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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 2-4-23  BESHALACH 

 
 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 

mailto:TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
 
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her 
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If 
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information. 
 
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let 
me know and I will send him the information. Gabriel is an Elder affiliated with 
TOLMM as is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Assembly. 
 
There is a new Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email 
tolmm@etz-chayim.org. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho. 
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 

mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/
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Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 
 

 
General News 
 
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI 
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW 
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

 
MESSAGE FOR2-4-23 

BESHALACH 
 

Message originally shared 2/7/98 
B’Shallach When He let go 

Exodus 13:17-17:16 
Judges 4:4-5:31 

Yochanan-John 8:58 
Mattiyahu-Matthew 10:32-33 

 
 

Today I want to share with you a story within a story. What I mean by 
this is how Scripture speaks to us in a more intimate manner. And 
how once again the Scriptures of the Tanach and the Apostolic 
Scriptures are connected to each other. 
 
Exodus 15:6 
Your right hand, Lord, is glorified with strength; Your right hand, Lord, 
smashes the enemy. 
 
Exodus 15:13 
With Your kindness You guided this people that You redeemed; You led 
with Your might to Your holy abode. 
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Yochanan-John 14:2-3 
In the Beit Avi (House of the Father) there are many me’onot (dwelling 
places, permanent residences, homes); if it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a makom (place) for you? And if I go and prepare a 
makom for you, I am coming again and will receive you to myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also. 
 
Yochanan-John 8:58 
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Omein, omein, I say to you, 
before Avraham came into being, Ani hu (I Am). 
 
Judges 4:14 
…Behold, the Lord has gone before you! 
 
Exodus 17:14-16 
The Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a remembrance in the Book and 
recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I shall surely erase the memory of 
Amalek from under the heavens.” Moses built an altar and called its name 
“The Lord Is My Miracle”; And he said, “For the hand is on the throne of 
God: The Lord maintains a war against Amalek, from generation to 
generation.” 
 
Amalek’s enmity against Israel stems not only from its legacy as Esau'’ 
grandson, but from what it represents. The prophet Bilaam referred to 
Amalek as the first among nations (Numbers 24:20), meaning the leading 
force of evil, just as Israel represents the leading force of good. 
Consequently, their struggle is the eternal struggle of good versus evil. 
 
…*Story about why God allows evil to happen 
 
The other day I was talking with someone who shared with me that they do 
not understand why God allowed their loved one to die. I have heard this 
question many times before; sometimes people use this to deny God. I 
know that the person that I was talking with knows God in a real and 
special way. But I really did not have an answer. 
 
I do not deny that things happen in our lives that I cannot explain. Why 
does God allow bad things to happen to us? I could give you an answer 
like, “Well, He’s God and He can do whatever He wants to.” 
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But in truth, I do not always know why God allows some things to happen. I 
do know this. That in this life we are under the authority of Satan as long as 
we live a mortal life in this world. God can intervene in our lives. Why He 
does or does not, I do not always have an answer for. But I can tell you this 
much. God calls us to follow Him by Emunah-faith. We have to put our 
trust-khasah in Him. He asks for no less than this. 
 
Mattiyahu-Matthew 10:32-33 
Therefore, everyone who shall declare publicly the Ani Maamin hodaah 
(confession) of me (as Moshiach), before Bnei HaAdam (the House of 
Man), I will make hodaah (acknowledgement) of him before Avi 
shbaShomayim (the Father in Heaven). But everyone who makes 
hakhchashah (denial) of me (as Moshiach), I also will make hakhchashah 
(denial) of him before Avi shbaShomayim. 
 
Don’t fool yourselves into thinking that you have all the time in the 
world to accept Him as your Messiah. Don’t think that because it is 
not the cool thing to do that you turn your backs on Him. The 
Scripture tells otherwise. If you deny Him, He will deny you. Wise up 
before it is too late. He could return today, or you could die today.  
 

 
 
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. 



7 
 

Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  

 
 

Parashat Beshalach: Summary Exo: 13:17-
17:16 

Moses leads the Israelites into the wilderness after their escape from Egypt. God 
sends manna to feed them and Amalek attacks the Israelites. 

An Indirect Route 
Now God did not lead the Jews out of Egypt on the most direct route but took the people by 
way of the wilderness. God went before them in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire at 
night so they could travel day and night. 

