Who are you
my Lord? And our Lord said, | am Yeshua of Nazareth whom you persete; 6 arise and go into the
city, and there you will be told what you must do.7 And the men who journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing only a voice, but seeing no mal. And Saul arose from the ground, but he
could not see even though his eyes werepen; and they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus.9 And he was unable to see for three days, during which he neither ate nor drarikb

But the Lord said to him, Arise and go; he is the agent whom | have chosen for myself to carry my
name to the Nations and kings and the children of Israel,6 for | will show him how great things he
must suffer f ol7 Tey AnanasveciGt 0 him at khe house, and laying his hands on
him, said, Saul, my brother, our Lord Yeshua, who appeared togu on the way when you were
coming, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit8 And in
that hour, there fell from his eyes something like scales; and his eyesight was restored; and he arose
and was baptized.19 And when he had received food, he was strengthened, and he remained
several days with the disciples in Damascu20 From that time on, he preached in the Jewish
synagogues concerning Yeshua, that he is the Son of Gog2ll But all those who heard him were
amazed and said, Is this not he who persecuted those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and
behold, he was sent here for that very purpose that he might bring them bound to the high priests?
22 But Saul became more powerful, and he made the Jews who dwelt in Bascus tremble when
he proved that Yeshua is the Messiah.

This passage from Acts was chosen in conjunction
nature of the visions involved. It would appear that the Apostle Paul or Shaul experienced the glory

of Yeshua in a way that overwhelmed him to the point of him temporarily losing his eyesight. The
appearance of Yeshua was to Paul similar to what Moses encountered with the voice from the

burning bush. Paul saw a bright light and heard the voice of One whulentified Himself as the
Messi ah Yeshua. The time had come for Paul t o mo
same as Moses and as Jacob and the other men and women of God.
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Each one of us iscalled by the Lord. Each one of us has a different calling in the Lord. This can be
different gifts or varying ministries, or anything that God chooses to have us do. Each one of us will
eventually reach the place where we have to decide to serve God ortnm serve Him. As | said
earlier it is not acceptable to the Lord to sit on the fence. We must make a choice or suffer the
consequences. The idea of a loving God who simply turns His head away when we commit what we
might define as small indiscretions odisobedience of a minor Torah command does not line up
with the harsh line that God draws in the word.

To talk about thed | o wfeah& Lord in terms which allow for disobedience of His Torah does a
disservice to our Creator. Yeshua spoke about His havirig fulfill every jot and tittle of the Torah.

Matthew 5:18 "For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will
by no means pass from the Torah till all is fulfilled.

If Yeshua says that all of the Torah standsuntie aven and earth pass away
refers to what we might believe to be minor commandments? Of course Yeshua contended with
some of the Pharisees over their interpretation of how to fulfill a commandment but He chose to
interact with them raher than turning His back on them where He spent very little time interacting

with the Sadducee Priesthood. Yeshua even went so far as to instruct to follow the example of the
Pharisees but to be careful.

Matthew 23:2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharies sit in Moses' seaB "Therefore whatever they
tell you to observe,that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and
do not do. 4 "For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lathem on men'sshoulders; but they
themseleswill not move them with one of their fingers.

What Yeshua is saying is that the scribes and the Pharisees teach Torah as Moses did and that we
are to do as they teach but not for the reasons they do. What this means is that the scribes and the
Pharisees covet the seat of Moses rather than serve as Moses did. Moses loved God and did as God
instructed him to in all/l humility. The scribes
will but it was all about the letter of the law that generated thiveworks rather than a love of God and

their fellow man. They coveted while Moses did not. We are in the same place and must learn that
love is foremost and primary in our walk. Love between ourselves and God and love between one
another. These are the twdoremost commandments; the rest of the Torah hinge on these two.

Matthew 22:40 "On these two commandments hang all the Torah and the Prophets."

The Rabbis taught the same principle as Yeshua did. Yeshua taught as a Rabbi, the greatest Rabbi
who ever lived.
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When can man experience Godds nearness? Only when

he himself knows that he does not know and does not pretend to have wisdom and
i nsight éPani"htentuay cammentarg
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for a list of Mordecai Silver's books and audio teachings on CD, and how to order, go to Etz
Chayim -Tree of L ife Messianic Congregation at www.etz -chayim.org

Mordecai's weekly Shabbat Message is available in audio for your listening pleasure at www.etz -
chayim.org and click on the audio link. His teaching is also available in . pdf format at www.etz -
chayim.org and click on Torah Commentary.

If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz_-chayim.org/cqi -
bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl _ or sign up for one of our on -line e-mail lists: Whole House of Israel for Torah
commentaries and daily news from Israel or Whole House of Israel light for Torah commentaries

or TorahWay an e -mail discussion group. Go to  http://etzchayim.org/cgibin/dada/mail.cqi

for other Torah Studies check out:
Tony Robinson at www.devoted.to/Torah  (sign up)
Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)
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If you have been blessed by what you have read in these daityals or by what you have read or

listened to on our website atvww.etz-chayim.orgplease make a donation to Tree of Life Messianic

Ministries on our website by clicking on the donation button in increments of $25.00 and you can
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If you would like to have your group listed on our website atvw.etz-chayimorg/tree-life.html drop
usaneYl Af GAGK @2dzNJ AYTF2NXI GA2YyX

For weekly Torah commentary sign up Bttp://etz -chayim.org/cgibin/dada/mail.cgi and choose
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For a Yeshua/Torah basedraail discussion group sign up attp://etz -chayim.org/cgi
bin/dada/mail.cgi and choose TorahWay...

For the Messianic Life ezine sign up at http://ethayim.org/cgibin/dada/mail.cgi and choose
messianic_life_dlist...

To join an online discussion forum for the Hebrew/Jewish Roots based on faith in Yeshua and an
understanding of the Torah send arrmaail to treelife@etzchayim.org asking to register for the Tree
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