Message 12 -15-07
VaYigash -And He Drew Near
Genesis 44:18 -47:27
Ezekiel 37:15 -28
Hebrews 12:14 -17

Introduction

Judah pleads with Joseph to free Bgamin and offers himself as a replacement. Joseph reveals

hi mself to his brothers. Pharaohd6s invites Joseph
is alive. The Hebrews settle in Goshen. Pharaoh meets Jacob.

Genesis 44:18 -23

18 ThenJudahapr oached him and said, olf you please, my
in my |l ordds ears and | et n odtfor ywarerlike ®magperld Myl ar e up
l ord has asked his servants, 2a&ywiwegai & Htaor emy oluo rad
have an old father and a young child of [his] old age; his brother is dead, he alone is left from his

mot her, and his2lfTaeheyoluosva@as dhitm. §our servants, ©
wi || set my228/ged dnt dhimy 8l or d, 0The youth cannot |
|l eave his faRkhBut hgowidsadi ddlittodyour servants, o1 f
come down with you, you will not see my face agai

Look closely at verse 20. Judah tedl Joseph, who has not yet revealed himself that Benjamin has

been left behind with their father because he is the only child left from Jacob and Rachel. Judah

says, OHis brother is dead, he alone is | ettt from
apart from the rest of his brothers even though his brothers also have different mothers. The

common point is Jacob and it is because of this distinction that we will see the twelve brothers
becoming the patriarchs of the twelve tribes of Israel. Evéimough they may not see themselves as a

united group, something that carries on down to us today, God has other plans for them as we will

see later in the passage from Ezekiel.

Genesis 11:6 And the LORD said, "Indeed the peopleare one and they all have one language,

and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.

This passage from Genesis concerns the Tower of Babel where mankind had come together as one

people for a common purpose Unfortunately that common purpose was to build a tower to heaven

to make a name for them in much the same way that God had made a name for Himself. In other
words, their common goal was to take Godds pl ace.



Exodus 24:3 So Moses came and told the peoplellithe words of the LORD and all the judgments.
And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD has said we
will do."

Moses shares with the people what God has told him concerning what God desires as part of His
relationship with the Children of Israel. The people listen to Moses and agree to do as the Lord has
asked. It is only later on that the people decide not to abide by their agreement with God. This
begins a roller coaster relationship between the Children of Istaad God. One minute they do as
they have been asked to and the next they decide not to. When they decide not to follow God it is
not a simple we will not do as we have been told they decide to follow other gods which is an
abomination to Him.

This begirs a seesaw relationship with God and Israel where they disobey, He punishes them, they

di sobeyéwel | you get the point. This relationshij
only difference is we have become confused about whom the Children ofdst are and what applies

to us regarding our relationship with the Lord. The Children of Israel of old decided they would

follow after the ways of their leaders and when their leaders turned away from the Torah the people

followed the example of their leadrs. Not much has changed over the ensuing centuries with the

people today, who the Body of Messiah today as divided as they were back in the days of the kings

of Israel.

Today we claim that to have faith in Messiah has freed us from the bonds of the ThraVhat many

do not understand or realize is we have never been bound by the Torah because the Torah is from
God. If we truly believe that God is our heavenly Father and His Son Yeshua is our promised
bridegroom then what applies to them also must apply tos.

John 15:9 "As the Father loved Me, | also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 "If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have kept My Father's commandments and
abide in His love.

Notice what the Messiah Yeshua hasto say. ¥ehua has kept Hi s Fatherds ¢
He expects us to keep His commandments. Yeshua says this comes from love not from a desire to

find salvation through the Torah. One might say that we are following the commandments of

Yeshua. He told us to lee God and to love our neighbor. | would point out that this is at the heart

of the Torah and what the Jewish people pray every day when they recite the Shema.

Recently we had a guest speaker at our congregation who made the statement that he does not use
prayers in his congregati®matithgt Rwbbeswdittémubuyg
curious in light of the fact that he goes to great lengths to explain why he uses the title of Rabbis and

why he wears a kippah. This seemed to be a contradich of beliefs and when | and others brought

this up he refused to discuss the matter. He claimed to be a Messianic Jew but rejects the prayer of

the Jewish people. He has forgotten about the status of the Jewish people.

John 12:40 "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT
THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE
CONVERTED AND | HEAL THEM." [Isaiah 6:10]



2 Corinthians 3:14  But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted
in the reading of the Old Testament, because theeil is taken away in Messiah.

The Apostle Paul makes it very clear that the Jewish people, have for the most part, been blinded to

the truth of who Yeshua is. It was true 2,000 years ago and it is stilsjuas true today. One needs to

read the prayers offered by these Jewish Rabbis. In many of these prayers we can clearly see the

desire for the Messiah, prayers for the resurrection of the dead, prayers for the return of the exiles,

and more. Because they hve been blinded to the truth does not make their prayers any less

effective than those of a Believer. Why do | say this, because many Believers have been blinded to

the truth of Godds Torah? They profess &anWe show |
must be careful of how we walk and who we sit in judgment of. We cannot know the hearts of men

only God can. That is why He will be the Judge and we are only permitted to offer a word of

correction, no more, no less.