Upon leaving Egypt, Moses takes Joseph’s bones with him, recalling Joseph’s dying words, “God 
will surely remember you and then bring my bones with you to the promised land.” 

God told Moses to camp by the Sea of Reeds. “I will then harden Pharaoh’s heart so he will try 
to capture you there. Then I shall assert My authority over Pharaoh, and everyone will 
acknowledge that I am the Lord.” It happened just as God predicted. Pharaoh went after the 
Jews with his best army. 

As Pharaoh’s army approached, the Israelites cried out to the Lord and Moses in fear. “Why did 
you bring us here to die? Let us go back to Egypt and be slaves.” 

“Don’t be afraid.” Moses answered. “Stand firm. Watch how God will deliver you.” 
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Then God said to Moses, “When you stretch forth your hand over the sea, it will split, and you 
shall cross safely. But with a stiffened heart, the Pharaoh’s army will go in after you. They may 
be mighty, but I will prove that I am Almighty.” 

The Israelites Cross The River 
Then the angel of God went behind the Jewish camp while a pillar of cloud went in front of the 
Egyptian camp so one would not come near the other. 

Moses then stretched out his hand and the Lord commanded a strong east wind to split the 
water. With walls of water on either side, the Israelites crossed the river on dry land. 

Then when the Egyptian army raced after them, God confounded them with mud to break their 
chariots’ wheels. 

Afterwards, God told Moses to stretch out his hand again and let the water return. By morning 
the sea had covered Pharaoh’s army so that not even one of them remained. 

When the Jewish people saw what the Lord did to the Egyptians, they trusted in God and Moses 
as God’s prophet. The Moses and the Israelites sang this song unto the Lord: 

Who is like Thee, O Lord, 
Among all the gods who are worshipped? 
Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness? 
Awesome in splendor, working wonders! 
The Lord will reign for ever and ever. 
Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, with her drum in her hand led the women in song 
and dance. “Sing unto the Lord for God has triumphed gloriously.” 

Searching for Water 

From the Sea of Reeds, Moses led the people into a new wilderness. For three days they could 
find no water and when they finally did at Marah, the water was too bitter to drink. The Jewish 
people cried. So God showed Moses how to cast a certain tree into the waters to make it 
sweet. There God proclaimed, “If you will listen to Me and do what is right in God’s sight, then I 
will not plague you as I have the Egyptians, for I am the Lord and your Healer.” 

As they journeyed, the Jews became hungry. They complained to Moses and Aaron, “You 
brought us into the wilderness to starve.” 

The Lord spoke to Moses, “By evening you shall eat meat, and, in the morning, you shall have 
your fill of bread. Then you shall recognize that I, The Lord, am your God.” 

Food From God 

That evening quail appeared, and, in the morning, there was dew all around. When the dew 
lifted, there was a fine, flaky substance everywhere. “This is food from God,” Moses 
announced, “But only gather what you need to eat, one omer (portion of grain) per person.” 
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When some families gathered extra, they woke up to find their food rotten with maggots. 
However, on the sixth day, Moses told the Israelites, “God instructs you to gather double the 
amount of food on the sixth day, for the seventh day is a day of rest, a holy Sabbath of the Lord. 
The extra you gather will be edible in the morning.” And it was. 

But there were some Jews who went out to gather food on the Sabbath anyway. They found 
nothing. 

God lamented to Moses, “How long will you refuse to follow My commandments and My 
teaching? Mark the seventh day as My Sabbath and keep it holy for all generations.” 

The People Protest 

The Israelites named the food “manna” and it tasted like honey wafers. God instructed them to 
keep one omer of manna in a jar by the Ark of the Testimony for all generations to remember 
how the Lord fed the Israelites for forty years in the wilderness. 

At the next camp, at Rephidim, again, there was no water. The people got angry with Moses. 

“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put God to the test?” retorted Moses to the people. 
To God, however, Moses says, “What shall I do with these people? A bit more and they will 
stone me.” 

God instructs Moses to go in front of the elders of Israel at Horeb and strike a rock to bring 
water for the people to drink. Moses does so. The place is named Massah and Meribah because 
the people tested and contended the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord present among us or not?” 

