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VaYetze-And He Went Out
Genesis 28:10-32:3

Hosea 11:7-14:9 (10)
John 1:19-51

Introduction
This portion relates the wondrous story of “Jacob’s Ladder” — his dream of angels ascending and descending from
earth to heaven, and God standing above him.

Genesis 28:10-15

10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a certain place and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and he
lay down in that place to sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And behold, the LORD
stood above it and said: "l am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you
lie I will give to you and your descendants. 14 "Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of
the earth shall be blessed. 15 "Behold, [ am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to
this land; for [ will not leave you until I have done what I have spoken to you."

[ have always been intrigued at how when the Patriarchs needed a wife or a place to stay they were directed to go
back to where they had come from even though their family in that land was idol worshippers. It could be their
tendency was to follow after the truth as it was revealed to them where the peoples living in the land of Canaan
were pagan to the core. [ don’t know if this is what happened or not but the question should be there as to what
made the family of the patriarchs better suited than other families?

Now we come to one of the most famous Bible stories found in the Bible — the story of Jacob’s ladder. This
encounter with God was the result of a dream Jacob was having. We find that God speaks to His children through
dreams. Perhaps it is because this is when we are quiet and more prone to listening to God as He desires to speak
to us. Maybe when we are awake we have too much going on in our heads for God to be able to get through to us.

What I find interesting about this passage is the part where it says God was standing above the ladder. The Hebrew
does confirm that God was standing above or over the ladder. Once again this shows us that God is not always this
invisible Spirit that the Jewish people believe He is. I realize some may say that because this was a dream that God
could have used the situation to show Himself in a way that Jacob could understand. Yet if this was true, and it
could be, God could have simply spoken to Jacob just as He did with Abraham and his father Isaac. Why did God
need to reveal Himself so that Jacob could see Him?

[ believe it may be possible that God needed to appear to Jacob so that Jacob would believe in Him.



Genesis 28:20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that [ am going,

and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 21 "so that [ come back to my father's house in peace, then the
LORD shall be my God.

By what Jacob says in these two verses it would seem that Jacob is placing a condition on the Lord in order that
Jacob would accept Him as His God. When you read this whole section it would appear that at one moment Jacob
believes in God because of his dream and then in another part it would appear he conditions his belief in God on
God fulfilling an act required that he asks for. It could be | am over analyzing the verses or it could be that in this
point in Jacob’s walk he still has some growing up to do.

We know that Esau was not a God-fearing individual and it could be that Jacob was a fence-sitter. He was waiting,
biding his time to see if the God of his father and grandfather was the one for him as well. I see in Jacob a man who
grew into the man of God he would become. It was a process that involved testing on the part of God to see
Jacob’s true heart and desire. It was not an overnight revelation that took place in Jacob’s life but years of trials and
tribulations that finally brought him to the point of total surrender to God.

What Jacob goes through in his walk to find God is one that many of us can identify with. The only problem with
some of us today is while we are on this walk we walk away from God rather than towards Him. In our quest to find
out who we are and where we come from we go from one extreme to another. Many in the Hebrew or Jewish
Roots Movement started out their lives as Believers in the Church. Time passed and questions began to arise that
Pastors and other Spiritual leaders could not or would not answer. The Spirit of God was moving in many of us and
we searched out the answers and were surprised by what we found.

We found ourselves at a crossroad and needed to decide what road we would take next. We searched and searched
and many of us landed in the Messianic Jewish Movement or the Messianic Movement that involved very little input
from Messianic Jewish or Jewish sources of influence. While on this spiritual journey we began to have even more
questions as we tried to return to a Biblically based walk. Some began to question who Yeshua is as a result of
Internet surfing that took us to places where Yeshua was the enemy. These sources influenced us to question the
place of Yeshua in our Hebraic based walk. Some lost their way and questioned Yeshua being God come in the
flesh. Once this took place we began to question the necessity of believing in Yeshua at all. Once we arrived at this
place in our journey it did not take much more to turn away from our faith in Yeshua completely and to follow after
Judaism or a Hebraic lifestyle without Jewish input altogether.

This is a journey many are on today. I have seen this happen time and time again. This is no unique to the
Messianic Movement as | have seen it happen in the Churches of Christianity. There are those within Christianity
who consider themselves to be Christians of the highest order who do not believe in the blood atonement of
Yeshua. I have seen some Churches that teach that the Bible is nothing more than a story book and nothing found
in it is true. All of these individuals have arrived at a point that is far past where Jacob found himself. He had a
personal encounter with God that changed his life but the results of that change would not manifest themselves
completely for many years to come. It was a slow process that involved Jacob and would later involve his wives
Leah and Rachel. When we come to the story of Leah and Rachel we need to pay close attention to Rachel and
something she does that shows us where she was in her walk and the fact that God permitted Jacob to marry these
two sisters.

Hosea 12:3-6
3 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and in his strength he struggled with God. 4 Yes, he struggled with
the Angel and prevailed; he wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, and there He spoke to us --



5 That is, the LORD God of hosts. The LORD is His memorable name. 6 So you, by the help of your God, return;
observe mercy and justice, and wait on your God continually.

