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Introduction

This is the first portion of the book of Leviticus. This portion speaks of the sacrifices to be offered as partial
atonement for one’s transgressions. It is made clear in Leviticus 5 that when we trespass against others, such
offerings must be accompanied by restitution.

Leviticus/Vayikra 5:1-6

1 'If a person sins in hearing the utterance of an oath, and is a witness, whether he has seen or known of the matter
-- if he does not tell it, he bears guilt. 2 'Or if a person touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass of an
unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean livestock, or the carcass of unclean creeping things, and he is unaware of it,
he also shall be unclean and guilty. 3 'Or if he touches human uncleanness -- whatever uncleanness with which a
man may be defiled, and he is unaware of it -- when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty. 4 'Or if a person swears,
speaking thoughtlessly with his lips to do evil or to do good, whatever it is that a man may pronounce by an oath,
and he is unaware of it -- when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters. 5 'And it shall be, when
he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has sinned in that thing; 6 'and he shall bring his
trespass offering to the LORD for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the
goats as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him concerning his sin.

The point I want to bring out in sharing this passage from this week’s Torah portion is that the majority of sin that
God asks a sacrifice for is for unknowing sin. That is sin we do not realize we have committed and when we realize
it then we are convicted to do something about it. So, the reality of the system God put into place for the Children
of Israel has to do with offering sacrifices for sins one does not know they have committed. Then when you come to
an understanding of the sins you have done then you offer a sacrifice again.

In God’s original system man could make an offering to Him without anyone in between them.

Genesis 46:1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the
God of his father Isaac.



Jacob, called Israel, offers a sacrifice to God without the need of a priest. It would seem that prior to the sin of the
Golden Calf that man had access to the Almighty that he no longer had afterwards. Today, the Jewish people tell
you that they do not have an intermediary between themselves and the Lord. It was one of the points that Jewish
anti-missionaries point out when trying to convince people to give up faith in Yeshua. The fact of the matter is, to
tell the truth, is that they have always needed an intermediary or some system to be between man and God.

When the second Temple was destroyed the Rabbis of old needed some way to be able to have the people repent
of their sins. One might say that why didn’t they build another Temple somewhere else? Because God had chosen
to place His Name in Jerusalem on the Temple Mount. God did not tell anyone after the Temple’s destruction to
build a new Temple some place else. So without a place to offer sacrifices the Levitical priesthood faded away and
the Pharisees became the Rabbis and de-facto leaders of a different Israel. It is the Israel we know today that
became the Judaism we know today.

The replacement system to make one right with the Lord for the Jewish people was prayer, charity, and following
the commandments. In the case of the last one, commandments, they are referred to in the Hebrew as mitzvoth and
when a Jewish person does a mitzvoth they are helping to repair the world or in Hebrew, the Tikkun Olam. Every
mitzvoth or good deed that is done helps to fix this world. While the concept of a world to come or the Olam Haba,
is one Judaism believes in they do not believe in a literal brand new world as the Church does.

Revelation 21:1 Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more sea.

Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, [ create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or
come to mind.

Isaiah 66:22 "For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before Me," says the
LORD, "So shall your descendants and your name remain.

As we can see the concept for what the Apostle John wrote in Revelation 21:1 was not a new idea. He based it on
the two passages from Isaiah. Yet, I personally, do not believe that God is going to literally create a brand new
creation but I do accept the Jewish understanding that He will fix, once and for all, the problems with the existing
one. When Yeshua shed His blood on the tree for our sins He was also redeeming the creation for the sin it had
inherited because of man’s sin.

Man was created from the earth and God breathed life into him. The Lord also decreed that because man had
sinned eventually he would return to the earth from which he had come.

Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return."

At one time all man was required to do was to tend to the garden the Lord had planted. He could eat by taking fruit
from the trees in the garden and he did not have to do any real labor as we understand it. Once he defied God
everything changed. Man had disobeyed the Creator and the Creator was angry with man for what he had done.
One might say it was the woman who had disobeyed but the truth is we do not know if the woman was present
when God gave the command about not eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Even so, her
husband told her what God has instructed yet she chose to disobey and then persuaded her husband to do the
same.



