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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 2-25-23  TERUMAH 

 
 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 

mailto:TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG
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Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
 
Marcia Hedrick would like to host a group on the west side of El Paso in her 
home. She also needs someone to lead the group while she will be the host. If 
you are interested let me know and I will send her the information. 
 
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let 
me know and I will send him the information. Gabriel is an Elder affiliated with 
TOLMM as is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Assembly. 
 
There is a new Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email 
tolmm@etz-chayim.org. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho. 
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 

mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/
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Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 
 

 
General News 
 
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI 
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW 
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

 
MESSAGE FOR 2-25-23 

TERUMAH 
 

Message originally shared 2/14/97 
TERUMAH / OFFERING 

Shemoth 25:1-27:19 
1 Kings 5:26-6:13 

Mattiyahu-Matthew: 28:16-20 
 
And they shall make Me a Set-apart Place, and I shall dwell in their 
midst. 
 
 07931 shakan {shaw-kan’} sha-chan-te 
¤ a primitive root [apparently akin (by transmission) to 07901 through the 
idea of lodging]; TWOT - 2387; v 
¤ AV - dwell 92, abide 8, place 7, remain 5, inhabit 4, rest 3, set 2, continue 
1, dwellers 1, dwelling 1, misc 5; 129 
¤ 1) to settle down, abide, dwell, tabernacle, reside 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to settle 
down to abide 1a2) to abide, dwell, reside 1b) (Piel) 1b1) to make settle 
down, establish 1b2) to make or cause to dwell 1c) (Hiphil) 1c1) to lay, place, 
set, establish, settle, fix 1c2) to cause to dwell or abide 
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Consider the connection between God wanting to dwell among His people 
as being connected to when God dwelled among His people in the Garden 
of Eden. 
 
Gen. - Bereisheet 3:8 And they heard the sound of Adonai Elohim 
walking about in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of Adonai Elohim among the 
trees of the garden. 
 
Exodus - Shemoth 25:20: And the keruvim shall be spreading out their 
wings above, covering the lid of atonement with their wings, with their 
faces toward each other, the faces of the keruvim turned toward the 
lid of atonement. 
 
Verse 22: And I shall meet with you there, and from above the lid of 
atonement, from between the two keruvim which are on the ark of the 
Witness, I shall speak to you all that which I command you 
concerning the children of Yisrael. 
 
 03742 k@ruwb {ker-oob'} 
¤ of uncertain derivation; TWOT - 1036; n m 
¤ AV - cherubims 64, cherub 27; 91 
¤ 1) cherub, cherubim (pl) 1a) an angelic being 1a1) as guardians of Eden 
1a2) as flanking God's throne 1a3) as an image form hovering over the Ark 
of the Covenant 1a4) as the chariot of Jehovah (fig.) 
 
05715 `eduwth {ay-dooth'}   
‘Ay-det’ (correct transliteration) 
¤ from 05707; TWOT - 1576f; n f 
¤ AV - testimony 55, witness 4; 59 
¤ 1) testimony 
 
 03727 kapporeth {kap-po'-reth} kop-or-et (correct transliteration) 
¤ from 03722; TWOT - 1023c; n f 
¤ AV - mercy seat 26, mercy seatward 1; 27 
¤ 1) mercy-seat, place of atonement 1a) the golden plate of propitiation on 
which the High Priest sprinkled the seat 7 times on the Day of Atonement 
symbolically reconciling Jehovah and His chosen people 1a1) the slab of 
gold on top of the ark of the covenant which measured 2.5 by 1.5 cubits; on 
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it and part of it were the two golden cherubim facing each other whose 
outstretched wings came together above and constituted the throne of God 
 
I Kings - 1 Sovereigns 6:11-13: And the word of Adonai came to 
Shelomoh - Solomon, saying, This House which you are building - if 
you walk in My laws, and do My right-rulings, and shall guard all My 
commands and walk in them, then I shall confirm My word with you, 
which I spoke to your father David, and shall dwell in the midst of the 
children of Yisrael, and not forsake My people Yisrael. 
 
