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Message 12-30-06
VaYigash-And He Drew Near

Genesis 44:18-47:27
Ezekiel 37:15-28
Luke 15:11-32

Introduction
In this week’s Torah portion Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and bids them bring their father Jacob to Egypt,
and at long last, the family is reunited.

Genesis 44:18, 30-34
18 Then Judah came near to him and said: "O my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord's hearing,
and do not let your anger burn against your servant; for you are even like Pharaoh. 30 "Now therefore, when I
come to your servant my father, and the lad is not with us, since his life is bound up in the lad's life, 31 "it will
happen, when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die. So your servants will bring down the gray hair of
your servant our father with sorrow to the grave. 32 "For your servant became surety for the lad to my father,
saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father forever.' 33 "Now therefore,
please let your servant remain instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brothers. 34
"For how shall I go up to my father if the lad is not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that would come upon my
father?"

There are many striking similarities to be found in this particular passage. The first one would be in looking at who
Judah is interceding on behalf of. He is interceding on behalf of Benjamin the youngest of the brothers and
currently the favorite son of his father Jacob. When Joseph supposedly died Benjamin took Joseph’s place as the
last child of Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel. It should be noted that when the nation of Israel split in two the tribe of
Benjamin joined itself to the tribe of Judah. That should be something we should take notice of because it was
Joseph and Benjamin who were children of a common mother, Rachel, and father, Jacob.

1 Chronicles 12:16 Then some of the sons of Benjamin and Judah came to David at the stronghold.

This is definitely not the only Scripture reference to Judah and Benjamin being together. There are many others but
I share this one with you to show that Judah and Benjamin stood together after the split in Israel. There is also some
conjecture that some of the tribe of Simeon also joined themselves with Judah as well and there are Scripture
references that seem to indicate this to be so.

My whole purpose in pointing out about Judah and Benjamin is to show how it all began with Judah standing up
for his brother Benjamin before the second in command of Egypt – unknown to Judah and his brothers, their
brother Joseph. Judah had made a promise to his father Jacob concerning Benjamin and Judah was not about to
fail in that promise as he felt he had done with Joseph.
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Another point we need to look at is how the brothers had come before Joseph, and after all the intervening years,
they did not recognize him but he had recognized them. The point I am trying to bring out here, though with a small
difference, is how Judah does not recognize his brother Joseph today, though Joseph is now embodied in Ephraim.
Nor does Ephraim/Joseph recognize his being part of the Children of Israel.

For some time now I had been struggling with my thinking on who Ephraim was. Before this point, when I had first
come into the understanding of Ephraim, I did not have any questions. As time went on I began to question the
identity of Ephraim but I must admit it was from a position based upon Ephraim’s continued rejection of the ways
of Judah or its insistence upon changing the ways of Judah and demanding that they, Ephraim, be accepted back
by their brother Judah. Though the problem was that Ephraim wanted to be accepted back bringing the baggage he
had accumulated over the centuries he had been lost. Ephraim was insisting that their customs and traditions should
be accepted by Judah without accepting Judah’s customs and traditions.

In my mind I believe, and you can disagree with me on this that Judah is the bearer of the Torah and the ways of
Israel, so therefore, it is not simply Jewish ways but customs and traditions inherent to Israel. My evidence to
support this claim is by pointing out that when groups of people have been discovered in various places throughout
the world, with no connection to Judaism, they have been found to be practicing what we would describe as Jewish
customs and traditions. This is not limited to groups connected in some way to Judah but also to Ephraim. A case in
point would be the group called B’nai Manasseh or Children or House of Manasseh, the grandson of Jacob and
eldest son of Joseph.

All of this brings me back to my previous point of my frustration with Ephraim. Though Ephraim was the son to
whom Jacob blessed with the blessing of the double portion and elevation to the position of first-born apart from his
birth position, Ephraim and those tribes who joined themselves to him, turned away from their inheritance. The
parable of the prodigal son is a story of Judah and Ephraim and the father makes it very clear that he accepts
Ephraim back into the family but that his youngest son had squandered his inheritance and all that remained of the
fathers belonged to his eldest son, in this case Judah. So, to me this clearly shows me that the ways of Judah are the
ways of Israel and these are the customs and traditions we are to continue to identify with and not what Ephraim
has brought back.

This is not to say that everything that Judah does is right but they are the bearers of the Oracles of God.

Romans 3:1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 2 Much in every way! Chiefly
because to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make
the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written:
"That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are judged."

3051 lo,gion logion {log'-ee-on}

Meaning: 1) a brief utterance, a divine oracle (doubtless because oracles were generally brief) 1a) in the NT, the
words or utterances of God 1b) of the contents of the Mosaic law

As you can see from the definition of the Greek word for oracle, one of its assigned meanings is the Torah. The
Torah carries the teachings of God and it would be carried through the ages by the Jewish people who were the
part of Israel that God kept identifiable while allowing Ephraim to lose his. I do not say any of this to make light of
my brother Ephraim but to merely put into a proper perspective what I have been struggling with. Ultimately I
finally came to the place where I was from the beginning of my discovery of who Ephraim is? He is the separated
brother of Judah, the son of Joseph who sat upon the throne while Judah pleaded for mercy for Benjamin. The
brothers did not recognize him then and Judah does not recognize him now. Except in this instance many from
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Ephraim do not recognize their connection to Judah while those who do are frustrated that Judah will not accept
them back. Just the fact that Ephraim is awakening to who they are should be cause for Judah to celebrate. The
bottom line is we should all be happy that God’s prophetic plan is unfolding even as we speak.