Some Rabbis claim that Adam only ate of the fruit because his wife had done so and he did not want her to be
alone in the world. They try to elevate the man’s act as one of nobleness. There is nothing noble in defying your
Creator. In fact when man sinned it was God who made the first sacrifice in shedding animal blood in order to
obtain the skins to cover man’s nakedness. To me this is simply a symbolic gesture to make man realize the serious
of what he had done and that sin can not go uncovered and without consequence.

So, this brings us back to where we started. Without animal sacrifice how could man be reconciled to God? The
Rabbis tried to come up with a system but if their system was acceptable to God then why did God need to have
His Son die on our behalf? The Temple still stood in Yeshua’s day and He went there as Torah required. About
forty years later the Temple is destroyed and has yet to be rebuilt but I believe it will be because God says it will be
so. What does this mean for Believers? If we are around we would be required to do as the Torah says but each one
of us needs to settle it in his own mind when the time arrives.

[ believe the Lord allowed the temple to be destroyed in order to firmly plant His system for forgiveness through
Yeshua. The Temple only stood in the way and hampered the acceptance of Yeshua as the sacrifice for our sins.
One could choose between the Temple sacrificial system and Yeshua. Without a Temple the choice was clear,
God’s way or no way. The one thing the Torah did was to show us what sin was in God’s eyes, and not ours. What
God considers to be sin is certainly not what man thinks sin is. Sin is black and white to God while there are shades
of gray for man. Once we understand what sin is according to Torah then we have no excuse for doing it. Yet when
we do we have Yeshua to turn to because even as Believers we do sin from time to time.

Isaiah/Yeshayahu 43:21-25

21 This people I have formed for Myself; they shall declare My praise. 22 "But you have not called upon Me, O
Jacob; and you have been weary of Me, O Israel. 23 You have not brought Me the sheep for your burnt offerings,
nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices. | have not caused you to serve with grain offerings, nor wearied you
with incense. 24 You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, nor have you satisfied Me with the fat of your
sacrifices; but you have burdened Me with your sins, you have wearied Me with your iniquities. 25 " I, even I, am
He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.

God created man for Himself. One might come to the conclusion that God is selfish because He created man to
give Him praise. I don’t believe God is selfish but very loving and desired to share what He had created with us. I
believe He created everything for us. He wanted man to enjoy himself while enjoying the relationship God desired
for both of us. We did as God expected and sinned. The Lord says through the prophet Isaiah that instead of the
sacrifices to honor Him we burdened Him with our sins. Yet He goes on to say that despite it all He blots out our
transgressions and will not remember our sins. What does it mean to blot out our transgressions for His sake? I
believe it means that unless He covered our sins He would have to do what a Holy and Righteous Creator must do
and that would be to let us die because His Torah decrees no less than death for sin.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Messiah Yeshua our Lord.
Romans 7:13 Has then what is good become death to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might appear sin, was
producing death in me through what is good, so that sin through the commandment might become exceedingly
sinful.

1 Corinthians 15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the Torah.

Is 1 Corinthians saying that the Torah is sin? Of course not! What it is saying is that the Torah shows us what sin
is according to God and that sin brings about death. The only thing we earn because of sin is death but we can



come out ahead of this by placing our faith in Yeshua and accepting Yeshua as Messiah receiving forgiveness and
the gift of eternal life as God intended from the beginning.

dJames 1:15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death.

Sin is born and grows until the outcome is death. Man lost the gift of eternal life when he chose to disobey God.
Man gained the gift back when God sent His only begotten Son into the world to die for us and to rise from the
grave to overcome death and Satan and reconcile us back to the Father once again. God brought about the
solution through Yeshua but the answer involves us taking hold of the promise and doing something about it.

John 12:36 "While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." These things
Yeshua spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.

dohn 20:31 but these are written that you may believe that Yeshua is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.

Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Yeshua and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Galatians 3:22 But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Yeshua the Messiah might
be given to those who believe.

Yeshua is the way — the only way — to receive God’s forgiveness. God gave us the way and we are the ones who
either accept His way or reject it. It is not a difficult thing to do yet many struggle with making this decision. Our
way of life tells us that to believe in God or Yeshua is a sign of weakness. We are taught to depend on ourselves. If
we need anyone or anything other than ourselves we are considered to be weak. It is not a sign of weakness to
admit that one can not do everything on their own. Why do you think God created man and woman?

Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; [ will make him a helper
comparable to him."

God knew that it was not acceptable for man to be alone. He had created the animals with companions but He did
not create a companion for man. I believe God knew it was not right for man to be alone but I think He wanted
Adam to come to that realization on his own. Once Adam realized he alone out of everything God had created did
not have a companion God stepped in and took care of it. In fact instead of creating a separate being from the dust
of the earth He drew woman from man thereby showing us that man and woman were inseparable. They were
meant to be.

That is the Bible’s answer to the issue of homosexuality. God did not create man to be with man or woman to be
with woman. Society has done that. God created man and woman and brought them together and no one else. Of
course because He drew woman out of man that there exists a part of man in woman and vice versa but it does not
mean that a man was meant to be a woman or a woman was meant to be a man. It means we should understand
one another better than we do.

Romans 8:1-4
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Messiah Yeshua, who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the Torah of the Spirit of life in Messiah Yeshua has made me free from the



Torah of sin and death. 3 For what the Torah could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the
righteous requirement of the Torah might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to
the Spirit.

The Apostle Paul is telling us that there are two parts to the Torah. There is a part that tells us about sin and there is
a part that tells us what to do when we sin. The Torah can bring death if we sin and the Torah can bring life through
Yeshua because of that sin. It is not a hard concept to grasp but one that the Church has missed while proclaiming
life through Yeshua alone. I agree with the idea that life is found through Yeshua alone because salvation is a free
gift from God but and this is the but, along with that free gift goes the responsibility for holding tight to God’s ways.
The Torah defines His ways and is not death or being placed under the law. It is a freedom that no one else has
because they do not have a loving Father who has made a way out of the sin we find ourselves in through His
instructions given to a people He has called to be His own.

That people is Israel — not only the Jewish people but everyone who cries out to God and calls on Yeshua for
redemption. We are all Israel. Israel is not about birthright. We know what Esau thought of his birthright. Jacob
knew its value but it took many years for him to understand exactly what it meant. Abraham knew God’s promise
but it took many years to see it come to pass and some of did not in his lifetime. Isaac knew the promise but did not
see it in his lifetime. Jacob knew the promise and became Israel because of it but it did not come to pass in his
lifetime. His sons gave birth to the Children of Israel — the twelve tribes destined by God to be His own.

As with anything God made a way for those who were not of the birthright to be able to become part of it. He
allowed them to be grafted in and adopted as full sons and daughters.

Ephesians 1:5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Yeshua the Messiah to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will.

Birthright does not cut it my friends. It is what you do in your heart with the gift God offers us. One may be part of
the birthright but not be entitled to what goes with it.

Romans 9:6 But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel.

God has made a way for everyone to become part of the true Israel. The true Israel is not a Jewish one alone
because Jews can be left out for a lack of faith. Israel is not Ephraim alone because Ephraim can be left out when
they try to supplant Judah.

Romans 11:20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty,
but fear.

Paul’s warning should be taken to heart. If we stand in judgment of the Jewish part of Israel because of their
unbelief in Yeshua, we need to understand this was part of the Almighty’s plan. Don’t become arrogant because
your faith in Yeshua will not do you any good if you believe yourself to be better than unbelieving Judah. We must
all be on guard for our salvation because the enemy is waiting to make us doubt and turn us away.

Turn away from any evil vou have done; do not keep it in mind; do good. If vou have sinned much,
balance it by doing much good. Resolve today, from the depth of vour heart and in a joyful frame of
mind, to abstain from evil and to do good...Chassidic
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