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TOLMM WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  
for 4-15-23  SHEMINI 

 
 Ministry News 

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU WOULD LIKE PEOPLE ON THE LIST TO 
PRAY FOR YOU CAN SEND THEM TO US AT TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG OR BY 
TEXT MESSAGE TO 575 644-7706 AND I WILL SEND THEM BY EMAIL ONLY. 
 
Remember that you can support the work of Tree of Life Messianic Ministries 
with a donation made via PayPal or by check to PO Box 467, Organ, NM 88052. 
Your donation helps our continued outreach to inmates and the time it takes to 
put this Newsletter together.  
 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
 
Tree of Life Messianic Ministries primarily focuses on its Prison Ministry and 
helping form groups in the prisons. TOLMM also seeks to help Home Groups and 
offers a covering for Home Groups and the combined experience of leadership 
from Rabbi Philip Hammond and Rabbi Mordecai Silver. Group leaders can 
receive recognition as Elders under TOLMM, which will help in an advisory role. 

mailto:TOLMM@ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG


2 
 

Your support is needed for the Prison Ministry due to continuing rising costs. 
We now have an Affiliate in Australia. 
 

HOME GROUPS, CONGREGATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SEEKING FELLOWSHIP… 
 
Shawn Warren lives in Arizona. If you know of someone who is looking for a 
group in that area, please let me know and I will send the information to Shawn. 
Elder Shawn Warren is an Elder affiliated with TOLMM and helps with one-on-
one correspondence with inmates in our Prison Ministry Outreach. He also 
encourages people to contact us about affiliating with TOLMM through Home 
Groups and our help to group leaders. 
 
Gabriel Martinez has a home group in El Paso (different area). If interested let 
me know and I will send him the information. Gabriel is an Elder affiliated with 
TOLMM as is his Home Group, Ohr Ha’Brit Messianic Assembly. 
 
There is a new Home Group in Las Cruces. For more information email 
tolmm@etz-chayim.org. 
 
Michael and Gayle Michelucci are forming a new Home Group in Idaho. 
 
Rabbi Phillip Hammond has a Zoom Bible Study and a Erev Shabbat and Shabbat 
Service on Zoom Friday evening and Saturday morning at 11:00am. Rabbi 
Hammond is in Australia and the time difference would be 5:00pm Friday 
Mountain Time. Rabbi Hammond is looking into starting a men’s group focused 
in the United States. You can contact Rabbi Hammond at Philip@etz-
chayim.org. Rabbi Hammond is now affiliated with Rabbi Mordecai Silver and 
his ministry, Tree of Life Messianic Ministries. Check out Rabbi Hammond at 
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/.  
 
We thank you for your support. Blessings in Messiah Yeshua, 
Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph. D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, Ph.D. and our team 

 
 
 
 

mailto:tolmm@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
mailto:Philip@etz-chayim.org
https://www.etz-chayim.org/australia-affiliate/
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General News 
 
TO SEARCH FOR MY BOOKS ON AMAZON ENTER “BOOKS BY RAV MORDECAI 
SILVER”. MINE ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT FORMAT ONLY. I HAVE TWO NEW 
BOOKS ON AMAZON: RAV SHA’UL AND REFLECTIONS ON TORAH. TO SEE 
MORDECAI’S BOOKS GO TO: HTTPS://WWW.ETZ-CHAYIM.ORG/SHOP-OUR-
STORE/PRINT-AND-KINDLE-BOOKS/ 
 
FOR RABBI HAMMOND’S BOOK GO TO AMAZON.COM AS WELL. 
 
CHECK OUT RABBI MORDECAI SILVERS 3 YEARS OF VIDEO TEACHINGS ON THE 
TORAH PORTIONS AND FESTIVALS ON YOUTUBE. 
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MESSIANIC TEACHING ON THE WEEKLY TORAH, 
HAFTARAH, AND APOSTOLIC SCRIPTURE 

PORTIONS… 
 
 

 
 

MESSAGE FOR 4-15-23 
SHEMINI 

 
Message originally shared 4/25/98 

Sh'Mini - Eighth 
Lev. 9:1-11:47 

2 Sam. 6:1-7:17 
Heb. 7:1-19 

 
Leviticus 9:1 
It was on the eighth day, Moses summoned Aaron and his sons, and 
the elders of Israel. 
 
The name of a Torah portion indicates its content. Thus, although this 
week's portion, Shemini (lit. "Eighth"), speaks of many different topics, all 
are somehow related to the central theme of eight. 
 
