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VaYishlach -And He Sent
Genesis 32:4 -36:43
Obadiah 1:1 -21
Hosea 11:7 -12:12
Hebrews 12:1 -2

Introduction

Jacob prepares to meet Esau. He wrestles with a o0
Esau meet and go their separate ways in peace. Dinah is raped and Levi and Simeon take revenge.

Rachel dies giving birth to Benjamin and is buried in present gaBethlehem. Isaac dies and is
buried in Hebron. Jacob and Esauds descendants ar

Genesis 35:16 -20

16 Then they journeyed from Bethel. And when there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath,
Rachel laboredin childbirth, and she had hard labor.17 Now it came to pass, when she was in hard
labor, that the midwife said to her, "Do not fear; you will have this son alsol8 And so it was, as
her soul was departing (for she died), that she called his name Bé&mi (the son of my sorrow) but
his father called him Benjamin(the son of my right hand) 19 So Rachel died and was buried on the
way to Ephrath (thatis, Bethlehem). 20 And Jacob set a pillar on her grave, whiclis the pillar of
Rachel's grave to this day.

Notice that Rachel wanted to name Bgjamin the son of my sorrow | think that might be telling us
that she knew she was going to die and in her sadness over her impending death she was going to
leave her son with a name that would remind her husband and everyone else who she was every
time they looked upon Benjamin. Jacob decided otherwise and called him Benjamithe son of my
right hand. His could have been because Benjamin would take the place of Joseph and Jacob
would hold him close to him because he would be the last son of the wife hevked above his other
wives and he would take the place of the son he loved above all the rest.

While favoritism is not something that parents, or for that matter, any of us should desire it is
something that happens and it causes problems.

A prime case d favoritism in the Bible is how God views Israel. He treasures Israel above all the
other nations of the earth, past, present, and future and He says so.



Exodus 19:5 'Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall bea special treasure to Me above all people; for all the eanthMine.

Deuteronomy 7:6 "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on
the face of tre earth.

Psalm 135:4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His special treasure.

5459 NL'gkdGulian {segool-law}

Meaning: possession, property, valued property, peculiar treasure, treasure

The Hebrew word for treasure also meansgssession. Maybe the reason the translators did not use
the meaning possessioris what it implies. We would be the property of God. Yet, at the same time,
everything that is in heaven and on the earth belongs to the one who created it and it was God who
created everything that exists. This would extend to anything we might have created ourselves
because it is God who gave us the ability to create. We might not like the designation of belonging
to someone but perhaps that is why there is no outright commandmnt against slavery in the Torah
but only instructions as to how one is to treat their servants.

In the Jewish mind slavery is not the way the Hebrews were treated in Egypt nor how Afriean
Americans were treated by slave owners here in the United Statasdaelsewhere. Slavery does still
exist in other countries and there have been instances of it even here in the United States today. In
Judaism if there were servants in the family they were treated as members of the family. After a
period of years the serant would be set free though this applied to bondervants of Israelite decent.
Other slaves could be passed on down as property but they were to be treated properly. In all ways
Israel was to remember that they were once slaves in Egypt. It might seem dddis as to why God
might have permitted slavery yet at the same time we could ask the question as to why God allowed
polygamy. It was not outlawed in the Torah yet in the creation narrative of how God created
woman He took the woman from the man and broght her to him to be his helpmate. We are not
told that God created more than one wife and brought multiple wives to Adam. It is from this
narrative we draw our thinking on the state of marriage and how it applies only to a union between
one man and one wanan and not to a man and numerous wives or to a man and man or a woman
and a woman.

God forbids sexual relations between people of the same sex yet our society and that of other
countries are following the tendency of allowing same sex unions and givirigem legal status the
same as men and women. This flies in the face of the Torah and is a slap in the face of God! Some
go so far as to say that the reason God forbade same sex relations was because man needed to
procreate and seed the earth as he had beamommanded. Indeed this seems to the prime directive
for marriage or for having children. Then they go on to say that because the earth is becoming over
populated that the command against same sex relations is no longer valid as we no longer need to
have chldren. Yet among many same sex couples the desire to have children is so great they go to
great lengths to find ways to have children though they cannot do so within their relationship
because that is not how God designed us.