So, | et us | o o ple of low 2loysars @fteibhés bretlxees ad sold him into slavery,
God worked His plan and Joseph got to see the hearts of his brothers especially Judah. Judah
would receive the blessing of his fatherrednacob tt

his shoulders and those of his descendants. Judah
and now Judah stands in place of the rest of the tribes of Israel leading the way to Messiah. We have
been called to foll ow eyuare toBiegacht Torahr andJthe ccastorissandl e a d .

traditions of old. To reject them is to reject the ways of the Lord. We are not to accept everything
that Judah teaches a® g o0 s pWe tan guestions and work things out for ourselves but we can look
for guidance dong the way.

Ezekiel 37:22 -28

22 "and | will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be
king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two
kingdoms again. 23 "They shdl not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their
detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but | will deliver them from all their dwelling
places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My peoged | will be
their God. 24 "David My servantshall beking over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they
shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do thegh "Then they shall dwell in
the land that | have given to Jacob My s@ant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there,
they, their children, and their children's children, forever; and My servant Davihall betheir prince
forever. 26 "Moreover | will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an evestang
covenant with them; | will establish them and multiply them, and | will set My sanctuary in their
midst forevermore.27 "My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed | will be their God, and they
shall be My people.28 "The nations also will know tlat I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My
sanctuary is in their midst forevermore." ' "

Many of my Messianic Jewish brethren reject the truth to be found in this passage. This passage
from Ezekiel chapter 37 speakef the day when God will unite Judah and Ephraim and those who
have joined themselves to one or the other, together as one nation with one king. | have watched as
some have tried to claim we are now all Jews or we are all Ephraim or we are all Israel.

The truth is this: some are part of Judah, some are part of Ephraim and all are part of Israel. Israel is

a commonwealth formed by God out of all the nations that have existed, do exist or will exist. In this
commonwealth called Israel we have only those whbelieve in Yeshua as Messiah and Lord and
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who follow Torah out of love for God. While there exists a country known as Israel today it is mostly
made up of Jews. Some of these Jews believe in Yeshua while most do not and many do not even
express a belief inGod. The blindness that has come upon Judah is still there but is slowly being
removed.

As our Jewish brethren see the truth of Yeshua they are grafted back into the tree known as Israel.
While a physical remnant exists in a Jewish country they are theas caretakers of a land given to
our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob thousands of years ago. One could speculate that God
promised this land from the beginning. The land of Israel is at the center of the conflicts that have
taken place throughout histoy. The Bible recounts many of these things for us while many are
written down in the history books.

2 Samuel 7:23 "And who is like Your people, like Israel, the one nation on the earth whom God
went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make for Himsedf name -- and to do for Yourself great
and awesome deeds for Your land- before Your people whom You redeemed for Yourself from
Egypt, the nations, and their gods?

1 Chronicles 17:21  "And who is like Your people Israel, the one nation on the earth whom &l
went to redeem for Himselfas a people -- to make for Yourself a name by great and awesome
deeds, by driving out nations from before Your people whom You redeemed from Egypt?

John 11:52 and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather toge#r in one the
children of God who were scattered abroad.

Israel is unlike any nation that has ever existed, does exist or will ever exist on the face of the earth.
Israel is a unique people because God has called them a special treasure unto Himself. Xevore
anyone says anything about the nature of how | perceive Israel | would say to you that | am Jewish
by birth and upbringing and that since coming to faith in Messiah Yeshua in 1976 my love for God
and His Torah has only increased immeasurably. | am one Torah observant and a God fearing
man today than when | was being raised in a conservative Jewish home living in a Jewish
nei ghborhood of Phil adel phi a. Yeshuads i mpact
lost on anyone of you reading ths.

My wife came to faith in Yeshua in 1975 as a Christian. Over the years she has come to an
understanding of who she is in the Messiah. She has chosen to identify herself with the Jewish
people and has embraced their way of life. We have both found fulfnent in a Yeshua centered
Torah observant lifestyle but a Torah observant life based on the written Torah with moderate help
from the oral opinions of the sages of old. My wife and | and many of the people in our
congregation have found our identity ashe people of God, the Children of Israel, through our
connection to our Jewish roots. Some steer clear of the terminologyJ e wi s handRaptortstead

for the term 0 He b r e w bBrausd the§ say this is more Biblical and that Hebrew proceeds
Jewish in he Bible. There is truth to this but the bottom line is you cannot get to Hebrew without
going through Jewish somewhere along the way.

My desire is that we will all one day be united as one people under the covering of our Messianic
King and Priest, Yesha.
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Isaiah 45:23 | have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My moutm righteousness, and
shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath.