Matthew - Mattiyahu 28:16-20: And the eleven taught ones went away 
into Galil, to the mountain which Y’shua had appointed for them. And 
when they saw Him, they bowed to Him, but some doubted. And Y’shua 
came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make taught ones of all 
the nations, immersing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Set-apart Spirit, teaching them to guard all that I have 
commanded you. And see, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age.” Amen. 
 
My Scripture version has a footnote here: All the taught ones coming from 
all nations, from the Yehudim, are to be taught to observe all that Y’shua had 
commanded. 
 
So, what do we see here, in all these verses from Genesis on through to 
Mark? We see God’s desire is to be able to dwell among His people. To be 
able to walk in the cool of the day as He did in the Garden, sharing things 
with Adam and his wife. 
 
But He also desires that we live according to His commands. The teachings 
that He gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai. The teachings that He re-affirmed to 
Solomon in I Kings. The teachings re-affirmed by Y’shua to His Shaliachim - 
Apostles in Matthew. 
 
And Y’shua went one step beyond. He instructed that His students were to 
go to all the nations. No longer were God’s teachings to be the sole property 
of the Jewish people. God was going to take His Word beyond Israel. 
 
And once again we see that nothing in the Brit Chadashah - New Testament 
was new. We see that Y’shua’s instructions to His students were found in 
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the Tanach - the Old Testament. So, we see the continuing connection 
between the Old and New. We see the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture 
in the New. 
 
God’s Word never ends. His teachings continue, His desire to be with us 
never stops. He is a Father who loves His children so much, that death could 
not stop Him. 
 
In Revelation we see the completion of God’s work. 
 
Rev. 21:3, 6: And I heard a loud voice from the heaven saying, “See, the 
Booth of Elohim is with men, and He shall dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people, and Elohim Himself shall be with them and be their 
Elohim.” And He said to me, “It is done! I am the A and the Z, the 
Beginning and the End. To the one who thirsts I shall give of the 
fountain of the water of life without payment.” 
 
4633 skene {skay-nay'} 
¤ apparently akin to 4632 and 4639; TDNT - 7:368,1040; n f 
¤ AV - tabernacle 19, habitation 1; 20 
¤ 1) tent, tabernacle, (made of green boughs, or skins or other materials) 2) 
of that well known movable temple of God after the pattern of which the 
temple at Jerusalem was built 
 
4637 skenoo {skay-no'-o} 
¤ from 4636; TDNT - 7:385,1040; v 
¤ AV - dwell 5; 5 
¤ 1) to fix one's tabernacle, have one's tabernacle, abide (or live) in a 
tabernacle (or tent), tabernacle 2) to dwell 
 
1372 dipsao {dip-sah'-o} 
¤ from a variation of 1373; TDNT - 2:226,177; v 
¤ AV - thirst 10, be thirsty 3, be athirst 3; 16 
¤ 1) to suffer thirst, suffer from thirst 1a) figuratively, those who are said to 
thirst who painfully feel their want of, and eagerly long for, those things by 
which the soul is refreshed, supported, strengthened 
 
4077 pege {pay-gay'} 
¤ probably from 4078 (through the idea of gushing plumply); TDNT - 
6:112,837; n f 
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¤ AV - fountain 8, well 4; 12 
¤ 1) fountain, spring 2) a well fed by a spring 
 
5204 hudor {hoo'-dore} 
¤ genitive case, hudatos {hoo'-dat-os}, etc., from the base of 5205; TDNT - 
8:314,1203; 
¤ AV - water 79; 79 
¤ 1) water 1a) of water in rivers, in fountains, in pools 1b) of the water of 
the deluge 1c) of water in any of the earth's repositories 1d) of water as the 
primary element, out of and through which the world that was before the 
deluge, arose and was compacted 1e) of the waves of the sea 1f) fig. used 
of many peoples 
 