The prophet Hosea is repeating the story of Jacob and Esau and what took place when the two brothers were born
and where Jacob’s name came from.

Genesis 25:24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 25
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his
brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

Jacob’s name in Hebrew means “one who takes by the heal.” He started out life trying to get ahead of his brother.
It would seem by several actions in his life he continued on that road until he reached a point in his life where his
brother finally wanted to kill Jacob.

Genesis 27:41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in
his heart, "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

Esau was planning to Kkill his brother Jacob once his father had died. This would be the only way Esau would be
able to receive his birthright, that he had bartered away, and the blessing of first-born that had been stolen away by
Jacob. Was it wrong for Jacob to do what he had done? God had shown his mother Rebecca what was going to
come to pass but we can not be sure she shared this with Jacob or simply planned to make sure Jacob would
receive what God had told her. We have no idea of whether she ever shared what God had told her with Isaac
because we are told that Esau was his father’s favorite.

Life takes us on a journey that twists and turns along the way. We plan one thing for our lives but wind up going
down another road that is totally different than the one we started out on and planned to follow. I know I, for one,
never had it in my mind to come to faith in Yeshua. I had been raised an Observant Jew but came to a place where
[ was a secular Jew for the most part as was the rest of my family. I was the first one in my family to marry someone
outside of the Jewish faith. It did not matter to me who I married as most of my friends at that point in time were
not Jewish.

As it turned out my wife’s older sister was an evangelical Christian who decided it would just the thing to witness
about Yeshua, or at that time Jesus, to her younger sister’s future Jewish husband. I am not going to tell you that
after they witnessed to me that the skies opened up and I had a divine revelation of who Yeshua was. It took time
and much prayer to bring me to the place that I realized who Yeshua was and that I needed Him in my life. I
struggled with this just as Jacob struggled. Believing in Jesus was not the Jewish thing to do even if “Jews for Jesus”
said it was so. It took time to bring me to that place and even more time to get me to totally return back to my
Jewish heritage once I fully understood that being Jewish and believing in Yeshua was a very Jewish thing to
do!

I can identify with Jacob and know what he was going through as he began to discover the reality of the God his
father and grandfather knew. This was not a realization he was born with but one that [ am sure he was exposed to
over the course of his life by his father and grandfather. Yet he married into a family that believed in idols but
seemed to lean towards whatever god or God seemed to be the strongest at the time. We all struggle with things like
this. What we need to hope for is that we arrive at the place that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did where they finally
surrendered all to Him.



dohn 1:19-23

19 This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who
are you?" 20 And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, "l am not the Messiah." 21 They asked him,
"What then? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "l am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 22 Then
they said to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about
yourself?" 23 He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY
OF THE LORD,' [Isaiah 40:3] as Isaiah the prophet said."

John the Immerser was a cousin to Yeshua the Messiah. He knew Yeshua from the womb.

Luke 1:41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 "But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44 "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in
my womb for joy.

Elizabeth’s husband was a Priest of God who believed in the Messiah. This was a rare thing indeed as most of the
Priests believed only in the Temple and the Torah without any thought to a Messiah. He was struck dumb and
could not speak until his son was born. His son would be a Nazirite and would proclaim the coming of the Messiah.
Rather than serving in the Temple as he should have, John served his God in the wilderness, proclaiming the
coming of the Lord.

John knew Yeshua while he was still a unborn babe in his mother’s womb and would spend his life preparing the
way for the coming of the Messiah, the Son of God.

Matthew 3:3 For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING
IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!"

We have already referred to this passage earlier but it bears repeating again. John was proclaiming the coming of
Yeshua, not from the pages of the Apostolic Scriptures, but from the pages of the Tanach.

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

Isaiah 57:14 And one shall say, "Heap it up! Heap it up! Prepare the way, take the stumbling block out of the way
of My people."

Isaiah 62:10 Go through, go through the gates! Prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway!
Take out the stones, lift up a banner for the peoples!

The prophets knew the Messiah Yeshua and shared Him with the Children of Israel. They were sent by God to
proclaim Him from one generation to the next. It is my belief that in either our generation or one very close Yeshua
will return. The world is changing and it is not for the better. Things are beginning to take place that had been
spoken about in the Tanach. Since before the beginning God knew what would have to be done in order to redeem
the creation. He knew what man would do and that man’s actions would affect the rest of creation. When man
sinned the creations was condemned as well showing us our link to all tings that exist through God’s Son.



John the Immerser prepared the people for the first coming of Yeshua. John came in the power and authority of the
prophet Elijah who by Scripture would prepare the way for the Messiah. One like Elijah would prepare the way.
The Jewish people are looking for Elijah to return to herald the first coming of the Messiah. We, who believe in
Yeshua, are looking towards that day when He will come for the second and last time.

On Shabbat You come out of hiding, or so it seems; for on Shabbat my questions seem to fade, and it
is enough to say: It is. You are who You are. I am what I am, “fearfully and wonderfully made” - and
so are all things great and small. It is enough. Be praised, Eternal One, Source of creation and its
wonders.
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