Romans 14:11 For it is written, "AS | LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALBOW TO
ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."

Philippians 2:10 so that at the name of Yeshua EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in
heaven and on earth and under the earth.

| look forward to the day when the words of the Prophet Isaiah com® pass along with the words
of the Prophet Ezekiel.

Hebrews 12:14 -17

14 Pursue peace with alpeople, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lordl5 looking
carefully lest anyone fallshort of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause
trouble, and by this many become defiledLl6 lest therebe any fornicator or profane person like
Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthrightl7 For you know that afterward,when he
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he
sought it diligently with tears.

As we look back on the story of Esau we can see the truth of the warning by the writer of Hebrews in

verse 17. The words found in this verse should be a warning to all of us not to take our relationship

with God for granted. When | use the term God | also mean the Messiah Yeshua as they are one

God. I n verse 17 we are told abouhadsBdhswidlsighd esi r e
for a bowl of lintel stew. When the time had come to receive the blessing of the firstborn he had lost

it to his brother Jacob who, through deceit, had stolen it from him.

Yet the writer of Hebr e wblessing lyad beénhejetted Becausedisplede si r e
for repentance had been rejected though he sought it with tears. This should be a solemn warning to

all of us who take our relationship with God for granted. Repentance is not something to be tossed

about like © much chaff in the wind. Remember that chaff is what is separated from wheat and

removed and blown away because it is no good. This is what the Lord does to us. He sifts us like

flour unlike the best parts are left.

Amos 9:9 "For surely | will command, ad will sift the house of Israel among all nations, again is
sifted in a sieve; yet not the smallest grain shall fall to the ground.

The nations of the earth have been used by God to sift Israel. Israel is not only the Jewish people
but all those who telieve in Messiah. Once, in the early first century, all Believers were part of
Judaism. As time went on the Jewish Believers in Yeshua were forced from the synagogues because
of their belief in Yeshua. Eventually they were also forced out of emerging Gitranity because their
beliefs did not blend with the teachings of Christianity.

The early Believers in Messiah Yeshua who desired to worship Him after a Jewish manner found
themselves in small communities of their own and somewhere between th€ & 7" centuries they
faded from view not to be seen again until the 1 century and in full view around 1975 when the
modern Messianic Jewish movement came on the scene. Throughout history we catch glimpses of



Messianic Jews who have lived fully Jewish livesithin the Jewish community. They were rare but
they existed. They lived out their faith in Yeshua through Jewish expression.

Today we are in a struggle to find a place for Messianic expression in a Jewish manner and a-non
Jewish manner but fully acceptalael under the heading of Messianic. Some desire to be known as
Nazarenes, Sacred Name, Sabbatarians, etc. The labels are widespread with each trying to be how
one views who they are in Yeshua. There are Messianics who do not believe in Yeshua as God
while believing in Him as Messiah. They still desire to be seen as Messiancs much in the same way
that Unitarians want to be known as Christians as Jehovah Witnesses desire. The differences may
seem minute to us but they are huge when you take into account whethene can still believe they

are saved through belief in Yeshua when He is no longer God to them.

The writer of the book of Hebrews recognized this problem as did the other writers of the books that
now compose the Apostolic Scriptures. The same threatsttee faith of long ago still face us today.
We must be ready and we must be students of the Word lest we fall victim to the enemy of our
salvation. You may not believe that this could happen to you but | have seen others who thought
the same thing and felaway from their walk with Messiah.

In our times of darkness, we have been given something to cling to, an anchor whose
sureness is unquestionable & the One called Tzur Yisrael o truly the Rock of Israel o
Yeshua HaMashiach.
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chayim.org and click on Torah Commentary.

If you want to learn more about your Hebrew/Jewish Roots join us at http://etz -chayim.org/cqi -
bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl _or sign up for one of our on  -line e -mail lists: Whole House of Israel for Torah
commentaries and daily news from Israel or Whole House of Israel light for Torah commentaries

or TorahWay an e -mail discussion group . Go to http://etzchayim.org/cgibin/dada/mail.cqi
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Mark R. Enisgn at mrensign@arn.net (request to be added to list)

al& GKS [ 2NR ot Moedecaibilverk & 2 dzna X

If you have been blessed by what you have read in these dailgadls or by what you have read or
listened to on our website atvww.etz-chayim.orgplease make a donation to Tree of Life Messianic
Ministries on our website by clicking on the donation button in increments of $25.00 and you can
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2F [AFTS aSaaAiAlyAO aAyArAaidNrRSaE 5Aa0dzaairzy C2NMzyX

Etz Chayinree of Life Messianic Congratipn and Tree of Life Messianic Ministries are separate

legally incorporated NoALINE FA G YAYAAGNASE 6AGK pnm 600 600 &

l.j

af

l.:.l


http://www.etz-chayim.org/tree-life.html
http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi
http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi
http://etz-chayim.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi
mailto:treelife@etz-chayim.org