¤ 1) life 1a) the state of one who is possessed of vitality or is animate 1b) 
every living soul 2) life 2a) of the absolute fullness of life, both essential and 
ethical, which belongs to God, and through him both to the hypostatic 
"logos" and to Christ in whom the "logos" put on human nature 2b) life real 
and genuine, a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, blessed, in the 
portion even in this world of those who put their trust in Christ, but after the 
resurrection to be consummated by new accessions (among them a more 
perfect body), and to last forever. 
¤ For Synonyms see entry 5821 
 
1432 dorean {do-reh-an'} 
¤ AV - freely 6, without a cause 1, in vain 1, for nought 1; 9 
¤ 1) freely, undeservedly 
 
He has so much, and He wants to give it to us, without strings attached. 
Well just one. We need to believe that Y’shua is the Messiah, the Son 
of God and God. And to follow His ways. 
 
Is He really asking that much of us for what He wants to give in return? 
 

 
 
We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
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Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. 
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  

 
 

Parashat Terumah: Summary  

Exodus 25:1-27:19 
God instructs Moses to collect gifts from the Israelites in order to build 
a Tabernacle so that God can dwell among the people; God describes 

to Moses the vessels and structures that comprise the Tabernacle. 

God has just told Moses “to come to the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, to receive 
God’s Commandments.” Moses goes up the mountain, and a cloud comes to cover it, hiding the 
mountain completely. On this mountain, within the presence of the Lord, Moses remained for 
forty days and nights. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/Moses.shtml?TSBI
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God first instructs Moses how to fashion a Dwelling Place, a sanctuary for God’s presence. 

“In this sanctuary,” God says, “the Israelites are to bring me gifts.” 

The gifts can be of any kind from any person whose heart moves them in a giving way. In this 
sanctuary, there shall be oil for the light and spices for the sweet incense and anointing oil. 

God continues, “And let the people make Me this sanctuary so that I may dwell among them. 
This is the pattern of how the Tabernacle and furniture is to be made. 

“The Ark must be a precise blend of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half 
wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay this Tabernacle with pure gold and golden rings and 
poles to carry the Ark. You shall make a cover of pure gold with two gold Cherubim on both 
ends of the cover. 

“Into the ark, you shall you put the Testimony which I, the Lord, will give you. There I will meet 
with you at appointed times. I will speak with you from above the Cover, from between the two 
cherubim on the Ark of the Testimony. 

“Make a table of acacia wood for the Ark and cover it with pure gold with a gold crown all 
around. Then adorn it with bowls, ladles, jars and jugs made of gold. Make also a pure gold 
menorah with six almond-blossom type branches and seven lamps to give light. 

“In the Tabernacle, enclose the Dwelling Place with ten curtains of fine twined linen of blue, 
purple and scarlet. Make the tabernacle with wooden planks and silver rings and stakes of 
copper.” 

Parashat Terumah: Discussion Questions 
1) God instructs Moses how to make a sanctuary for God’s presence. Can you describe 
different kinds of sanctuaries that are filled with God’s presence? 

2) Why is God so precise on the details of constructing the sanctuary and ark and tabernacle? 
What difference does it make what these look like and how they are made? 

3) Describe the most spiritual sanctuary you have visited. What made that sanctuary the most 
spiritual for you? 

4) In the sanctuary, God requests gift offerings of any kind from any person whose heart 
moves them in a giving way. What kind of gift offerings do you bring God from your heart? 

Haftarah for Terumah 1 Kings 5:26-6:13 
How to build a Temple: Follow the instruction book. 

Part of this Haftarah (Kings 1 8:2-21) is also read on the second day of Sukkot. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/The_Tabernacle.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Exodus/The_Tabernacle/Cherubim.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Sukkot.shtml
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In the Haftarah for Miketz a few weeks ago, Solomon was granted wisdom. The Bible takes 
great pains to repeatedly point out this event and does so at the introduction of every episode 
in which Solomon’s wisdom plays a relevant role. This week’s Haftarah opens with a reminder: 
“The Lord had given Solomon wisdom, as He had promised him” (Kings I 5:26). 