Leviticus 9:22-23 
Aaron raised his hands toward the people and blessed them; then he 
descended from having performed the sin offering, the burnt offering, 
and the peace offering. Moses and Aaron came to the Tent of Meeting, 
and they went out and they blessed the people--and the glory of 
Hashem appeared to the entire people! 
 
2 Samuel 6:18 
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When David had finished bringing up the elevation offering and the 
peace offerings, he blessed the people with the Name of HaShem, 
Master of Legions 
 
The "eighth" referred to in Shemini is the eighth day of the Sanctuary's 
consecration. In last week's portion we read about the first seven days of 
consecration, but they are not mentioned here. 
 
The name of our portion is not "The Eighth Day" but rather "Eighth," for it 
alludes to a broader principle. The number eight is symbolic of a level 
higher than this world, denoting that which transcends creation. There are 
many things in the physical world that occur in "sevens"; the number seven 
belongs to the natural order. Spirituality, by contrast, is higher than the 
physical world and the number seven, and so is represented by the number 
eight. 
 
The intent behind the creation of the world is that it becomes permeated 
with God's presence, a process that is accomplished when work to change 
ourselves, to put on the new things of God. The world was created for the 
purpose of combining the "eight" - spirituality - with the "seven" -the 
material world, which is another way of saying bringing Godliness into 
creation. 
 
Shemini represents a higher level - the level that follows the seven days of 
preparation. For it was on the eighth day that the Ruach HaKodesh came 
down to rest on the Sanctuary - the successful fusion of spirituality (eight) 
with the material world (seven). 
 
Leviticus 11:1; 44-46 
Hashem spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them. 44: For I am 
HaShem your God--you are to sanctify yourselves and you shall 
become holy, for I am holy; and you shall not contaminate 
yourselves…45: For I am HaShem Who elevates you from the land of 
Egypt to be a God unto you; you shall be holy, for I am holy. 46: This 
is the law of the animal, the bird, every living creature that swarms in 
the water, and for every creature that teems on the ground… 
 
The subject of kosher and non-kosher animals teaches us that every detail 
in the world relates to our service of God. Even the animals were created 
by God for the purpose of enabling us to refine the world and ourselves at 
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large. Accordingly, this topic is directly related to the number eight and the 
Torah portion of Shemini, for it expresses the concept of bringing Godliness 
into the physical world by following the Word of God-Y'shua. 
 
2 Samuel 7:12-16 
12: When your days are complete and you lie with your forefathers, I 
shall raise up after you your offspring who will issue from your loins, 
and I shall make his kingdom firm. 13: He shall build a Temple for My 
sake, and I shall make firm the throne of his kingdom forever. 14: I 
shall be a Father unto him, and he shall be a son unto Me, so that 
when he sins I will chastise him with the rod of men and with 
afflictions of human beings. 15: But My kindness will not be removed 
from him as I removed it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 
16: Your dynasty and your kingdom will remain steadfast before you 
for all time; your throne will remain firm forever. 
 
Hebrews 7:1; 4-7 
1: This is Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, a cohen of G-d HaElyon, met 
Avraham on his way back from the slaughter of the kings and blessed 
him 4: Just think how great he was! Even the Patriarch Avraham gave 
him a tenth of the choicest spoils. 5: Now the descendants of L'vi who 
became cohanim have a commandment in the Torah to take a tenth of 
the income of the people, that is, from their own brothers, despite the 
fact that they too are descended from Avraham. 6: But Malki-Tzedek, 
even though he was not descended from L'vi, took a tenth from 
Avraham. Also, he blessed Avraham, the man who received G-d's 
promises; 7: and it is beyond all dispute that the one who blesses has 
higher status than the one who receives the blessing. 
 
I recently read about a survey conducted by the American Jewish 
Committee. Some of the responses alarmed me, particularly when 
participants were asked what shaped their Jewish identity. More people 
responded, "the Holocaust" than "holiday celebrations," twice as many who 
said "Jewish study." Furthermore, more people seemed to be concerned 
about anti-Semitism than about the issue of Jewish continuity. 
 
Thursday, 27 Nissan-23 April, is Yom HaShoah, a day designated by the 
Israeli government for recollection of the Holocaust. Our tradition has 
always recalled tragedies throughout our history on Tisha B'Av - the Tisha 
B'Av prayer book includes selections on the expulsion from Spain, the 
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Crusades, and the pogroms, and now 'kinos' have been written about the 
Holocaust as well - but today Yom HaShoah is observed by more Jews 
than Tisha B'Av itself, or even joyous days like Sukkot or Shavuot! 
 
