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Exodus 18:1-20:23
Isaiah 6:1-7:6, 9:6-7 (5-6)
Matthew 5:1-48, 19:16-30

Introduction
This week’s portion describes the experience of the people at Mount Sinai.

Exodus 19:1-6

1 In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to
the Wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped
in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the mountain. 3 And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called
to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4 'You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to Myself. 5 'Now
therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above
all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 'And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the
words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."

How many people can say that God has special plans for them? I am not saying this to elevate the Jewish people
over and above everyone else. What | am saying is that besides the Jewish people there are more people that are a
part of the nation of Israel than the Jewish people alone. Now, I need to clarify what I am saying by referencing
some of the Scriptures that tell us who is a part of the people of Israel.

Exodus 1:7 But the children of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly
mighty; and the land was filled with them.

This verse tells us that the Children of Israel were fruitful and multiplied while living in the land of Goshen in the
country of Egypt. Jacob and his family had gone down into Egypt to be under the protection and care of Joseph
who was second in command to Pharaoh and could not leave Egypt to return to his father. So, the next best thing
would be to have his father and family come to him where he could provide for them while the seven years of
famine came upon Egypt and the surrounding countries.

The important thing to note here is that starting with the book of Exodus we being to see the development of the
nation of Israel which was not confined to one tribe alone but to 12 tribes which also would grow to include people
commonly identified as Gentiles but in most cases were actually God-fearers who would become assimilated into



one of the twelve tribes. These were not all Jews but could represent any one of the twelve tribes. [ say this to show
you that Israel is more than just the sum of one of its parts.

There are those who believe the Jewish people are the only ones left of the twelve tribes of Israel or have taken over
as the primary representative of Israel. In some way this is true as the Jewish people are the identifiable remnant of
what was once the proud nation of the twelve tribes of Israel. Out of all the nations of the earth that have come and
gone Israel is the only one who can claim a resurrection of sorts. How many nations can say that they have literally
come back from the dead, not just as a people, but even their language, once considered extinct, is spoken once
more among the peoples of the earth?

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before the Nations,
kings, and the children of Israel.

The Apostle Paul was called by God to be the means through whom the message of life to be found through
Yeshua would be found among all the peoples of the earth. While God’s covenant was made with the Children of
Israel He would bring through His Son Yeshua others into the fold. Have you ever stopped to consider the impact
of what God desires for all people but so many reject?

Exodus 9:6 'And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall
speak to the children of Israel."

Many look at these words and try to apply them out of the context that God had given them. God is not like you or
[ in the sense that He makes a promise and then goes back on it. He keeps His word based on the conditions He
gives and even if His children disobey Him He is as good as gold in remaining faithful to what He has said. God
gave His word to the Children of Israel and has never broken it while the Children of Israel have. The reality of the
situation is that while we have broken our Father’s heart many times over He has chastised and punished us but
has never removed His love from us going as far as sending His Son to take our sins upon Him in order that we
may be reconciled to the Father.

Psalm 130:4 But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.
Daniel 9:9 "To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him.

Acts 5:31 "Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins.

<05547> TM50  selichah (699¢)

Meaning: forgiveness

<859> afesij aphesis
Meaning: dismissal, release, fig. Pardon

The Hebrew word for forgiveness in the passages from the Tanach is selichah and is the same in both verses. When
we come to the Greek word used for forgiveness we see a slight difference in the meaning. In Greek the word
translated for forgiveness means pardon. I find the meaning very pertinent to the issue of our relationship with God.
In order for one to have a relationship with God we must have our sins dismissed or pardoned. Our sins must be set
aside but we must keep in mind that we are still accountable to God for the sins we have committed but once we



have repented and turned away from our sins and back to God and remain steadfast to Him nothing can sever our
relationship as long as we maintain faith in the Messiah Yeshua.

Matthew 4:17 From that time Yeshua began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand."

Revelation 3:20 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

It seems that many people believe that they can go to God by side-stepping Yeshua. Many Jewish people believe
this and even proclaim this to others in an attempt to turn people away from Yeshua. In most cases Jewish teachers
claim that belief in Yeshua is incompatible with Jewish beliefs when the bottom line is that Yeshua was of the tribe
of Judah of the line of David and the Son of God. While the Jewish people may try to tell you that this is not part of
Jewish belief that is only true so far as modern beliefs are and not true as it pertained to those who came before
Yeshua and during His day and even shortly after it.

Many Jews accepted Yeshua because He was fulfilling the role of the suffering Messiah while many were looking for
the King Messiah. This was not an easy thing for them to understand and even John the Immerser (Baptist) had to
ask Yeshua if He was the only Messiah to come or would there be another.

Matthew 11:3 and said to Him, "Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?"

It was not that John doubted who Yeshua was but that he knew the prophecies and teachings of the Jewish people
where two Messiahs were spoken about. John’s question was meant to clarify if Yeshua was the suffering Messiah
and the Kingly one. One Messiah and not two or more!

This promise was once the central belief inherent to all of Israel and later to the Jewish people. Today this belief has
taken a back seat to belief in the nations of the world rather than in the Creator of the world. We have taken our
eyes off of Yeshua thereby causing us to turn away from God and following after man rather than God. Israel of old
did this and we are repeating history by doing the same thing. We will lose the promises contained in the covenant
God made with the Children of Israel.