At this camp, an enemy, Amalek came to fight with Israel. Moses sent Joshua with an army to 
do battle against Amalek. Meanwhile Moses stood at the top of the hill with the rod of God in 
his hand. As the fighting began, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed but 
whenever he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 

But Moses’ arms grew heavy. So, Aaron and Hur, one on each side, supported Moses’ hands 
until Joshua beat the Amalekites. Moses built an altar on the site knowing that war with Amalek 
would be present throughout the generations. 

Parashat Beshalach Discussion Questions 

1) When God parted the Sea of Reeds, it was a miracle. Can you think of a miracle God 
performed for you in your life? 

2) If you were one of the Israelites with Moses, how would you feel upon seeing the Egyptian 
army drowned? How do you feel when someone who is your enemy is hurt or defeated? 

3) God tells the Jewish people that the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest. What is your 
definition of rest? How is that the same or different from God’s definition in this portion? 
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4) The Israelites test God in this portion. Do you ever test God? Why? How? 

Haftarah for Beshalach Judges 4:4-5:31 
Deborah leads a nation in war and sings a victory song. 

Most of the Bible is written as prose, though there are examples of poetry (such as in Psalms), 
as well as song. The two most famous biblical songs are the Song of the Sea, which is in this 
week’s Torah portion, and the Song of Deborah, which is in this week’s Haftarah. 

Deborah is one of the Israelite leaders in the Book of Judges. She is a prophet and a judge, and 
she keeps court under a palm tree in the hill country, where people come for guidance. 

Barak & Deborah Fight Sisera 
Deborah also communicates God’s wishes to the people, and one day she calls for Barak, a 
general in the military, and tells him that God commands him to report to Mount Tabor, with a 
company of 10,000 soldiers. There, she tells him, he will meet Sisera, the commander of the 
army of Hazor. They will fight, and Barak will win. 

Barak answers that he will go into battle only if Deborah accompanies him. She accedes to this 
request but warns him that he will receive no glory if she comes, “for now the Eternal will hand 
Sisera over to a woman” (Judges 4:9). 

Barak accepts these terms and together with Deborah and his warriors, he ascends the 
mountain. At once, “the Eternal throws Sisera, his chariots, and his whole army into disarray” 
(Judges 4:15). Sisera himself is thrown from his chariot and runs away on foot. All his troops are 
killed, but Sisera is kept alive. He retreats to the camp of Yael, a powerful woman who is 
married to one of Sisera’s allies. Yael takes him in and covers him in a blanket. 

Yael Secures A Victory 
When Sisera asks for water, Yael instead gives him milk, which lulls him to sleep. Once asleep, 
she takes a tent-peg and a mallet and drives it through his head. Then, when Barak comes 
searching for him, Yael shows him Sisera’s pierced head. 

To commemorate this victory, and in particular Yael’s role in it, Barak and Deborah sing a song. 
The song dramatizes this battle, as well as others fought by Barak, and tells of the military 
victories of different tribes of Israel. 

It concludes with a tribute to Yael, retelling her murder of Sisera in more detail than the original 
verses, and a plea to God to continue to support the Israelites in battle, so long as they 
continue to love God. 

Both the Torah portion this week and the Haftarah are a curious combination of military battles 
and victory songs. But, while Miriam’s song in the Torah straight forwardly praises God for 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Writings/Poetic_Writings/Book_of_Psalms.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Prophets/Former_Prophets/Book_of_Judges/Deborah.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/yael/
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defeating Egypt, the Song of Deborah is a testament to both God and Israel, extolling both 
divine miracles and human effort. 

 

 
From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond 

WORDS OF WISDOM CHAPTER 21 

It is well understood that in most cases there is strength in numbers. A 
General in charge of an army makes absolutely sure that his soldiers are 
fed well, strong and healthy, united and working as a team, becoming 
echad. A malnourished and divided army is much easier to defeat than a 
strong healthy united one.  

There are numerous armies and enemies of the Children of Israel who 
want to completely destroy us. This has been a pattern throughout history, 
and it is not difficult to find recorded events of these patterns and we 
continue to witness the continuation of these patterns.  