The narrative goes on to tell of the peace treaty between Israel and King Hiram of Tyre, who 
was to become one of Solomon’s greatest allies. Together, they would establish one of the 
most wide-ranging trade routes in the world at the time. 

The story continues by outlining Solomon’s plan to construct the Temple. In Parashat Terumah, 
the Torah outlines the plans and layout for the Mishkan, the Tabernacle in which the Ark was 
carried through the desert. Similarly, the haftarah for Terumah details, step by step, how many 
people were used in each job for the Temple’s construction. “Solomon employed 70,000 who 
carried the loads and 80,000 quarry workers in the hill country” (5:29) it reports and proceeds 
to tell how the builders “shaped and made ready the timber and stones for the building of the 
Temple” (5:32). 

The exact dimensions of the Temple, its windows, lattice, the winding staircase that led to the 
second and third stories, and even the dimensions of the porch are given. The text also gives 
details of the instruments utilized in the Temple’s construction: “no hammer or ax or any other 
iron tool” (6:7) was allowed to be used. 

When the Temple was completed, Solomon received a prophecy from God: “If you obey My 
statutes and carry out My rules of justice and take care to keep all My commandments, I will 
fulfill My promise, the one I made to your father David, and I will dwell among the people of 
Israel, and never forsake My people Israel” (6:12-13). 
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From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond 

WORDS OF WISDOM CHAPTER 24 

Receiving wisdom from HaShem, is both a necessity and a privilege. We 
cannot operate as we should, if we rely on our own wisdom or are 
influenced by the wisdom of those who oppose HaShem. We can become 
very hard hearted and full of pride if we allow ourselves to be deceived by 
opposing forces. We are blessed that HaShem has such love, patience and 
compassion for His Children and is ever willing to share His perfect wisdom 
for the sake of His people. Balaam received wisdom from HaShem through 
a donkey. If we consider this fact, that lesson should bring us down from 
any high horse we are riding. It is through these lessons of history that give 
us the opportunity to learn wisdom. Take for instance some of the prayers 
and instructions given and asked for in times past. 

“May You grant Your servant an understanding heart, to 
judge Your people, to distinguish between good and evil; for 
who can judge this formidable people of Yours?”  1Kings 3:9 
[AST] 

“And now, my children, listen to me. Happy are those who 
keep my ways. Listen to instruction and become wise, do not 
reject it.”  Proverbs 8:32-33 [NJB] 

“The ear attentive to wholesale correction finds itself at 
home in the company of the wise.”  Proverbs 15:31 [NJB] 
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“I am filled with love when HaShem listens to the sound of 
my prayer, when He bends down to hear me, as I 
call.”  Psalm 116:1 [NJB] 

Over and over, we read the importance of hearing what our Heavenly 
Father has to say to us. We also witness the joy of those who have their 
prayers answered by HaShem. 

We cannot stress enough the value in building a relationship with HaShem 
through prayer. Communication is the key to any strong relationship, and it 
is no different when it comes to building a relationship with HaShem. Our 
fathers of past generations who had a strong relationship with HaShem 
were always in constant prayer. Our sages were consistently in prayer and 
encouraged others to follow their examples. The Master Yeshua was 
always in prayer, communicating to the Father.  

“Then he parted from them, going a stone’s throw off, and 
knelt down to pray; Father, He said, if it pleases Thee, take 
away this chalice from before Me; only as Thy will is, not as 
Mine is.”  Luke 22:41-42 [NTB] 

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Yeshua got 
up, left, went away to a lonely spot and stayed there 
praying.”  Mark 1:35 [CJB] 

“After He had left them, He went into the hills to pray.”  Mark 
6:46 [CJB] 

Not only did Yeshua spend time in prayer He encouraged all children of 
Israel to follow His example. This of course is recorded in the book of 
Matthew. 