Exodus 9:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special
treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 'And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel."

His covenant is found in the Torah - the contract God made between Himself and the Children of Israel. This
covenant is not limited to the Jewish people alone but to everyone who believes in Yeshua and finds themselves
grafted into the tree of Israel.

Isaiah 6:8-13

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am 1!
Send me." 9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but
do not perceive.' 10 "Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed." 11 Then I said,
"Lord, how long?" And He answered: "Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, the houses are without
a man, the land is utterly desolate, 12 The LORD has removed men far away, and the forsaken places are many in



the midst of the land. 13 But yet a tenth will be in it, and will return and be for consuming, as a terebinth tree or as
an oak, whose stump remains when it is cut down. So the holy seed shall be its stump."

These words spoken by God to the prophet Isaiah offer us a sobering thought of what must come before Yeshua
returns. It offers a prescription that first describes the ailment and then the results of the illness before the medicine is
given. The Lord tells us that we hear but do not hear and we see but do not see. You might think this is kind of
redundant but if you really take the time to think about it there is a whole lot of truth in God’s words. How many
people hear the teachings of Yeshua but do not put them into action within their own lives?

Does not God offer us a way out of our dismal lives to enter into a relationship that involved a personal relationship
with Him? How many times does He have to repeat Himself in order for us to pay attention? He made a covenant
with the Children of Israel sealed by fire at Mount Sinai and recommitted to it 2,000 years ago on the day of the
Biblical festival of Shavuot. At the first Shavuot He gave the Torah to Moses who in turn shared it with the Children
of Israel and all those gathered before God at Mount Sinai. At the second Shavuot He shared His Ruach
HaKodesh/Holy Spirit to enable His children to be able to live their lives in accordance with His holy Torah. What
have we done with His gift?

2 Chronicles 29:6 "For our fathers have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of the LORD our God; they have
forsaken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD, and turned their backs on Him.

You might be thinking to yourself, “I have not done what the Israel of old did.” Yet, have we not all transgressed the
commandments of the Lord our God?

Psalm 66:20 Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from me!

The Psalmist said it best when he wrote these words proclaiming the mercy of our God. His mercy was so great He
gave His the most precious treasure He had — His Son Yeshua. Yeshua loved His Father so much He willingly
offered Himself up as a sacrifice for all mankind.

Hosea 8:1 "Set the shofar to your mouth! He shall come like an eagle against the house of the LORD, because
they have transgressed My covenant and rebelled against My Torah.

We are part of Israel and with them we have turned away from the Lord God by transgressing His covenant of
Torah. You may claim you love God but if you disregard His commandments you have broken faith with His
covenant. His covenant is more than words spoken with empty lips. His covenant has been sealed in the blood of
His Son and offered to us as a free gift. What will you choose to do?

Matthew 5:11-19

11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
12 "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you. 13 " You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. 17 " Do not think that I came to destroy the Torah or the Prophets. I did
not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one
tittle will by no means pass from the Torabh till all is fulfilled. 19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these



commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5 verse 11 is hard to take when you have been taught as a Believer that bad things only happen to you
because you probably have sinned against God or you have not tithed enough. Yeshua says just the opposite. We
will be reviled and persecuted and the things that said and done against us are false but we should rejoice because
our reward is not here on the earth but has been safely stored away for us by God. I realize heaven is the word used
here but since heaven is the home of God isn’t it one and the same? Remember that heaven is sometimes used as a
replacement for the name of God. Our reward is with God and presented to us when we have completed our
journey and stand before Him in the Day of Judgment to receive our reward for serving Him or to be judged and
receive our punishment for rejecting Him.

We are the lights of Yeshua who has filled us with the oil of the Ruach to make us shine in the darkness before
mankind. Our lights can not be extinguished. We are the vessels of our Lord God to take His message of hope to a
world that does not even realize how much they need Yeshua. We run here and there and to and fro without seeing
or hearing God around us and in us. You know the old saying, “Stop and smell the roses!” There is more truth to
this than you know.

1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.

These words are so true. While we might live in this world we are called not to be of this world but to be of God.
This is easier said than done. Satan does not make it easy to follow the ways of the Lord. His intent is to drag us
down. Make no mistake about it my friends we are in a war and there will be casualties. We must hold fast to our
Rock if we do not want to be smashed to smithereens.

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know
Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Yeshua the Messiah. This is the true God and eternal
life.

The true God is the One spoken about in the Torah and whose word was brought to us by His prophets. Yeshua
had this to say in Matthew 5:17-19:

17 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Torah or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 "For
assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the Torah
till all is fulfilled. 19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.

Since heaven and earth are still here then I have to believe the Torah is still valid. If one is going to say that the
Torah was fulfilled in Yeshua then I would have to remind them that heaven and earth are still around so while
Yeshua is the living Torah, then the Torah will always be alive and forever.

Where would Torah be, without a hungry heart to taste it, a thirsty mind to drink it? Let me be one
who receives Torah today, when 1 sit in my house, when | walk by the way, when I lie down and when
I rise up, so that Torah becomes the way I live.

from Mordecai Silver - Have a great Shabbat!
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