O God, do not keep silence; 
    do not hold your peace or be still, O God! 
2 For behold, your enemies make an uproar; 
    those who hate you have raised their heads. 
3 They lay crafty plans against your people; 
    they consult together against your treasured ones. 
4 They say, “Come, let us wipe them out as a nation; 
    let the name of Israel be remembered no more!” 
5 For they conspire with one accord; 
    against you they make a covenant— 
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6 the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, 
    Moab and the Hagrites, 
7 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, 
    Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; 
8 Asshur also has joined them; 
   they are the strong arm of the children of Lot.  Psalm 83:1-8 [ESV] 

Let us fully understand that any who are against Israel and want to destroy 
us, are enemies of HaShem. Baruch HaShem, that regardless of our 
disunity and inner fighting, our Father in heaven has kept His promises to 
never allow His nation Israel to be destroyed. Make no mistake we have 
suffered great loses and great hardship due to our disobedience and 
disunity and I fear this will continue.  

Walls and partitions are the cause of disunity. There is great segregation 
between the Children of Israel, because there are great disputes regards 
what HaShem would say and is saying to His people. People hear the 
same words from HaShem but receive and apply them so differently. This 
will most likely continue until the appearance of Moshiach Yeshua Who will 
no doubt sort us all out. Notwithstanding this challenge we have added to 
our problems by employing words from imposters. We have allowed the 
enemy to enter the camp and sow seeds of destruction and we are 
required to remove these destructive weeds. These destructive heresies 
have entered because we removed the Torah from our instruction books. It 
is akin to a farmer removing pasture that sheep thrive on and allowing 
weeds to grow in its place, weeds that may look pretty and palatable but in 
fact are poisonous and offer no nutrition. This is what has taken place 
within the nation of Israel. Far too many citizens have removed the nutrition 
of Torah and replaced it with the poison of weeds. This may sound harsh, 
but that which is not from HaShem has no place within the boundaries of 
Israel and our people. Once again, I am reminded of the words of the 
Master, often used in our writings and teachings. 

“This people honours me only with lip-service, while their hearts 
are far from me. Their reverence of me is worthless; the lessons 
they teach are nothing but human commandments.”  Matthew 
15:8-9 [NJB] 

When we teach lessons from any other source other than from HaShem via 
His Torah and HaMoshiach Yeshua, we quickly find ourselves divided and 
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weakened by the array of so-called man’s wisdom. We have witnessed the 
removal of the Moedim from Christianity and replaced by the weeds of 
pagan thoughts and gods. We witness the refusal of accepting the biblical 
Yeshua as HaMoshiach and having Him replaced with the weeds of “words 
of rote” and the unbalanced worship of Rabbis. Yes, we are to give 
reverence and respect to our leaders, but there is a huge difference 
between respect and reverence within Hashem’s biblical order and the out 
and out worship of men.  

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who are working hard 
among you, those who are guiding you in the Lord and confronting 
you in order to help you change. Treat them with the highest 
regard and love because of the work they are doing. Live at peace 
among yourselves.”  1Thessalonians 5:12-13 [CJB]    

It is no easy task finding a shepherd who holds in his hands the nutrition of 
both Moshiach Yeshua and Torah, yet we must search for such shepherds. 
We need to gather as echad, brought together through the strength and 
wisdom found in HaMoshiach Yeshua and Torah. As a people we are to be 
held together by these wonderful provisions supplied by HaShem. These 
are our nutrition, these are our bonding, these are our only hope. We must 
begin the replanting process, digging up the weeds in our pastures that are 
poisoning the sheep, and replacing them with nutritious food that provides 
life to our very souls. Without nutritious food the body wastes away, 
becoming weak, succumbing to disease and sickness. People in such a 
condition can never defeat a strong well organised enemy. It is a sad 
reflection on the Children of Israel that we find ourselves in such a 
weakened condition before our enemies. If it was not for the faithfulness of 
HaShem we would have long lost the battle against our enemies. We are in 
such a weaken state that we do not have the strength to fight off the weeds 
that have taken over our land. Even sadder, is the fact that we ourselves 
have poisoned the good pasture and willingly encouraged the growth of 
these weeds. We continue to fertilize these poisonous weeds, allowing 
them to choke out the nutritious pasture that HaShem is trying to bring 
forward. While we continue to dine out on these noxious weeds, made up 
of various species, we will never become echad, having the strength and 
wisdom to defeat our enemies. We continue to disregard the orders of our 
General, Yeshua HaMoshiach, and continue on in total disarray. Take a 
moment to research in the bible what happens to Israel when we disregard 
instructions from HaShem. Why do we not learn from our history?  Why do 
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we continue to take walk our own individual road, constantly falling into the 
traps set down by our enemies? We are without excuse and if we continue 
in this vein, we will no doubt endure more defeats.  