“So, you should pray like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, may 
Your name be held holy, Your kingdom come, Your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven those who are in 
debt to us. And do not put us to the test but save us from the 
Evil One.’”  Matthew 6:9-13 [NJB] 

We cannot overstate the importance of prayer in the life of the Children of 
Israel. We must be in constant contact with our Father through prayer. 
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Every aspect of our lives must be covered in prayer. Most could take a 
lesson from the Orthodox stream of Judaism. Spend some time with these 
people and you will quickly witness the importance of prayer in their lives. 
The prayers we offer to our Father must be authentic coming from the very 
depths of our souls. We must guard against offering our prayers by rote 
only, seeking applause from “men” that builds the deceit of self-importance. 
Our Father wants us to be completely honest with Him. This is common 
sense as He knows every detail of our lives. We can hide nothing from 
Him. He knows the desires of our hearts. It is us who have trouble knowing 
our hearts. 

“The heart is more devious than any other thing, and is 
depraved; who can pierce its secrets?”  Jeremiah 17:9 [NJB] 

 We are quickly given the answer to the above question! 

“I, Yahweh, search the heart, test the motives, to give each 
person what his conduct and actions deserve.”  Jeremiah 
17:10 [NJB] 

We must give an honest answer to the question – What does our heart 
actually desire? The Master Himself gave us a teaching we would well be 
advised to absorb. 

“For where your treasure is, that is where your heart will be 
too.”  Luke 12:34 [NJB] 

Only HaShem can change our hearts!  Only He can bring us to a position of 
faithfulness before Him. We must do our part; hence a major reason behind 
our free choice, but it is HaShem that completes the work. If our hearts are 
not healthy before Him, and we believe we are in a good position before 
Him, we deceive ourselves. Two truths we must be fully aware of are: 
Nothing takes HaShem by surprise and He cannot be deceived!  

Prayer opens the “Royal telephone” to HaShem. Perhaps currently I should 
have “Royal email”. None the less it opens the lines of communication. We 
have a High Priest, who mediates on our behalf, so we can have access to 
the Holy One of Israel, blessed be His Name.  

“For God is one, and there is but one Mediator between God 
and humanity, Yeshua the Messiah, himself human, who gave 
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himself as a ransom on behalf of all, thus providing 
testimony to God’s purpose at just the right time.”  1Timothy 
2:5-6 [CJB] 

Only the Children of Israel have this privilege, so why do we insist on trying 
to enter through some other means? We have access to The King, yet we 
are guilty of dismissing not only the opportunity, but far too often we 
dismiss Him altogether. As a nation we cannot survive without HaShem, 
and we cannot operate at our optimum without His wisdom and guiding 
Hand. Prayer precedes the gift of wisdom. Prayer must be a constant if we 
are to have a continuous flow of wisdom from HaShem. This is a lesson we 
must surely learn from our history.   

May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach 
be with you!  

 

This, that and the other … 

 
Kosher Food: What Makes Food Kosher or Not 

The word "kosher" literally means "fit" or "appropriate." 

Ask an average person to describe kosher food and they might say it is food “blessed by a 
rabbi.” The word “kosher,” however, is Hebrew for “fit” or “appropriate” and describes the 
food that is suitable for a Jew to eat. With its roots in the Hebrew Bible, the system of defining 
which foods are kosher was developed by the rabbis of late antiquity. Its application to 
changing realities has been the work of subsequent generations, including our own. 

Confused why kosher food is categorized as dairy, meat or pareve (neither meat nor dairy)? 
Scroll down for The 3 Categories of Kosher Foods. 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/culture/2/Languages/Hebrew.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible.shtml
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Kashrut’s Biblical and Talmudic Origins 

Close readers of the Torah might notice that according to the book of Genesis, vegetarianism 
was commanded by God as the ideal diet (see Genesis 1:29). However, in the course of the 
biblical narratives, this changed to include a variety of different animals. According to the Torah 
(Leviticus 11), only certain kinds of animals are considered inherently kosher. For land animals, 
any creature that both chews its cud and has split hooves is kosher. For sea creatures, any fish 
that has both fins and scales is acceptable, and for birds, only those birds approved by the 
Torah (or others that later authorities have judged to be like them, a list that excludes 
scavengers and birds of prey). In addition, it is repeated three times in the Torah that it is 
forbidden to cook a baby goat in its own mother’s milk. 