This should lead us to wonder whether we have permitted ourselves to be 
overcome by bitterness and painful communal memories. Have we 
accepted the truth that God loves us and remains close to us, regardless of 
tragic events? A failure to do so has tremendous ramifications: it should not 
surprise us, if the Holocaust is the primary force shaping Jewish identity, 
that so many of our young people would as soon not be Jewish. 
 
Please don't think that I'm dismissing the magnitude of the Holocaust. 
Having personally met many survivors, I have heard amazing stories of 
pain and heroism. Yet I just saw a beautiful quote: "Fighting evil is a very 
noble activity when it must be done. But it is not our mission in life. Our job 
is to bring in more light." 
 
Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner writes in a letter that the Jewish people are 
described as both "Am S'ridei Charev," a nation of refugees of the sword, 
and also as "Am M'Dushnei Oneg," a nation brimming with pleasure. We 
cannot allow our identity to be overwhelmed by either of the two. 
 
Rabbi Zvi Elimelech Hertzberg devoted himself to supporting and helping 
orphaned survivors after the war, many of whom still attend his old 
synagogue and remain close to the family. One of them became the Tokea, 
the "shofar-blower", in the synagogue when Rav Hertzberg learned that he 
had blown shofar while in Auschwitz. And today? The same survivor, now 
over 70, teaches a class in Talmud in the synagogue. God remains close to 
us. We cannot allow painful history, personal or communal, to overwhelm 
the tremendous positive nature of being believers, of growing as believers.  
 
Hebrews 7:17 
You are a cohen FOREVER, to be compared with Malki-Tzedek. 
 
Psalm 110:4 
HaShem has sworn and will not relent, "You shall be a priest forever, 
because you are a king of righteousness. 
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We include a Traditional Torah Commentary and my Messianic Commentary. The 
reason for this is so you can see a Messianic Perspective and a Traditional 
Jewish one. Remember to use discernment in approaching Traditional Jewish 
teachings as they do not recognize Yeshua as the Messiah. There are various 
ideas in traditional Jewish circles about the Messiah and even that there is no 
Messiah, the thinking in Reform Judaism. So, please be careful to balance the 
teachings. 
 
We do not agree with the Jewish position on Yeshua, but Believers need to know 
the Jewish thinking on Yeshua and not buy into this thinking and forsake faith in 
our Messiah. For those who say they would never do this, we must beg to differ, 
because we have seen it over our lives as Jewish Believer’s in Yeshua. We have 
been Believer’s in Messiah Yeshua for decades. We have seen a lot and had many 
discussions with our fellow Jews and non-Jews who ultimately turned away from 
Yeshua because they steeped themselves in Jewish teachings. One does not 
come out of either traditional Judaism or Christianity and come into the 
Messianic walk, and then going back, or into, traditional Judaism. There are many 
good things in Judaism but denying Yeshua as Messiah is not one of them. 
Berachot (Blessings), Rabbi Mordecai Silver, Ph.D., and Rabbi Philip Hammond, 
Ph.D. 

 
A TRADITIONAL JEWISH PARASHAH  

AND HAFTARAH COMMENTARY  

 
 

Parashat Shmini: Summary Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
After the dedication of the Tabernacle and the ordination of the priests, two of 

Aaron's sons bring a strange fire before God and are consumed by fire; God then 
instructs Moses and Aaron regarding which animals may be eaten. 

The Lord had just commanded Moses to tell Aaron and his sons about the different offerings 
and specific rituals to be given in the Tent of Appointed Meeting. Aaron and his sons were 
required to remain at the entrance of the Tent of Appointed Meeting for seven days and nights. 
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On the eighth day, Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel. Moses told 
Aaron to gather specific animal and grain offerings and bring them before the Lord. 

They brought the offerings to the front of the Tent of Appointed Meeting. The entire 
community came forward and stood before the Lord. Moses said, “This is what the Lord has 
commanded that you do so that the glory of God will reveal itself to you.” Then Moses said to 
Aaron, “As the Lord commands, come forward to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and 
your burnt offering. Then sacrifice the people’s offering for their atonement.” 

Aaron sacrificed the animals, then lifted his hands toward the people and blessed them. Then 
Aaron and Moses went inside the Tent of Appointed Meeting. When they came out again, they 
blessed the people, and the glory of God revealed itself to all the people. Fire went forth from 
before God and consumed the burnt offering and the fat parts on the altar. And all the people 
saw, and shouted for joy, and fell on their faces. 

Now Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each took his fire pan, put fire into it and placed incense 
upon it. Then they brought before God strange fire that God had not enjoined upon them. Then 
fire went forth from before God and consumed them and they died before God. 