Let us as one/echad uproot the weeds and replant the pastures. 

May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach 
be with you!  

 

This, that and the other … 

 
Who Are the Karaites? 

The inside story of a rebellious Jewish sect that begun in the 
Middle Ages. 

A popular legend from the medieval period depicts the founding of Karaism to a bitter 
dispute over the office of the exilarch, the political leader of the Jewish community in 
Babylonia. Anan Ben David was supposedly qualified for the office but was passed over 
due to his independence and untrustworthiness. Out of jealousy, Anan gathered 
together what were left of the sectarians from the Second Temple period, such as the 
Sadducees, and established a new Jewish sect: the Karaites. Charged with treason and 
placed in jail, Anan met a prominent Muslim scholar who greatly influenced the 
development of his new religious sect. 

While little of this account is viewed as reliable by historians, and the influence of Islam 
on Karaism is a controversial academic question, it is generally accepted that in the 
8th century a Jewish scholar named Anan abandoned the Babylonian rabbinic 
academies and composed a Talmud of his own. Like the Babylonian Talmud, Anan’s 
Talmud is written in Aramaic, and small fragments exist to this day. The students of 
Anan did not call themselves “Karaites,” but were rather known as “Ananites” or 
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“followers of Anan” and it was not until the 9th century that evidence of communities 
calling themselves “Karaites” is found. 

The Karaites rejected the Oral Torah, a central pillar of Judaism. 

The major distinction between Ananites and Karaites, versus the Rabbinic Jewish 
community, is that Anan and his followers rejected the belief that two Torahs were 
given by God to Moses at Mount Sinai and taught to the entire Jewish people: a Written 
Torah, containing the five books of Moses; and an “Oral Torah” in which the details of 
the written Torah were explained in detail. Faith in the Oral Law whose details were 
transmitted orally from Moses to Joshua to the present generation of Torah scholars is 
a central pillar of Judaism. Thus, Anan struck at the core of Jewish faith and survival. 

By rejecting the authority of the Oral Torah and the rabbinic leaders who transmitted its 
teachings, Anan created a new sect based in his view that religious truth emerges from 
independent study of the Written Torah alone. In other words, in cases where details of 
Jewish practice are transmitted exclusively via the Oral Torah, Anan insisted that such 
traditions are mistaken. Instead, he propounded the belief that all of the Torah’s 
commandments must be derived from a careful examination of its verses alone.

 

 

A Karaite kenesa [synagogue], Vilnius, built in 1921. 

A famous slogan epitomizing Anan’s revolution is “search scripture well and do not rely 
on my opinion.” Later Karaite groups in the medieval period, following in Anan’s 
footsteps, turned this motto into a principle of faith that each individual Jew in every 
generation is obligated to interpret the Torah’s commandments on their own. 

https://aish.com/48943186/
https://aish.com/48969576/
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Chaotic Splintering 

If such a philosophy sounds like it would lead to chaos, or “two Jews three 
opinions,” you would be correct. The 10th century Iraqi Karaite Jacob al-
Qirqisānī records a lengthy list of disputes within the Karaite community and 
complains that the amount of disagreement amongst Karaites is constantly 
growing and is driven by jealousy and ego amongst Karaite leaders. Even for 
matters as basic to Jewish life as the calendar, it would not be unusual for 
two Karaites in the same community to calculate different days and even 
months for the Jewish holidays because each one observed the new moon on 
a different day or observed the ripening of barley (used by Karaites to 
determine the spring or month of Nisan for celebrating Passover) in a 
different period. 

It would not be unusual for two Karaites in the same community to 
calculate different days and even months for the Jewish holidays. 

By contrast, the leaders of the Rabbinic community – the Geonim – established a fixed 
calendar in the medieval period so that all Jews around the world would celebrate the 
holidays on the same day. al-Qirqisānī describes the Ananites as so bitterly divided over 
the issue of the calendar, that members of their sect refused to eat meals with each 
other if they disagreed over the calculation of the calendar or any other detail of Anan’s 
law. 