The rabbis in the Talmud further developed these principles of kashrut. In order to consume 
kosher land animals and birds, it is necessary to slaughter them in a prescribed way, in a 
manner that has been described as a more humane method than is practiced commercially. In 
addition, the prohibition of cooking a baby goat in its own mother’s milk is the basis for the 
complete, physical, hermetic separation of all milk and meat products. These are the 
fundamental elements of kashrut. 

Keeping Kosher Today 

All questions, problems or issues about keeping kosher ultimately revolve around the basic 
principles of kashrut described above. Usually, the questions have to do with the last basic 
element, the complete separation of milk and meat products. The use of different sets of dishes 
and pots and pans, developed in order to ensure a greater separation between milk and meat 
foods. This is also the basis of waiting several hours after eating a meat dish before eating a 
dairy product, so that the two types of food shouldn’t even mix together in our stomachs! 

Whether a particular food is considered kosher or not usually has to do with whether any 
substance or product used in its manufacture was derived from a non-kosher animal or even an 
animal that is kosher but was not slaughtered in the prescribed manner. Rabbinic supervision of 
the production of food (a practice called hashgacha) enables it to carry a “seal of approval” (but 
no, it is not “blessed by a rabbi”). 

The 3 Categories of Kosher Foods 

Dairy 

Often described with the Yiddish word milchig, these are foods, such as cheese, milk, yogurt, ice 
cream, etc. 

Meat 

Often referred to with the Yiddish word fleischig, this includes all kosher animals and fowl 
slaughtered in the prescribed manner, and their derivative products. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Torah/Genesis.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/beliefs/Theology/God.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Kashrut_Dietary_Laws/Kosher_Food/Animals.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/kosher-fish-list/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Rabbinics/Talmud.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Kashrut_Dietary_Laws/Keeping_Kosher/Waiting_Between_Meals.shtml
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Pareve 

A Yiddish word meaning “neutral,” this describes foods that are neither dairy nor meat, such as 
eggs and fish, tofu, nuts, seeds, fruits and vegetables, and the like, provided they are not 
prepared with any milk or meat products. 

In keeping kosher, it is necessary to keep all dairy and meat foods completely separate — 
which, unless one is vegetarian, necessitates separate sets of dishes and cooking utensils. 
Pareve foods, however, may be mixed in and served with either category of food since these 
foods are neither milk nor meat. 

 

 

 
PRAYER

 

 

Jewish Spiritual Crisis 
In America around the turn of the 20th century, Jews had the freedom 

to not observe religion and rabbis were scarce. 

East European Jews had to contend with a religious world radically different from the one they 
had known across the ocean. In Eastern Europe, Jews understood that for all of the difficulties 
that they faced, religion defined them; it was an inescapable element of their personhood. They 
were taxed as Jews and drafted as Jews. Religious affiliation was stamped into their passports 
and noted on their official documents. When they married or divorced it was done only 
according to Jewish law, by rabbis authorized by the state. 

Indeed, the state recognized Judaism as a legitimate minority faith. Those who sought to 
observe Jewish laws and customs faced almost no difficulty in doing so, while those who sought 
to cast off Jewish identity entirely could not do so unless they converted. 

Separating State & Synagogue 
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The situation in the United States was entirely different. Indeed, what made immigration so 
dangerous, from the perspective of traditional European Judaism, was that religion in America 
was a purely private and voluntary affair, totally outside of the state’s purview. Nobody forced 
Jews to specify their religion; they were taxed and drafted as human beings only. When a Jew 
married or divorced in America, it was state law, not Jewish law, that governed the procedure; 
rabbinic involvement was optional. 

Indeed, rabbis enjoyed no official status whatsoever in the United States. As a result, Judaism 
proved easy enough to abandon, but in the absence of state support, difficult to observe 
scrupulously. 