Moses said to Aaron, “This is what God said, ‘I will be sanctified through those who are nearest 
Me, thus I will be honored before the entire peoples.’” Aaron was silent. 

They carried Aaron’s sons from the Sanctuary to outside the camp. Moses said to Aaron, “Don’t 
show your mourning, lest God become angry with the entire community. But know well that 
your brethren, the entire House of Israel, shall bewail the burning that God has kindled. Do not 
leave this place in the Sanctuary, for God’s anointing oil is upon you.” 

Then God spoke to Aaron, saying, “Drink no intoxicating wine when you or your sons enter the 
Tent of Appointed Meeting so that you may not die. This is a law for all time throughout your 
generations to distinguish between the sacred and the profane, the contaminated and the 
pure.” 

The Laws of Kashrut 

Then Moses told Aaron’s remaining sons to make an offering to God. Afterwards, God spoke to 
Moses and to Aaron, telling them to state the following to the Israelite people: 

These are the creatures that you may eat from among all the land animals: any animal that has 
true hooves, with clefts through the hoofs, and that chews the cud, you may eat. The following 
animals who either chew the cud or have true hooves, you shall not eat: the camel, the rabbit, 
the hare, and the pig. You shall not eat of their flesh nor touch their carcasses. They are unclean 
to you. 

From the waters, seas and rivers, you may eat all creatures except what does not have fins and 
scales. They are an abomination to you. You shall not eat of their flesh. 
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And these you shall hold in abomination from among the fowl; they shall not be eaten: the 
eagle, the vulture, the kite, falcons and ravens of every variety, the ostrich, the sea gull, any 
variety of hawk and owls, the pelican, the stork, herons of every variety, the hoopoe and the 
bat. 

All winged swarming things that go upon four legs are an abomination to you. Only those 
insects that have above their feet, jointed legs to leap with on the ground may you eat, such as 
locusts, crickets and grasshoppers of every variety. All other winged swarming things that have 
four legs shall be an abomination to you. 

All animals that walk on paws, among those that walk on fours, are unclean for you. Also 
unclean are those living things that creep on the earth, such as the mole, the mouse, lizards, 
crocodiles, and chameleons. Whoever touches anything unclean, whether directly, by cloth or 
by container, they shall remain unclean until evening. Then they shall be clean. 

And everything that creeps upon the earth, it is an abomination and shall not be eaten. 
Whatever goes upon the belly, upon four legs or many legs, all creeping things are an 
abomination. 

You shall not make yourselves unclean by eating these things. For I the Lord am your God: you 
shall sanctify yourselves and be holy, for I am holy. For I, the Lord God, who brought you up 
from the land of Egypt to be your God, you shall be holy for I am holy. 

Parashat Shmini Discussion Questions 

1) Why does what we eat make a difference to God? 

2) Do you ever think about what you are eating as unclean or clean? Why or why not? 

3) How did you feel when God appears to kill two of Aaron’s sons? 

4) What does God mean by proclaiming, “You shall be holy for I am holy?” How is God holy? 
How are you holy? 

Haftarah for Shmini 
David brings the Holy Ark to Jerusalem, Samuel II 6:1-7:17. 

In this week’s Torah portion, Nadav and Avihu bring “strange fire” to the Tabernacle as an 
offering. But as God never asked for this offering, they are punished with death. Similarly, in 
the Haftarah for Parashat Shmini we read about an event where someone tried to interfere 
with the Holy Ark, against God’s will, and was duly punished. 

As the haftarah begins, King David is gathering up his best men–30,000 of them. He is making 
preparations to move the Ark from the house of Abinadav, where David had been keeping it 
safe, to its proper resting place in Jerusalem. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Weekly_Torah_Portion/shemini_summary.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/King_David.shtml
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The legions load the Ark onto a cart driven by Abinadav’s sons, Uzah and Ahio. The 30,000 
Israelites make a grand celebration as they escort the Ark, dancing and playing instruments. But 
the party passes by a,farm, and the oxen jostle the cart. Uzah reaches out to steady the Ark 
and–because of this, and despite his good intentions–he is instantly killed by God because he 
touched the Ark. 

Somewhat understandably, this terrifies David. “How can I let the Ark of the Eternal come to 
me?” he asks (6:9), fearing that if the mere act of touching led to the death of Uzah, bringing it 
to David’s capital city might be a recipe for his own annihilation. So, David leaves the Ark for 
three months at the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 

After those three months, we are told that “the Eternal blessed him (Obed-Edom) and all his 
family” (6:12), so David decides to try bringing the Ark to Jerusalem a second time. David takes 
extra precautions this time. With his legion of Ark-lifters, he makes a sacrificial offering after 
every six steps. 