Our world is going the way of all the civilizations that passed before us. All of the great world powers

rose to a level of becoming corrupt the way ancient civilizations had become. If God condoned
homosexuality then | would have to assume He needs to eff Sodom and Gomorrah an apology

for their destruction. If things have changed | ask that someone please show me where it says so in

the Bible. We are a society that has gone to greaé
Torah. The Torah isbasically simplistic in nature because, while it lays out specific instructions for

some things, it does not for others. It seems to provide guidelines that can be adjusted but not

broken. This was the purpose of the Talmud or Oral Law written by the sagesold over centuries.

While the original intent was good, as it was to explain the meaning of many of the commandments

of God, it became a thing of its own to the detriment of the written Torah of the Lord.

This is not a general condemnation of the wiitgs of the Rabbis of old. It is an attempt at an
explanation of something done by man that has gone off course. This is not unique to Judaism
because we see the same thing in other religious systems. Rather than use what God has given to us
we go to varyng extremes to get around His ways. We find it very difficult to do as our Creator has
instructed and believe that we know better. The belief by many is that Yeshua came to condemn the
religious system of His day and to create a new religion. Nothing coulte further from the truth.

The religious system that came from the death and resurrection of Yeshua was done by misguided
men who thought they knew better than our Creator. This does not mean that God cannot use what
men have created. He does this all ahe time.

Nowhere in the Bible do | see where God gave a name to the faith He gave to man. Faith in God
had no name only the belief in a sovereign Being who created all there is and has called out a
nation to be His own special people. He defined Israelat any man-made religion. Faith in God is
defined by Him as believing in Him, believing in His Son, and receiving His Ruach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit), and last but not least, following His Torah, His teachings, because this is what He asks from a
people who daim to love Him. It is not a complicated system but one that has been made so by
mankind. We gummed up the works not God. Because of what we did He had to send His Son to
take our sin upon Himself so that we could be reconciled to the Father. This has babe way it has
always been even before we were created. God already knew what we would do so He planned for
it.

1 Peter 2:24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins,
might live for righteousness- by whose stripes you were healed.

1 Peter 1:20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you.

Revelation 13:8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose namesave not been written
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, | lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, a
tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; whoeavbelieves will not act hastily.

The basis for our faith and belief is found in the pages of the Torah and the Prophets. Yeshua
Himself said so.



Luke 24:44 Then He said to them, "Theseare the words which | spoke to you while | was still with
you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Torah of Moses arttie Prophets and
the Psalms concerning Me."

John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the
law, and also the prophets, wrote- Yeshua of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

Acts 28:23 So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him ahis lodging, to whom he
explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Yeshua from
both the Torah of Moses and the Prophes, from morning till evening.

While we might have an advantage because we can use the Apostolic Scriptures to show evidence

of Yeshua, all those who came to faith in Him before the Apostolic Scriptures were brought about

did so, on the testimony found inthe Torah and the Prophets. So, what does any of this have to do

with name of Benjamin? One might ask the question
as do all of the Biblical names. What does Yeshua mean? Think about it.

Obadiah 1:15 -18

15 "Forthe day of the LORD upon all the nationgs near; as you have done, it shall be done to you;
your reprisal shall return upon your own head16 For as you drank on my holy mountain,so shall

all the nations drink continually; yes, they shall drink, and svlaw, and they shall be as though they
had never been.17 "But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; the
house of Jacob shall possess their possessiob8. The house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house
of Joseph a flame but the house of Esaushall be stubble; they shall kindle them and devour them,
and no survivor shallremain of the house of Esau,” for the LORD has spoken.