Partly because of this situation, rabbis could provide immigrants with very little guidance in 
making the transition from old world to new. In fact, very few East European rabbis even 
immigrated to America in the 1880s and 1890s. Rabbi Moses Weinberger, one of these few, 
claimed in 1887 that in all of New York City there were no more than "three of four" rabbis with 
the highest level of ordination, allowing them to issue rabbinic decisions based on Jewish law–
this in what was already the largest Jewish community in the world. According to another 
source, there were but 200 rabbis of any kind (including Reform rabbis) nationwide in 1890–
fewer than one for every 2,000 Jews. 

"Sheep Without a Shepherd." 

From a rabbinic perspective, this was a disaster; one rabbi compared immigrants to "sheep 
without a shepherd." From the perspective of the immigrant "sheep," however, the absence of 
rabbinic "shepherds" seemed no more problematic than it was to rabbi-less American Jews of 
earlier eras. Indeed, the immigrants seem to have taken their newfound freedom in stride, 
which explains why they failed to pay or treat their all-too-scarce rabbis any better than they 
did. 

In New York City, Rabbi Weinberger reported (based in part on personal experience) that 
immigrant rabbis found positions "only after a great deal of trouble and effort," and even then 
they lived "penuriously," their small salaries "barely cover [ingl their basic human needs." He 
counseled Jews of his type to "stay home." 

Rabbi Abba Hayim Levinson’s experience gave credence to this advice. The poor rabbi trudged 
all the way up to Rochester, New York, in 1883 to offer his services to the city’s East European 
Orthodox community. Yet, although there was no Orthodox rabbi for miles around, Beth Israel 
Congregation elected him by only a single vote and then offered him a paltry salary of $150–far 
less (as offers many another rabbi also learned to his chagrin) than the $400 paid to the same 
congregation’s cantor. 

In part, this mistreatment may be blamed on the fact that East European Jews were not used to 
paying for rabbis–back home that was the job of the government or of the organized Jewish 
community. Some immigrants also harbored longstanding grudges against rabbis based on bad 
experiences with coercive rabbinic authorities in their home countries. 
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Even those with no personal ax to grind found that the East European model of the rabbinate 
was difficult to transplant to America. In Eastern Europe, rabbis tended to define their 
responsibilities communally; they looked to serve all Jews in a particular territory. In America, 
organized Jewish communities on the European model did not exist and congregationalism 
ruled supreme; rabbis were expected to meet the needs of the synagogue members who paid 
their salaries. 

Everyone a Rabbi (or No One) 

Democracy, America’s entrancing egalitarian ideal, also worked against rabbis’ interests, it 
undermined the deferential social structure that Jews had one accepted, and it subverted 
rabbis’ time-honored scholarly prerogatives. Men devoid of learning and piety, even boorish 
hand laborers who in their native lands would likely have received scant attention, now felt 
themselves to be the rabbi’s equal. Some went so far as to usurp rabbinic prerogatives, setting 
themselves up as teachers, preachers, ritual circumcisers, and (until a change in the law made 
this illegal) marriage officiators. 

Precisely for this reason, many a rabbi and scholar described America as an "upside down 
world" and recoiled from it. Even some rabbis who had come to America prior to 1900, like 
Rabbi Weinberger himself, later abandoned the rabbinate and went into business. 

The upshot was the collapse among immigrants of spiritual life as East European Jews had 
traditionally known it, parallel to what had happened in the early 19th-century America, when 
old religious structures gave way in the face of revolutionary changes. Henceforward, 
latitudinarianism [freedom of opinion on religious matters] reigned supreme in Jewish 
immigrant circles: Jews could practice their faith as they saw fit, without rabbinic intrusion. 

The best evidence of this collapse may be seen in the astonishing number of immigrant Jews 
who failed to attend synagogue. Numerous surveys between 1900 and 1917 found that the 
number of "unsynagogued" Jews exceeded the number of "synagogued" ones by a wide 
margin. "Out of the estimated Jewish population of one million persons, or two hundred 
thousand families in the United States, four-fifths are ‘unchurched,’" the American Jewish 
Yearbook calculated in 1900. Some of these, of course, were native-born Jews, but the 
overwhelming majority were not. 
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Hebrew -  ִעְבִרי 

 Word (s) of the Week 

ַעְבד      ִניְוַיַֽ
Vih-Yah-Ahv-Doo-Nee 

 
And Serve or Worship (Referring to God) 

 
 

      
 

A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

A short, skinny Jew walks into a lumber camp looking for a job. To impress 
the skeptical foreman, he chops down a towering oak tree in 90 seconds. 