A Chilly Welcome 

When they reach the City of David, Mihal–one of David’s wives and the daughter of Saul, 
David’s predecessor as king and long-time rival–sees the parade of dancing Israelites, with King 
David dancing at the head. She emerges and sarcastically scolds David: “The King of Israel really 
honored himself today! He showed himself off before every slave-girl like an empty-headed 
lout!” (6:20) 

David retorts that he is dancing in order to honor God–the same God who chose him, and not 
Saul, to be king. Meanwhile, Mihal was cursed with childlessness for her snide remarks. 

Plans for the Temple 

After the Ark is brought to Jerusalem, David bemoans the fact that it resides in a temporary 
dwelling, and not in a permanent Temple. David points out the irony to Nathan the prophet: 
“Look, now–I live in a cedar palace, while the Ark of the Eternal stays in a tent!” (7:2). 

That night, Nathan receives a prophecy in which God praises David’s good faith but denies him 
permission to build the Temple. After David’s eventual death, God promises, David’s son will 
build the Temple and God will establish David and his line as royalty forever. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Modern_Holidays/Yom_Yerushalayim/Centrality_of_Jerusalem/Heavenly_Jerusalem.shtml
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From the Desk of  

Rabbi Philip Hammond 

WORDS OF WISDOM CHAPTER 31 

Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “The task that we Americans now face will test 

us to the uttermost. Never before have we been called upon for such a 

prodigious effort. Never before have we had so little time in which to do so 

much.” 

This was an important statement for an important time. Yet how much more 

important would this statement become if we wrote the following, “The task 

that we CHILDREN OF ISRAEL now face will test us to the uttermost. 

Never before have we been called upon for such a prodigious effort. Never 

before have we had so little time in which to do so much.”  

Make no mistake the task that lies ahead for the Children of Israel is no 

small task. That task, [as mentioned on many occasions] is to be a Light to 

the Nations. This charter is something that we have failed to undertake as a 

people! Unless we become a cohesive nation, a people joined together 

through our FAITHFULNESS to HaShem, the Holy One of Israel, then we 

will no doubt continue on our wayward journey.  

Self interest lies at the root of our behaviour. This has been our problem 

since Adam and Chava partook of the “forbidden fruit”.  

“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make 
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one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 

husband with her and he ate.”  Genesis 3:6 [NASB] 

Overcoming the results of the above account is a daily battle for most of us. 

We are required to recognise this, but we are also required to handle the 

situation within a biblical framework. In other words, we are to address our 

sin according to the Torah of The Almighty.  

This is one key reason we at JSI encourage people to see that you cannot 

separate Yeshua HaMoshiach and biblical Torah. You cannot have one 

without the other. Self-interest and human wisdom would have you believe 

such nonsense, but the Holy One of Israel is not beholden to the wisdom of 

humans. Torah leads you to Yeshua and believe it or not Yeshua leads you 

to Torah, a “code” He wants and expects us to live by.  

How can we be a united nation, if each one of us lives by what we see as 

right in our own eyes? When it comes to living correctly as Children of 

Israel, we must follow the direction, teachings, and commandments of The 

Master. Yeshua addressed a very similar situation as recorded in John. 

22 Then came Hanukkah in Yerushalayim. It was winter, 23 and 
Yeshua was walking around inside the Temple area, in Shlomo’s 
Colonnade. 24 So the Judeans surrounded him and said to him, 
“How much longer are you going to keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us publicly!” 25 Yeshua answered them, “I 
have already told you, and you don’t trust me. The works I do in 
my Father’s name testify on my behalf, 26 but the reason you don’t 
trust is that you are not included among my sheep. 27 My sheep 
listen to my voice, I recognize them, they follow me, 28 and I give 
them eternal life. They will absolutely never be destroyed, and no 
one will snatch them from my hands. 29 My Father, who gave them 
to me, is greater than all; and no one can snatch them from the 
Father’s hands. 30 I and the Father are one.”  John 10:22-30 [CJB] 

Once again, we ask the question: “Whose voice are we listening too”? Are 

we listening to our own overbearing voices, thus crowding out the voice of 

Yeshua, or are we actually listening to the voice of Yeshua and engaged in 

following His teachings as given through the Torah?  
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FAITHFULNESS in Yeshua is born out through the embracing and 

application of Torah! Folks you cannot be faithful to Yeshua and engage in 

Mistletoe and Santa Clause! You cannot be faithful to Yeshua and dismiss 

the Sabbath and the Moedim [Appointed times] of the Father as outlined in 

Leviticus. Institutions, individuals are free to go their own way, of this there 

is no doubt. However, if you regard yourself as a Child of The Almighty, as 

a citizen of biblical Israel, then you are required to accept the constitution of 

Israel, as outlined by our Father and confirmed by Yeshua. Again, allow me 

to strongly reiterate, that the acceptance of Torah and trying to live thereby 

are not to earn salvation but to show our faithfulness to our Father and 

Redeemer through obedience.  

