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VaYishlach-And He Sent
Genesis 32:4-36:43

Obadiah 1:1-21
Hosea 11:7-12:12

1 Corinthians 5:1-13

Introduction
In this week’s portion, Jacob is on his way back from his long exile; hearing that his brother Esau is coming to meet
him, he is greatly afraid.

Genesis 32:4-8
4 And he commanded them, saying, "Speak thus to my lord Esau, 'Thus your servant Jacob says: "I have dwelt with
Laban and stayed there until now. 5 "I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and male and female servants; and I have sent
to tell my lord, that I may find favor in your sight." '" 6 Then the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, "We came to
your brother Esau, and he also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him." 7 So Jacob was
greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels,
into two companies. 8 And he said, "If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the other company
which is left will escape."

In this passage we see one of the first indications from the Word of God that the people of Israel would one day be
divided into two camps. It would seem from Jacob’s words in verse 8 that what he had to say was prophetic in
nature. I say this because Jacob divides the camp so that if Esau attacks one group the other will escape. This would
mirror what happened with Judah and Ephraim. Both groups had been warned over and over by the prophets of
God what would happen to them if they turned from God and His Torah. The first group to pay the penalty was
Ephraim and they were captured and deported from the land by Assyria.

Then Judah was captured and deported to Babylon. Judah was allowed to remain intact in that they knew who
they were and practiced many facets of their faith. Ephraim was not so lucky but then again they were the group
who followed after the ways of the Gentiles or Nations. Now, I do not mean this as criticism about Ephraim alone.
Judah wound up doing the same thing as well but I would have to say that had Judah suffered the same fate as
Ephraim we would all be in a mess.

What I mean is this: With Ephraim losing their identity they lost a connection to their past which included their
heritage. Had the same thing happened to Judah, not only would their heritage be lost but also all knowledge of the
Messiah. What I mean is if Judah did not know they were from Judah there would be no way to validate who the
Messiah would be. Scripture tells us the Messiah would be of the tribe of Judah of the royal line of David. Had
Judah been completely compromised as Ephraim had, how would we know who the Messiah would be and how
would we know that anyone claiming to be the Messiah really was the Messiah?

The sin of Israel pertained to both houses and kingdoms.
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Hosea 8:11 "Because Ephraim has made many altars for sin, they have become for him altars for sinning.

Hosea 13:12 "The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is stored up.

Jeremiah 17:1 "The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with the point of a diamond it is engraved on the
tablet of their heart, and on the horns of your altars.

Hosea 5:5 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah also
stumbles with them.

While each group faced their own particular punishment for their sins their destiny lay entwined with one another as
the Word of God tells us. Ultimately both groups will become reunited by the hand of God. Some believe this will
be accomplished by man but the word of God tells us otherwise.

Ezekiel 37:19 "say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Surely I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand
of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will join them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, and they will be one in My hand." '

God clearly says He is the one who will unify Judah and Ephraim. There are those who say that Ephraim and
Judah have been unified in Judah. I would beg to differ because there are many who are still out there among the
nations, both of Ephraim and Judah, who do not know who they are and are searching for answers.

I am born into the house of Judah of the tribe of Levi. This makes me Jewish by birth. This does not make me any
better than anyone else but in some ways it has opened the way for me to understand who Yeshua was when I was
presented with the truth about Him. Then again in some ways it made things difficult. I have struggled with the
concept of the Two Houses though I do not deny its truth by the Bible. My struggle has been with the way Ephraim
behaves when they have their eyes opened to the truth of whom they are and where they come from. I have seen
the attitude of arrogance swell up in many returning Ephraimites as they discover their Hebraic Roots and throw out
all things Jewish or try to redefine Jewish as newly minted Ephraimite.

For the longest time this angered me but now I have reached the point where it saddens me more than anything.
Something similar occurs when I see those who discover their Jewish or Hebrew Roots and then try to mix them
with their Christian background. While the truth of Yeshua as revealed to the Church has brought many Jewish
people to Messiah there are aspects and practices in the Church that have no place in a Messianic lifestyle.
Maintaining the keeping of holidays in the Church with newly discovered Biblical Festivals given by God are not
proper things to do.

Leviticus 22:2 "Speak to Aaron and his sons, that they separate themselves from the holy things of the children of
Israel, and that they do not profane My holy name by what they dedicate to Me: I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 20:39 " As for you, O house of Israel," thus says the Lord GOD: "Go, serve every one of you his idols --
and hereafter -- if you will not obey me; but profane My holy name no more with your gifts and your idols.

The example we are to follow has been shown to us by the first priests of Israel, Aaron and his sons. We know what
happened to two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, who brought strange fire into the Lord’s house.

I realize that many of you might be thinking to yourselves that just because you still practice some of the things you
learned in the Church that you feel because you do them to honor God that there is nothing wrong with what you
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are doing. God believes otherwise and punished Israel for doing the same things. You don’t think that when some
of the Israelites worshipped the Golden Calf in the Wilderness do you think it crossed their minds that they were
doing something wrong? Could it have been at all possible that they had picked up this practice from their time in
Egypt? Is not the world we live in a form of Egypt? Could not the Church be a type of Egypt with good and bad in
it? This is not to say that the Messianic Movement is not without its own share of problems.

Could the Church and the Messianic Movement be a form of the two camps that Jacob divided his people into? Is it
not the intention of Islam to wipe out the Jewish people first and then the Church afterwards? Could God have
divided His people into two groups with two paths to follow until the time was right to bring them back together
once again? Along the way each group picked up things that are not healthy for them but God is sifting through His
people before He brings them back together again. As we know from reading the whole story of what happened to
Jacob and his family we know that in the end it all worked out for the best and the family was kept united. Don’t
you think this will happen to us when God deems the time is right?