Ezekiel 37:15-28
15 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 16 "As for you, son of man, take a stick for yourself and write
on it: 'For Judah and for the children of Israel, his companions.' Then take another stick and write on it, 'For Joseph,
the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his companions.' 17 "Then join them one to another for
yourself into one stick, and they will become one in your hand. 18 "And when the children of your people speak to
you, saying, 'Will you not show us what you mean by these?' -- 19 "say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely I
will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will join
them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they will be one in My hand."' 20 "And the
sticks on which you write will be in your hand before their eyes. 21 "Then say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD:
"Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them
from every side and bring them into their own land; 22 "and I will make them one nation in the land, on the
mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they
ever be divided into two kingdoms again. 23 "They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with
their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in
which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 24 "David
My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and
observe My statutes, and do them. 25 "Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant,
where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children's children, forever; and
My servant David shall be their prince forever. 26 "Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall
be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their
midst forevermore. 27 "My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My
people. 28 "The nations also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst
forevermore." ' "

The significance of this passage from the book of Ezekiel is very important and ties in with the core message of my
teaching for this week. This passage from Ezekiel is the one most often cited by returning Ephraim in their case for
who they are. This passage is God speaking to Ezekiel and instructing him to bring two sticks together in his hand in
symbolism of the future rejoining of the two kingdoms of Judah and Ephraim in God’s hand. He will be the one
who does the uniting because it would seem the harder we try to bring it about the farther apart we seem to be
drifting.

Judaism wants to make everyone Jews, Messianic Judaism denies the very existence of Ephraim as a reality despite
what the Bible has to say on the issue and returning Ephraim, frustrated in their rejection have separated
themselves into their own camp while taking some of the ways of Judah and trying to make them their own without
the Jewish distinction. It brings to my mind what some within Christianity have done as Sabbath keepers and
keepers of the Biblical festivals but without the Jewish air to them. Once again I must point out that one can keep
these things without being Jewish but if Judah has been the keeper of the flame, as one might say, how can we
reject what they have brought us? I believe we all must look deep within ourselves and take a long hard look at why
we are doing the things we are. This is just as relevant for Judah as it is for Ephraim.

Luke 15:11-32
11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 "And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me
the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 "And not many days after, the
younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.
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14 "But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 "Then he
went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 "And he would
gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 "But when he
came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish
with hunger! 18 'I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you, 19 "and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants."' 20
"And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 "And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 "But the father said to his
servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 'And
bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 'for this my son was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.' And they began to be merry. 25 "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 "So he called one of the servants and asked what these
things meant. 27 "And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound,
your father has killed the fatted calf.' 28 "But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and
pleaded with him. 29 "So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I
never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make
merry with my friends. 30 'But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots,
you killed the fatted calf for him.' 31 "And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.
32 'It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost
and is found.' "

This is the Parable of the Prodigal Son I spoke about earlier. If you take a close look at this parable you can see the
story of Joseph and Judah in it as well as the words of God to Ezekiel. The parable clearly speaks about a son who
took his share of his inheritance from his father and went out into the world. How much clearer can God make it
that He is speaking about Ephraim?

Isaiah 9:21 Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh; together they shall be against Judah. For all
this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.

Isaiah 11:13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall
not envy Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

Hosea 5:5 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah also
stumbles with them.

Hosea 5:12 Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a moth, and to the house of Judah like rottenness.

These verses are just a few of the ones that speak about Judah and Ephraim. They talk about the fall of both houses
while the verse from Zechariah 9:13 brings us hope. Yet that hope will be tempered by events still to come as we
see in Isaiah 7:17. As devastating as the division of Judah and Ephraim was, there is a coming future event that will
bring the same sadness and heartache that was felt back then. It is my belief that the stage is being set for this in our
day and could come to pass in our time or in a generation soon to come. I do not believe that much more has to
happen for the chess pieces to all be in their proper place upon the paying board between God and Satan.

Isaiah 7:17 "The LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father's house -- days
that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah."
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Zechariah 9:13 For I have bent Judah, My bow, fitted the bow with Ephraim, and raised up your sons, O Zion,
against your sons, O Greece, and made you like the sword of a mighty man."

I do not claim to be a prophet nor am I giving a word of prophecy or interpretation here. I am simply sharing my
observations of unfolding world events that line up with the word of God. Once more the world is turning against
the Jewish people but this time around Christians are being drawn into the mix as well. Battle lines along religious
belief are being set up with those claiming neutrality or mixed emotions being drawn into taking up sides even as
many of them struggles against this. Only God could do this and I believe He is at work. Will it come to pass in our
day, the return of the Son of Man-the Messiah of Israel? I can not say but I can hope, desire, and yearn for Yeshua
to come as the King of Israel, this time, in all of His power and glory!

I go astray so often, and I need You to find me: I need Your love, Your smile, Your grace. I need to
feel at home in this world, at home enough to find my way when I am lost.
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