One cannot but be reminded of the words Miriam spoke at the wedding in 

Kanah, when she said, “Do whatever He tells you”. Are not these words 

appropriate for us all? Yet we continue to disobey His instructions on a 

constant basis.   

We are wasting valuable time with useless arguments against The 

Almighty. The challenge we have is, who do we obey? The answer is of 

course the Father, but the real challenge is, who is speaking the Word of 

The Almighty? Torah provides the answers. If someone in priestly 

garments insists that you worship on the 1st day of the week over and 

above the 7th, who do you obey? If someone with a PhD in theology tells 

you that the “Christian Church” is the new Israel, are you going to blindly 

follow such a theory? If someone with a title tells you that Yeshua was just 

a good man with a misguided belief system, are you going to take that on 

board as truth?  

We began this chapter with a quote from Franklin D. Roosevelt, in an 

attempt to awaken us to the realities of how much work we have to do and 

how little time we may have to do it. HaShem has a program set out for His 

Children to follow. A program that will train us to complete the task He has 

ordained for the Children of Israel. Our Father is the Master Coach, and He 

has provided the perfect example and Captain for us to embrace and 

follow, yet we continue to rebel against this program and reject this 

Captain.  
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We finish with a statement spoken by Yeshua and ask the question, “Are 

these words valid for us today?” 

 Yerushalayim! Yerushalayim! You kill the prophets! You 

stone those who are sent to you! How often I wanted to 

gather your children, just as a hen gathers her chickens 

under her wings, but you refused!       Matthew 23:37 [CJB] 

May the grace, love and wisdom of HaShem and Yeshua HaMoshiach 
be with you!  

 

 

Insights into Judaism 

 
Mechitzah: Separate Seating in the Synagogue 
A curtain or other divider separates men and women while they pray 

in some synagogues. 

The mechitzah is the physical barrier separating the men’s section and women’s section of an 
Orthodox synagogue. 

In Orthodox congregations, men and women are not permitted to sit together during prayer 
services. The height of the mechitzah varies, and it can be a curtain, screen or even shelving or 
plants. In some synagogues, instead of being divided by a mechitzah, the women’s section is in 
the balcony and the men’s section is on the main floor of the sanctuary. 

Origins of the Mechitzah 

It is unclear exactly when mechitzahs came into use, and the halachic (Jewish law) issues are 
equally ambiguous. The wording of the Talmudic texts is unclear, and the codes nowhere 



16 
 

explicitly require a mechitzah. There is neither a direct prohibition nor a direct requirement. 
Maimonides refers to the women’s section in his compilation of laws dealing with the ancient 
Temple and not in the section dealing with prayer and synagogue. Other medieval texts 
specifically mention using a partition for public occasions such as the rabbi’s lecture. 

Responses to Reform’s Family Pews 

The Mordekhai, a 13th-century German rabbinic authority, states specifically (Shab. 311) that a 
screen could be set up for such a purpose even on Shabbat. (One might question whether this 
permission to erect something on the Sabbath, an ordinarily forbidden act, might not indicate 
the absence of a permanent mechitzah in the synagogue.) It was not until the modern period, 
when the Reform Movement first removed the mechitzah and later instituted family pews, that 
Orthodox responsa explicitly requiring a mechitzah for prayer services were written. Orthodox 
decisors today all agree that one can only pray in a synagogue with separate seating and a 
mechitzah. 

The halachic process surrounding this one issue involves many levels of interpretation, 
differential weighting of sources, a variety of reasons, and a serious difference of opinion 
concerning women’s “disturbing” presence during prayer. In the last 150 years, the issue of a 
separation has taken on political overtones that impinge on the legal ones. 

The legal questions raised are fascinating and begin with the ambiguous sources relied upon. 