“Wow! Where’d you learn to do that?” the foreman asks. 

“In the Sahara Forest,” he replies. 

“You mean the Sahara Desert,” says the foreman. 

The little Jew looks him in the eye and says, “Sure, now it’s a desert.” 
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This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup 

 

Sumac Chicken and Rice Recipe 
If you’re like me, you will constantly ask yourself the same question every week: “What should I 
make for Shabbat this week?” I like changing things up from week to week but that’s not always 
easy to do since I get home only moments before dinnertime each Friday. When I know that it’s 
going to be a bit too late to make a nice Shabbat dinner, I make this go-to chicken and rice dish. 
It looks gorgeous, tastes incredible, comes together in no time, and you can make it all in one 
pan that goes straight into the oven. Could you really ask for more? Well, there is more…you 
can assemble this a day ahead of time and throw it in the oven when you get home. Yes, it is a 
Shabbat dream come true.  

Sumac, that beautiful reddish-purple, tangy spice has more uses than you can imagine. I seem 
to use it in every recipe that I use lemon in like salad dressings, over fish, on avocado toast, and 
on chicken. 

It not only gives this chicken a gorgeous hue but rubbing the spice mix under the skin of the 
chicken ensures that the flavor penetrates into the meat. Don’t skip that step! 

The rice that the chicken sits on top isn’t your basic white rice either. It’s tossed with turmeric, 
pine nuts and berberis (or barberries). These little dried berries are tangy and bring a beautiful 
pop of color to the rice. If you cannot find them, you can substitute them out for cranberries. 
This method of cooking the chicken on top of the rice is insanely good. All of the good chicken 
juices drip onto the rice that just soaks them all up. 

http://www.thekitchn.com/ingredient-spotlight-barberrie-74959
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Make this for any holiday–it’s not just for Shabbat dinner! It can feed a crowd if you double the 
recipe too with no additional effort. 

Ingredients 
For the spice rub: 

¼ cup sumac 

zest from 1 lemon 

1 tsp salt 

¼ tsp white pepper (black pepper is fine too) 

6 pieces bone-in, skin-on chicken legs (drumstick & thigh) or chicken breast 

3 cups basmati or jasmine rice 

½ cup pine nuts 

3 Tbsp berberis, dried cranberries or cherries 
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1 tsp turmeric 

½ tsp salt 

2 Tbsp olive oil 

1 red onion, cut in ½ inch thick slices 

1 lemon, cut in 1/4-inch round slices 

4 ½ cups (32 fl oz) chicken stock 

olive oil 

Directions 
Pre-heat the oven to 400˚F with the rack in the middle. 

Make the spice rub by combining the sumac, lemon zest, salt and white 
pepper in a small bowl. 

Rub the spice mix under the skin and on top of the pieces of chicken. 

In a roasting pan, combine the rice, pine nuts, berberis, turmeric, salt and 2 
tablespoons of olive oil until the rice is a beautiful yellow color. Press the 
rice down so it’s pretty flat. 

Top the rice with the slices of red onion and lay the chicken pieces on top of 
the onions. Top each piece of chicken with a lemon slice. 

If you are assembling ahead of time and roasting later, this is the point you 
will want to cover the roasting pan with tin foil or lid and set in the fridge. 

Pour the stock around the chicken onto the rice. Drizzle the chicken with a 
decent amount of olive oil. 

Cover the roasting pan tightly with tin foil and place it in the oven. Roast for 
40 minutes. Remove the foil and continue roasting for an additional 20-25 
minutes until the chicken is cooked through and the rice has soaked up all of 
the liquids. 
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 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
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