Hosea 11:9-12 (TNK 11:9-12:1)
9 I will not execute the fierceness of My anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim. For I am God, and not man, the
Holy One in your midst; and I will not come with terror. 10 "They shall walk after the LORD. He will roar like a
lion. When He roars, then His sons shall come trembling from the west; 11 They shall come trembling like a bird
from Egypt, like a dove from the land of Assyria. And I will let them dwell in their houses," says the LORD. 12
"Ephraim has encircled Me with lies, and the house of Israel with deceit; but Judah still walks with God, even with
the Holy One who is faithful.

Hosea was the prophet whose ministry was primarily to the northern kingdom of Ephraim. Hosea is an interesting
study because in it we can see traces of ourselves. Hosea was instructed by God to marry a harlot and to have
children with her. The names of Hosea’s children would mirror how God would view His own children – Israel or
specifically Ephraim. In the beginning of the story the children are not accepted because of their mother’s state of
being. Later on in the story they are accepted and their names are changed to reflect this new status.

3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 4 Then the LORD
said to him: "Call his name Jezreel, for in a little while I will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel on the house of Jehu,
and bring an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 It shall come to pass in that day that I will break the bow
of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel." 6 And she conceived again and bore a daughter. Then God said to him: "Call her
name Lo-Ruhamah, for I will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel, but I will utterly take them away. 7 Yet I
will have mercy on the house of Judah, will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor
by sword or battle, by horses or horsemen." 8 Now when she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a
son. 9 Then God said: "Call his name Lo-Ammi, for you are not My people, and I will not be your God.

2:1 Say to your brethren, 'My people,' and to your sisters, 'Mercy is shown.'

The end result is God took His people back the same as Hosea was instructed to buy his wife back who had been
sold into slavery for her sins. While we view this as a picture of what God intends to do regarding Ephraim we
should also bear in mind that not much separates Judah from this same fate. For, as the children of Ephraim are
waking up, so too, are the children of Judah. Something great and wonderful is happening in our generation. We
are seeing many prophecies coming to pass with more on the way. There is an uncertainty in the world as the world
grows smaller day by day. As the world unites and moves closer to becoming one people the hands on God’s clock
are moving closer to the day of reckoning.
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We are in the time when people of faith are going through changes. Many say they are returning to the Biblical
ways as they reject the ways of Judah in part or in their entirety. Many in the Church are waking up and change is
coming but not without a cost attached. Many just want to keep their heads buried in the ground and let the world
rush by them thinking that if they do not pay attention to what is happening then it can not affect them. The truth is
we will all be affected by what is happening. How many of us would have believed the things that are happening
today would have been possible say about twenty years ago? Look at the rise of Islam and how it has penetrated
many of the nations of the earth. Look at Judaism and watch how anti-semiticism has reared its ugly head once
again. Remember how the Jewish people said, “NEVER AGAIN” after the holocaust? It is beginning to happen
once again and if we are indeed in the days leading up to the time of end things will only get worse before they get
better. We will get a time of peace when all things seem sane once again but eventually the bubble will burst and
the world will begin to spin out of control.

We will need to remember these words God gave to us in Hosea:

2:23 Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, and I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; then I
will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And they shall say, 'You are my God!' "

These words will usher in the return of Yeshua and the coming of the Kingdom of God!

1 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out
the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Messiah, our Passover,
was sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

One thing I need to point out right off the bat is that Passover is not just about the freedom of the Children of Israel
from Egypt but the bigger picture is about the freedom of the Children of Israel, all of us, from the sin that brought
us down to the point that all of us needed the sacrifice of Yeshua to raise us up.

Leaven is not always a bad thing because without leaven dough would not rise and bread would not look right. So
why is the Apostle Paul using leaven as an indication of something bad here? He is using leaven to distinguish
between something that represents sin, so therefore, it destroys the whole lump of dough. Dough without leaven will
not rise so therefore Paul is using it to show the difference between being without sin and with sin. It does not
necessarily mean that leaven, in and of itself, is something to be avoided. It is a teaching tool. Paul is teaching in a
parable in the way Yeshua taught as did the Rabbis of old. Teaching in parables is not something the Church
invented but is an old Rabbinical teaching tool. All one has to do is to read the writings of the Rabbis in the Oral
tradition to see this form of teaching being practiced.

In verse eight Paul explains the meaning of his parable much as Yeshua did when teaching His disciples. Parables
make people think and parables can have many different meanings as pertains to the specific situations we find
ourselves in.

Psalm 78:2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 3 which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us. 4 We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come the
praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.

God taught by parables and says their intention is to share the teachings of old so that they would bring us to praise
the Lord.
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Isaiah 45:23 I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return,
that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath. 24 He shall say, 'Surely in the LORD I have
righteousness and strength. To Him men shall come, and all shall be ashamed who are incensed against Him. 25 In
the LORD all the descendants of Israel shall be justified, and shall glory.' "

Ben Azzai said: Here is an even greater example than Love your neighbor as yourself. This is the
book of the generations of Adam…God made them in the divine image (Gen. 5:1), for then you
cannot say, Sinc I despise myself I can despise another as well; since I curse myself, let the other be
accursed as well. Rabbi Tanchuma said: {Ben Azzai is right, for] if you do thus, know that the one
you are despising is made in the divine image.
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