The primary text is the Talmudic discussion of Mishnah Sukkah 5 :2 , which states that on 

Simhat Beit ha-Sho’evah (the water-drawing festival, during Sukkot) they went into the 
women’s section and made a great improvement (repair) or a major enactment (u-matkinim 

sham tikkun gadol).There are other Mishnaic references such as Middot 2:5, and Sanhedrin  

:5 , that add to the picture, but the Talmudic discussion in Sukkah 51a ,b-52a is the most 

elaborate. 

What exactly was the “new enactment”? The legal decision to separate the men and women is 

clear in the Talmudic discussion in Sukkah 51a-52a , but the questions as to how, why, and 

when remain. Was this reform, according to the Talmud, only for that one holiday, when levity 
reached a level that moral laxity was feared? Or does the Talmudic use of the text 

of Zechariah 12: 12-14 , which relates that men and women were separated for mourning, 

indicate a known policy on the separation of men and women? What is the legal relationship of 
that text to other biblical texts in which men and women mingle at public celebrations? 

Furthermore, if men and women were separated for mourning, how is it that women still 
performed officially as wailers? Is that text, then, extend-able to all moments of holiness such 
as prayer? How did the Sages institute something new for. the Temple? Even with the 
agreement of a special court of 71, how could any changes be made when 1 Chronicles contains 
the injunction ha-kol be-khtav (all this in writing), which prohibits any change to the Temple 
structure? Given even that a physical structure is necessary, will only a balcony suffice? 
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Consideration of all the above questions, plus other factors such as the equation of synagogue 
with Temple and the authority of biblical law versus rabbinic law, play a major role in the 
decision-making process of today’s rabbinic authorities. Primary attention is given here to the 
responsa—teshuvot—of Rabbi Moses Feinstein, in an attempt to elucidate the halakhic process 
surrounding this one issue. As one of the major Orthodox rabbinic authorities of the 20th 
century, his views and decisions on this issue are significant. 

For Feinstein, separation of the sexes is mandatory and is mide-oraita–having biblical authority. 
He deals directly with mechitzah in 14 separate teshuvot. Many responsa in the collection Igrot 
Moshe (IM)–the seven volumes of questions and answers authored by Feinstein–deal with the 
ways and means of separating men and women. For Feinstein, gender separation is essential in 
order to preserve biblically mandated morality. He strives to maintain this pattern in many 
different aspects of daily Jewish life, not just in the synagogue. For example, a large number of 
his decisions require separate schools for boys and girls, even at the primary level. Having taken 
such a consistently strong position on male-female separation, it is understandable that he will 
legislate a strict position on mechitzah. 

Denominational Demarcation 

The halachic issue aside, the debate became one of denominational polemic that reached its 
peak in the 1950s in America. At that time, there were Orthodox congregations that had mixed 
seating. The Orthodox Movement’s Yeshiva University even allowed rabbinical students to 
accept posts in mixed seating congregations, with the hope that they would influence their 
congregants to change. Both those practices are no longer permitted. 

Legal battles were fought in the 1950s in America, as Jews used the civil courts to force one or 
the other practice. One of the most famous cases was the Mt. Clemens case, in which one man, 
Baruch Litvin, sued his congregation for depriving him of his rights by changing the seating to 
mixed pews. The court ruled in his favor and the mechitzah remained. This case was an 
important element in the hardening of the Orthodox position. Litvin collected various rabbinic 
sources, statements, and responsa in the book, The Sanctity of the Synagogue. Though Ortho-
dox responsa forbidding mixed pews had been written before, after the publication of Litvin’s 
volume, all Orthodoxy became defined by this one practice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Jewish_Practices/Halakhah_Jewish_Law_/Sources_and_Development/Rabbinic_Responsa.shtml
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PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY
 

 

The Source Of Spirituality 
The glorification of God in the Song at the Sea provides us with several 

models of attaining spirituality. 

“Spirituality” has become a centerpiece of our contemporary vernacular. New books intending 
to help people find more meaning in their lives, to infuse their lives with spirituality, appear 
regularly. Even medical doctors, psychotherapists, and health care professionals have adopted 
spirituality as a modality for therapy. 

What is Spirituality? 

What is the Jewish understanding of this concept, and what are the means to attaining this 
phenomenal experience? 

A brief verse from the Shirah (song) in today’s parashah provides some insight: “This is my God, 
and I will glorify Him.” These words were uttered by the entire Jewish nation at the crossing of 
the Red Sea, as the people experienced the highest level of spirituality–an unparalleled 
closeness to God. The manifestation of Godliness was so clear that every Jew, even the 
humblest, could literally point a finger and say, “This is my God, and I will glorify Him.” 