06413 Nj'ylePeletan(812c)

Meaning: an escape

Origin: from 6403

Usage: deliverance(2), escape(7), escaped(2), escaped remnant(3), escapes(l), fugitives(l),
survivors(5), what has escaped(1), who have escaped(1), who escape(1), who escaped(2).

Notes:
%lsa 4:2, Isa 4:3
lsa 14:1, Isa 14:2; Amo 9:1115

In verse 17 we see the word deliverance being used for those who come to Mount Zion. Mount Zion
is where the Temple was ultimately placed. It is the House of the Lord. The Hebrew word used for
deliverance in this verse also means survivors and escaped remh That should be very telling for

us because a remnant will escape to the House of the Lord and be delivered. This passage talks
about the last days and could this be speaking about the 144,000 who have been set apart by the
Lord to be His witnesses orhe earth in the finals days of the present existence?

Could this be one of the two congregations we see spoken about in the book of Revelation where

one is commended by the Lord but will still go through the tribulation while the other one is

promised to be kept safe by the Lord? The other five congregations, though Believers in Messiah

Yeshua, are not promised anything special because the Lord has found fault with them. If that does

not tel]l us of a remnant bei ng rkaemtanySwoipturesthad L or d,
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speak about a remnant. If | take the two congregations in Revelation as the basis for how | form my
view of the last days then my thinking on who are the people of God may have to be adjusted or
maybe not. | have always believed hat t here woul d be three groups
One is the bride, one is the guests, and the last is the servants. If | take Revelation literally then there
are only two groups being spoken about but then the guests and servants could euped into

one. The bride is unblemished and cannot be spotted or dirtied by being permitted to go through

the tribulation. They have been called out by the Lord and kept for His own. The Father has given

this group to His Son as His bride forever. They st be without spot and blemish or they cannot be

His bride.

Ephesians 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious congregation, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

The other groups arethe guests invited to the wedding of the Lamb and the servants who are
serving the Lamb, His bride, and His guests. It would appear that all three will be part of the
Kingdom of God but that the guests and the servants will be different from the bride. Thelief of
mainstream Christianity that all of the Church is the bride is misplaced thinking and an idea that
cannot be proven from the word. There are too many parables taught by our Master that indicate
otherwise. That is why | have always stressed thate must be ready in all situations and
circumstances. No one knows when Yeshua will return except His Father. This lines up with the
traditional Jewish wedding ceremony. When the day had come the father of the groom would tell
his sonto go and fetchhisbt r ot hed and bring her back to the
would take place and they would live afterwards. How much we can learn when we study the
Hebrew or Jewish roots of the faith. It is a faith given to Israel, kept by the Jewish people ile
and brought to the world at large as the last and only way to hope.

Hebrews 12:1 -2

1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnarass, and let us run wth endurance the race that is set
before us,2 looking unto Yeshua, the author and finisher obur faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the tree, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God.

The name of Benjamin meansson of my right hand Yeshua has endured all that was laid before
Him. He suffered for our sins. He died for our sins. He died to redeem us from the hands of Satan
so we would not go down with him. Satan was doomed from the very beginning veim he rebelled
against his Creator. We were given an alternative. We would be given the opportunity for
redemption, something none of the fallen angels could have. We are different. We may be lower
than the angels but we have something they do not. In theifree will, probably due to their
immortality, their choices are final and sealed with no hope. When Satan took one third of the
heavenly host with him in rebellion their fate was sealed for all eternity. We still have hope. We have
been granted somethingspecial, something no other created being on the earth has.

Psalm 8:5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with
glory and honor.
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Hebrews 2:7 "YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS;
YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND HAVE APPOINTED HIM OVER
THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS.

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Yeshua, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, mightste death for everyone.

The Lord made Yeshua like us so He could die on our behalf so that we could be raised with Him at
the last trump and be with Him forever! Could there be anything better than that?

Jacob becomes a very different man. He  has become Israell Whoever he struggled with
that night Jabok, he emerged from that trial utterly transformed, someone who is, at
last, a worthy bearer of the covenant between God and man.
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