Distorting Basic Commandments 
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A group of Karaites, from Description ethnographique des Peuples de la Russie (Theodore de 
Pauly, 1862). 

Many of the interpretations that Anan and subsequent generations of Karaites found in 
the Torah were similarly disruptive for the continuity of Jewish practice since antiquity. 
For example, Anan interpreted the story of Israel’s circumcision at Gilboa to conclude 
that “knives of flint” (Joshua 5:2) implies that circumcision must be performed with 
scissors rather than a knife. He justified this view on the basis that “knives” is in the 
plural, and thus understood that the circumcision tool must have multiple parts i.e., a 
scissor with two blades and not a knife with a single blade. 

Even the later Karaites were very critical of this interpretation, because it was obvious 
that in the thousands of years of Jewish history, nobody had heard of circumcision 
scissors. Indeed, one Karaite points out that “knives” is in the plural in the story of 
Joshua because thousands of Jews were being circumcised at the same time and thus 
many knives were needed. 

The ancient details regarding tzitzit and what to write inside the boxes 
of tefillin were rejected by Karaites, as were the identity of the plants 
used for the four species on Sukkot. 

In addition to new interpretations of biblical verses, Anan and the Karaites also rejected 
many details of Judaism that have no explicit biblical description but are included in the 
Oral Torah. For example, the ancient details regarding how to tie tzitzit and what to write 
inside the boxes of tefillin were rejected by Karaites, as were the identity of the plants 
used for the four species on Sukkot and the guidelines for building a legal Sukkah and 
many more details of the commandments. Some aspects of post-biblical Judaism, such 
as the holiday of Hanukkah are not observed by Karaites for the same reason. 

Moreover, some aspects of Torah law that are understood in the Oral Torah as non-
literal, such as the understanding that the punishment of an “eye for an eye” means 
monetary compensation, were re-interpreted as literal punishments by some Karaites. 

Emphasis on Hebrew Grammar 

https://aish.com/circum-decision/
https://www.sefaria.org/Joshua.5.2?lang=he-en&utm_source=aish.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://aish.com/tzitzit-2/
https://aish.com/18-tefillin-2/
https://aish.com/sukkot/
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Karaite men in traditional garb, Crimea, 19th century. 

As a result of the Karaite commitment towards utilizing the Written Torah as the sole 
basis of their legal traditions, Karaites in the Middle Ages produced many biblical 
commentaries and treatises on Hebrew grammar designed to understand the Torah’s 
language as precisely as possible. For example, a Karaite from Jerusalem, Japheth Ben 
Eli, is credited by historians as the first author to complete a commentary on all 24 
books of the Hebrew Bible in the second half of the 10th century. Japhet’s commentary 
and other Karaite works on Hebrew grammar were studied by some of the most 
influential Rabbinic commentators on the Torah such as Ibn Ezra, who occasionally 
cites Japhet’s views anonymously in his biblical commentary. 

The chief opponent of Anan and the Karaites in the medieval period was Saadia Gaon, 
who wrote several books challenging Karaism from the beginning to the end of his long 
scholarly career. Most of these books, written in Arabic, have unfortunately been lost. 
From the fragments that have survived, it is clear that Saadia was diametrically 
opposed to the heart of Karaite ideology – that each Jew is obligated to interpret the 
Torah on their own. 

Those who were physically and proximally closer to God’s revelation to 
the entire Jewish people at Sinai – the sages of the Mishna and Talmud - 
necessarily earn a higher degree of authority in Judaism than later 
generations. 

Rather, Saadia pointed out that Judaism, like any other mature legal system, builds 
upon the efforts of earlier generations and does not start from scratch in each 
generation. Those who were physically and proximally closer to God’s revelation to the 
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entire Jewish people at Sinai – the sages of the Mishna and Talmud - necessarily earn a 
higher degree of authority in Judaism than later generations. 