Let us reflect on three definitions of the word ve’anveihu–“and I will glorify Him.” Rashi 
interprets this word to mean, “I will build Him a sanctuary,” from the root neveh–home. It 
expresses Israel’s longing to build a resting place for the Shechinah, God’s presence. 

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, zt”l, once explained that Shechinah is related to the word shachen, 
neighbor. This Name of God conveys an overwhelming closeness to God. What an uplifting 
spiritual feeling we might attain as we enter our synagogues, imagining that we have entered 
God’s Home! 

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch (19th-century Germany) interprets the word ve’anveihu, “I will 
make myself a sanctuary.” The greatest of all sanctuaries, he writes, is the human being who 
makes himself holy. 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/a-guide-to-jewish-acronyms-and-abbreviations/
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“Ner Elokim nishmas adam–The candle of God is the human soul.” Judaism teaches that since 
each of us is endowed with a measure of Divinity–a soul–each has the potential to become a 
sanctuary. There is a Divine spark lodged within every Jewish heart. When that spark is ignited, 
the heart overflows with love, warmth, and a spiritual energy. What an optimistic view of the 
potential of Jewish spirituality! 

Our Sages also identify the word ve’anveihu with the root naveh–beauty. “This is my God, and I 
will adorn Him with beauty.” How? By beautifying the mitzvot (commandments). I will acquire a 
beautiful Sefer Torah, build a beautiful succah, possess a beautiful new lulav, adorn myself with 
beautiful tallit and tefillin. 

Adding an aesthetic dimension to mitzvot expresses how deeply we cherish the mitzvot. Who is 
not touched with emotions of spirituality upon entering a traditional home on the Sabbath Eve 
to see a family around the table, upon which rests a beautiful, glittering candelabra, a 
shiny Kiddush cup, an embroidered challah cover–the entire Sabbath decor! Beauty evokes 
spirituality! 

Moreover, the great Talmudic Sage, Abba Shaul, teaches that the summit of Jewish spirituality 
goes beyond the realm of the aesthetic and reaches into the orbit of the ethical. 

Refining Our Character 

The mitzvah to refine our character and to develop into caring, loving, sensitive and ethical 
people is also learned from the word, ve’anveihu. By dividing the word in two–ani vehu, I and 
Him–we derive that the highest spiritual achievement is to emulate God’s attributes. Just as He 
is gracious, compassionate, kind and forgiving, so, too, we must be gracious, compassionate, 
kind and forgiving. We must become Godlike. Imitatio Dei is the foundation of Jewish ethics. 

The summit of spirituality is reached when, after internalizing these ethical traits, we reflect 
them in our thoughts, in our speech, and in our actions. While outer beauty is aesthetically 
appealing, we must develop an inner beauty that issues from the heart. Each of us who follows 
the Godly way becomes a beautiful Jew–sheiner yid. 

Is it not remarkable that one Hebrew word from the Torah contains so many diverse and rich 
nuances? This isthe greatness of the Torah–the source of all spirituality! 
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Hebrew -  ִעְבִרי 

 Word (s) of the Week 

 ה ל ַליהו   ַהל   לְ 
 vah-ho-Ye-yl Lahla-Hah-Lih  

 
Praise Yehovah 

 

      
 

A Taste of Jewish Humor  
 

Showing Up Late 

Bernstein walks into work one day at 9. He is very late 
The boss is furious. “You should have been here at 8:30!” 
he shouts. 
“Why?” says Shapiro. “What happened at 8:30?” 
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This is not your Bubbie’s Chicken Soup 

Tuna Salad 

Ingredients 

For the salad: 
• 1 can tuna 
• 3 Tbsp mayo (Best Foods/Hellman’s) 

• 1 rib celery 

• 1 Tbsp dill relish 

• squeeze of fresh lemon juice 

• fresh chopped dill, to taste 

• fresh chopped parsley, to taste 

• salt and pepper 

To serve: 
• caraway rye bread/Jewish Rye 
• crisp lettuce leaves 
• thinly sliced cucumber 

Directions 
1. Drain your tuna, transfer it to a bowl and mash it very finely with a 

fork. Add the mayo, celery, relish, lemon juice, dill, and parsley and 
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mix until well incorporated. Taste and modify as desired, and season 
with salt and pepper to your liking. 

2. Serve on rye bread with lettuce and thinly sliced cucumber. An extra 
schmear of mayo on the bread is always welcome. 

 Tree of Life Messianic Ministries is an approved Giving 
Charity by PayPal. To donate go to etz-chayim.org and click on the PayPal Link. 
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~NOTES~ 

 

 
  