At the outset of Anan’s activity until the 10th century, Saadia and other Babylonian 
Jewish leaders fiercely opposed Anan and his followers and banned marriages and 
other communal intermingling between Rabbinic Jews and Karaites. In subsequent 
centuries, however, attitudes towards Karaites relaxed as the “threat” of Karaism 
dwindled and it became clear that the Karaites were destined to become a small 
minority splinter group. Evidence unearthed in the 20th century from the Cairo Geniza, 
such as marriage documents, letters, and donation slips, indicate that Rabbinic Jews 
and Karaites in medieval Egypt of the 11th-12th centuries had a higher degree of social 
cohesion than previously understood -- and the various legal questions concerning the 
status of Karaites in Judaism remain complex and debated amongst rabbinic scholars 
to this day. 

Karaites Today 

Nowadays, the Karaites survive as a small minority group of approximately 40,000 
individuals in Israel, with smaller communities in the United States and Europe. Most of 
today’s Karaites are descendants of the Egyptian Karaite community, with smaller 
communities from Eastern Europe, Turkey and Iraq. 

 

Karaite Congregation B’nai Israel in Daly City, California 

The face of Karaism has changed dramatically since the medieval period. Karaism 
developed its own set of customs and beliefs over the generations and is significantly 
less “revolutionary” in encouraging each individual in each generation to discover the 
truth on his own. Like other minority groups in Israel, such as the Samaritans, many 
Karaites have assimilated into the fabric of Israeli society and the future of Karaism is 
uncertain at best. 
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The medieval Karaites left an indelible mark on medieval Judaism and its intellectual 
culture. Rather than defeating the Oral Torah, they only strengthened the faith in its 
necessity for Judaism, as Proverbs says, “It’s a tree of life to those who hold fast to it, 
and those who uphold it are happy. Its ways are pleasant, and all of its paths are 
peaceful” (3:18). 

 

Prayer Points 

 

Which Is Holier? 
Does greater holiness inhere in holiday celebrations, or ordinary 

moments? 

Are the holidays holier than the rest of the year? One could make the argument that holiness 
inheres in specialness. On the holidays we wear our best clothes, gather to pray special prayers, 
try to focus on things spiritual. Once the holidays end, life returns to the run of daily concerns. 

But there is a Jewish principle, tadir ushe’aino tadir, tadir kodem — when a mitzvah is frequent, 
and another infrequent, the frequently observed mitzvah takes precedence. This side argues 
that holiness is found in the commonplace. Surely there is nothing holier than greeting one 
another on a new day or reading to a child as they drop softly to sleep each night. A well-lived 
life shines through the quotidian, the routine of living, no matter the spice of special occasions. 

The “holiday season” is here and there is a sadness as holidays recede, but also a sense of 
relief. Each time has its own kind of sacredness. Peaks, plains, and valleys, all are essential 
terrain. For the questing soul, each day, God awaits. 
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Hebrew -  ִעְבִרי 

 Word (s) of the Week 

ְבָך  י ה ֱאֹלה   ת ְיהו   א     ַהְבת   ְוא      ל־ְלב  ל־ַנְפְשָך    ָך ְבכ  ָך׃   ּוְבכ  ֶֽ ל־ְמֹאד   ּוְבכ 
 

Vi-Ah-hav-tah Eht Adonai Eh-lo-hay-cha Bi-kol Leh-vah-vih-cha Oov-
chol Nahf-shi-cha Oov-chol Mih-Oh-Deh-cha 

 
And you are to love ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your 

being and all your might.  

 
 

      
 

A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

Mrs. Goldberg walks into a butcher shop and asks the price of a pound of 
lamb chops. “Five dollars,” says the butcher. 

“Are you crazy?!!?” Mrs. Goldberg says. “Across the street at Schwartz, it 
only costs a dollar a pound.” 

“So go buy your lamb chops from Swartz,” the butcher replies. 

“He doesn’t have any,” Mrs. Goldberg says. 

“Listen, lady,” the butcher says, “If I didn’t have any, I’d sell them for a 
dollar a pound, too!” 
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This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup 

 

Our Favorite One-Pot Chicken and Rice Recipe 
(Plov) 

A hearty, filling, one-pot dish. 

Plov is a rice pilaf-style dish that became popular in the Soviet Union by way of Uzbekistan. 
Plov’s popularity in Russia can be traced back to at least the time of Alexander the Great. Upon 
returning from Central Asia to Macedonia, his soldiers were said to have brought back plov as 
one of their new favorite foods. The existence of this dish in Central Asia has a distinct tie to the 
Jewish community there. The Bukharian Jews of Central Asia are Mizrahi Jews whose lineage 
goes back to the time of King David and ancient Persia. During the reign of Persia’s Cyrus the 
Great, Jews made their way to Central Asia and formed a community where they eventually 
spoke a dialect of Persian called Bukhori. Central Asian versions of plov, particularly the Uzbeki 
variety, were later popularized across all Soviet republics during the time of the Soviet Union.  

Plov can be similar to Indian pulao or Spanish paella, though ultimately, there are countless 
cultures that have some version of a one-pot rice and meat dish. 

Soviet style plov is most commonly made with lamb as its meat, carrots as its vegetable, and is 
typically spiced with cumin and coriander. However, you will find a wide range of plov made 
with different kinds of meat or poultry, spices, and even the addition of dried fruits or nuts. 

I prefer to keep plov simple with traditional flavors. I use chicken thighs for their availability and 
affordability, and add loads of carrots and onions, which seem to magically disappear into the 
rice once cooked. Garlic, bay, cumin, and coriander perfume this plov. This dish is a one-pot 
meal. Once all of the ingredients are prepped, it comes together quickly and then gets popped 
into the oven to finish cooking. It reheats and freezes well and is hearty and filling. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/this-bhukarian-jewish-meaty-rice-dish-is-the-crockpot-meal-you-need/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/one-pot-paprika-chicken-with-orzo-and-olives-recipe/
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Photo credit: Sonya Sanford 

Ingredients 

• 2 cups Basmati or Jasmine rice 

• 3¼ cups boiling chicken stock or water 

• 1½ lb boneless, skinless chicken thighs 

• 3-4 (½ lb) carrots 

• 2 medium yellow onions 

• 2 small heads of garlic 

• 2-3 bay leaves (ideally fresh) 

• 1½ tsp ground cumin 

• 1 tsp ground coriander 

• 1 tsp paprika 

• ½ tsp Aleppo pepper or chili flakes (optional) 

• salt and pepper 

• oil, for cooking 

Directions 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 
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2. Rinse the rice well, then place it in a bowl of cold water to soak as you 
prepare the other ingredients. This helps remove excess starch and makes 
for fluffy rice. 

3. Cut the chicken thighs into 2”-3” pieces, and salt with 1½ tsp of kosher salt 
and freshly ground pepper. Set aside.  

4. Peel and julienne (matchstick cut) the carrots. Alternatively, you can use 
the medium holes of a box grater, or the shredder attachment on a food 
processor to grate the carrot. Peel and halve the onions, then slice them 
thin. Halve the garlic heads crosswise and set aside. 

5. On medium-high heat, generously drizzle oil into the bottom of a large 
Dutch oven or a heavy bottomed deep skillet (at least 12” wide). If you do 
not have either, you can brown the chicken and vegetables in any large 
skillet, and then transfer everything to a large ceramic or pyrex casserole 
dish. Brown the seasoned chicken thigh pieces on each side, then remove 
and set aside. 

6. Lower the heat to medium, and into the same Dutch oven or skillet, add the 
onions and carrots. Generously season with salt and pepper, and sauté for 
5-6 minutes or until softened. Add the cumin, coriander, paprika, and 
pepper to the onions and carrots and sauté for an additional minute. Drain 
the rice that has been soaking and add it to the carrots and spice mixture. 
Sauté for 1-2 more minutes, until the rice is well coated in the mixture. At 
this point, if you are using a casserole dish, transfer the mixture to the dish. 

7. Add the chicken to the rice mixture, then nestle the garlic heads and bay 
leaves into the rice. Pour the boiling stock or water over the rice and 
chicken mixture, making sure everything is covered by at least ¼” of liquid 
(if not, add an additional ¼ cup). 

8. Cover the Dutch oven or skillet with a lid or cover the casserole dish tightly 
with foil. Place in the oven for 50 minutes. Remove from the oven and 
leave the plov covered for an additional 10 minutes. 

9. Once it has rested, fluff the rice just before serving. There may be delicious 
browned crispy bits of rice on the edges. If your rice still feels too wet, you 
can cover it again and put it back in the oven for an additional 10-15 
minutes to cook further. 
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 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
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